
on december five and twenty fum fum fum
on december five and twenty fum fum fum is a phrase deeply associated with traditional
Christmas carols and festive celebrations around the world. This distinctive line is part of the
popular English Christmas carol "The Twelve Days of Christmas," reflecting the joyful spirit and the
cultural significance of the holiday season. Understanding the origins, variations, and meanings
behind this phrase offers insight into not only holiday music but also the customs and history that
have shaped Christmas festivities. This article explores the background of "on december five and
twenty fum fum fum," its role in holiday traditions, and the various interpretations that have evolved
over time. Additionally, it sheds light on how this phrase is used in contemporary celebrations and
music, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of its place in holiday culture.
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Origin and Historical Context of “on december five and
twenty fum fum fum”
The phrase “on december five and twenty fum fum fum” has its roots in traditional Christmas
caroling, specifically linked to the English Christmas carol "The Twelve Days of Christmas."
Historically, December 25th, or Christmas Day, marks the beginning of the twelve-day festive period
celebrated by many Christian cultures worldwide. The phrase encapsulates the excitement and
revelry associated with the holiday. “Fum fum fum” is an onomatopoeic expression thought to
imitate the sound of drumming or rhythmic musical accompaniment, adding a lively and festive
atmosphere to the song. Its inclusion reflects the importance of music and rhythm in holiday
celebrations dating back centuries.

Historical Origins of the Phrase
“Fum fum fum” likely originates from Catalan Christmas carols, where similar repetitive sounds
were used to mimic the beat of instruments accompanying singing. Over time, this phrase was
adopted and adapted by English-speaking cultures, merging with the December 25th date reference
to create a unique festive chant. The phrase’s historical usage highlights the blending of different
cultural traditions around Christmas, showing how music and language evolve within holiday
contexts.



Significance of December 25th in Holiday Traditions
December 25th is universally recognized as Christmas Day, commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ
in Christian tradition. This date signals the start of various customs, including gift-giving, feasting,
and caroling. The phrase “on december five and twenty fum fum fum” reinforces the importance of
this day as a cultural and religious milestone. It also underscores the collective joy and togetherness
experienced during the holiday season, which music and festive expressions like “fum fum fum” help
to amplify.

The Role of “Fum Fum Fum” in Christmas Carols
The term “fum fum fum” plays a distinctive role in Christmas carols, serving as a rhythmic and
melodic element that enhances the festive mood. Its repetitive nature makes it easy to sing along
with, encouraging participation and communal celebration. This element has been incorporated into
various carols beyond “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” demonstrating its versatility and enduring
appeal.

Musical Characteristics of “Fum Fum Fum”
Musically, “fum fum fum” functions as a form of vocal percussion or a rhythmic chant. It mimics the
sound of drums or other percussion instruments, providing a beat that supports the melody and
helps maintain tempo. This makes it a valuable tool in group singing, particularly when instrumental
accompaniment is limited or absent during traditional caroling sessions.

Enhancing Festive Atmosphere
The use of “fum fum fum” contributes to the overall festive atmosphere by adding an element of fun
and energy to holiday music. It encourages listeners and singers alike to engage more actively with
the carol, fostering a sense of community and celebration. This is especially important in settings
where music is a central component of holiday gatherings and public festivities.

Variations and Interpretations Across Cultures
The phrase “on december five and twenty fum fum fum” has been adapted and reinterpreted in
various cultures, reflecting diverse linguistic and musical traditions associated with Christmas.
These variations illustrate how holiday customs and songs are localized to fit different cultural
contexts while retaining their core celebratory functions.

Catalan and Spanish Traditions
In Catalonia and other parts of Spain, “fum fum fum” is commonly used in traditional Christmas
carols, such as the well-known Catalan carol “Fum, Fum, Fum.” The phrase here is more than just a
rhythmic vocalization; it is tied to the use of the tambourine and other percussion instruments that
accompany festive singing. This cultural origin is a significant influence on how the phrase migrated



into English and other languages.

