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on being brought from africa to america questions and answers presents an insightful exploration into
Phillis Wheatley’s poignant poem, "On Being Brought from Africa to America." This article provides
comprehensive answers to common questions surrounding the poem’s themes, historical context, literary
devices, and its significance in American literature. By examining the poem’s content and Wheatley’s
unique perspective as an African American poet during the 18th century, readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of race, religion, and identity addressed in the work. This analysis also
sheds light on Wheatley’s subtle critique of slavery and her expression of hope and redemption. The
following sections will guide readers through a detailed question-and-answer format that clarifies the
poem’s meaning and relevance, using keyword-rich language related to on being brought from africa to

america questions and answers.
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Common Questions and Their Answers
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Historical and Biographical Context

‘Who was Phillis Wheatley?

Phillis Wheatley was the first African American poet to gain international acclaim. Born in West Africa
around 1753, she was brought to America as a slave and purchased by the Wheatley family in Boston.
Despite the restrictions of slavery, she received an education and began writing poetry at a young age. Her
work, including "On Being Brought from Africa to America," reflects her unique experience as an
educated African American woman in colonial America. Understanding her background is essential for

interpreting the questions and answers related to this poem.



What is the historical context of the poem?

"On Being Brought from Africa to America" was written in the 18th century during a period where
slavery was prevalent in the American colonies. This poem was published in 1773 and is considered one of
Wheatley’s earliest and most famous works. It was composed at a time when African Americans had
limited rights and were often denied intellectual recognition. Wheatley’s poem challenges prevailing
attitudes about race and humanity, making it a significant cultural artifact for understanding early African

American literature and abolitionist thought.

Analysis of Themes and Messages

What are the main themes in "On Being Brought from Africa to
America"?

The poem addresses several interrelated themes, including redemption, race, religion, and identity. It
highlights the speaker’s journey from Africa to America through the lens of Christian salvation. The theme
of spiritual enlightenment is prominent, as Wheatley suggests that her exposure to