English and American Adaptations
In English-speaking countries, the phrase has been integrated into holiday music with slight
modifications. It often appears in informal caroling and children's songs, symbolizing the joyous
spirit of Christmas rather than having a concrete musical function. The phrase’s adaptability allows
it to fit seamlessly into various holiday contexts, from traditional performances to modern renditions.

Other International Variations
Similar rhythmic vocalizations exist in other cultures’ Christmas music, such as “fa la la la la” in
English carols or “dum dum dum” sounds in Scandinavian songs. These variations serve a common
purpose: to add rhythm, engage participants, and enhance the musical experience. The widespread
use of such phrases underscores the universal role of rhythm and repetition in festive celebrations.

Modern Usage and Popularity in Contemporary
Celebrations
Today, “on december five and twenty fum fum fum” remains a popular element in Christmas music
and celebrations worldwide. Its integration into modern holiday playlists, performances, and media
demonstrates its lasting appeal and cultural relevance. The phrase continues to evoke nostalgia and
festive cheer among diverse audiences.

In Contemporary Music and Media
Modern musicians and holiday performers often incorporate “fum fum fum” into their arrangements
to evoke traditional Christmas vibes. It appears in both recorded music and live performances,
helping to bridge the gap between historical caroling traditions and contemporary holiday
entertainment. The catchy and rhythmic nature of the phrase makes it a favorite for remixing and
adaptation.

Use in Community and Family Celebrations
Within families and communities, “fum fum fum” serves as a simple yet effective way to engage
participants of all ages in singing and celebration. It is commonly taught to children as part of
Christmas music education, fostering early appreciation for holiday traditions. Its repetitive and
easy-to-remember structure makes it ideal for group singing and festive play.

Commercial and Cultural Impact
The phrase has also found a place in commercial holiday advertising and cultural events,



symbolizing the joyous and musical aspects of Christmas. Its recognizable sound and association
with December 25th make it a useful motif for evoking seasonal sentiment in various media and
marketing campaigns.

Musical Structure and Lyrical Significance
Analyzing the musical and lyrical qualities of “on december five and twenty fum fum fum” reveals
why it has endured as a memorable part of holiday music. Its simple yet effective structure supports
its widespread use and adaptability within different musical styles and traditions.

Lyrical Simplicity and Memorability
The phrase’s succinctness and repetitive nature contribute to its memorability. The use of the
specific date "December five and twenty" anchors it firmly to the Christmas holiday, while “fum fum
fum” adds a playful and rhythmic element that is easy to recall and reproduce. This combination
ensures the phrase’s persistence in holiday repertoires.

Rhythmic and Melodic Elements
Rhythmically, “fum fum fum” functions as a vocal percussion element, providing a beat that
complements the melody of the surrounding lyrics. Melodically, it often appears as a repeated motif,
reinforcing the festive tone and encouraging audience participation. This structural role is key to the
phrase’s effectiveness in group singing and performance contexts.

Contribution to Overall Festive Experience
Beyond its musical function, the phrase enriches the holiday experience by evoking feelings of
warmth, joy, and communal celebration. Its presence in carols and holiday music helps create an
immersive atmosphere where music, tradition, and festivity converge, making “on december five and
twenty fum fum fum” an enduring element of Christmas culture.

Key Elements of “on december five and twenty fum fum
fum” in Holiday Traditions

Representation of December 25th as a central date in Christmas celebrations

Use of “fum fum fum” as rhythmic and vocal percussion in carols

Cultural adaptations reflecting diverse musical traditions

Role in enhancing communal participation and festive atmosphere



Incorporation into modern and traditional holiday music

Memorable lyrical and rhythmic structure encouraging sing-alongs

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the phrase 'on December five and
twenty fum fum fum'?
The phrase 'on December five and twenty fum fum fum' is a playful or poetic way of saying 'on
December twenty-fifth,' often used in nursery rhymes or songs to refer to Christmas Day.

Is 'fum fum fum' associated with any Christmas traditions or
songs?
'Fum fum fum' is often used as a rhythmic or onomatopoeic sound in traditional Christmas carols,
such as the Catalan carol 'Fum, Fum, Fum,' which celebrates the festive season with a joyful melody.

Where does the phrase 'on December five and twenty fum fum
fum' originate from?
This phrase appears to be a variation or creative adaptation inspired by old-fashioned ways of
stating dates combined with the repetitive 'fum fum fum' from traditional Christmas carols,
particularly from Catalan culture.

How is 'fum fum fum' used in Christmas music?
'Fum fum fum' is used as a rhythmic refrain or chorus in some Christmas songs to mimic the sound
of drums or festive percussion, adding a lively and celebratory feel to the music.

Can 'on December five and twenty fum fum fum' be considered
a line from a Christmas poem or song?
Yes, it can be interpreted as a lyrical or poetic line referencing December 25th (Christmas Day) with
the 'fum fum fum' serving as a festive musical onomatopoeia, commonly found in traditional holiday
verses.

Are there any cultural significances tied to the phrase 'fum
fum fum' during Christmas?
In Catalonia and other regions, 'fum fum fum' is culturally significant as it relates to a traditional
Christmas carol that celebrates the holiday spirit, symbolizing joy, festivity, and the rhythm of
seasonal celebrations.



Additional Resources
1. On December Five: A Winter's Tale
This heartwarming novel explores the events of December 5th in a small town where traditions come
alive. The story follows a young girl discovering the magic of the holiday season through family,
friendship, and unexpected adventures. It's a perfect read for those who love cozy, festive narratives
filled with warmth and hope.

2. The Spirit of December Five
Set against the backdrop of a snowy December 5th, this book delves into themes of forgiveness and
renewal. The protagonist embarks on a journey to mend broken relationships and find peace before
the year's end. Rich in emotional depth, it captures the essence of winter's quiet beauty and
introspection.

3. December Five Chronicles
A collection of interconnected stories all taking place on December 5th across different years and
locations. Each tale reveals unique experiences tied to this date, from joyous celebrations to
poignant farewells. The anthology highlights how a single day can hold countless memories and
meanings.

4. Twenty Fum Fum Fum: The Christmas Carol Tradition
This book explores the origins and cultural significance of the traditional Caribbean Christmas song
"Fum Fum Fum." Through historical context and lively anecdotes, readers learn how this festive tune
has become a symbol of joy and community during the holiday season. It also includes sheet music
and lyrics for those wishing to join the celebration.

5. Fum Fum Fum and the Sounds of December
An illustrated children's book that introduces young readers to the rhythms and melodies of
December festivities. Through playful verses and vibrant images, it captures the spirit of "Fum Fum
Fum" as a musical expression of holiday cheer. Ideal for families looking to share cultural traditions
with the next generation.

6. December Five: Letters from the Past
In this historical fiction, a series of letters written on December 5th reveal secrets and stories from
generations long gone. The narrative intertwines past and present as the main character uncovers
family mysteries and learns valuable life lessons. It’s a touching exploration of heritage and the
power of written words.

7. The Twelve Days and Twenty Fum Fum Fum
A festive romp through the twelve days of Christmas, this book incorporates the lively tune "Fum
Fum Fum" as a central motif. Blending music, folklore, and holiday customs, it offers readers a
multimedia experience celebrating the season. Perfect for music lovers and holiday enthusiasts
alike.

8. On December Five: A Night of Magic
This fantasy novel centers on a mystical event that occurs every December 5th, when the veil
between worlds thins. The protagonist discovers hidden realms, magical creatures, and ancient
secrets during this enchanted night. It’s an imaginative tale about courage, discovery, and the magic
that lies within the holiday season.

9. Fum Fum Fum: Songs of Celebration



A comprehensive anthology of holiday songs from around the world, featuring "Fum Fum Fum" as a
highlight. The book provides background stories, translations, and cultural insights into each song’s
significance. It’s an enriching resource for anyone interested in global holiday traditions and music.
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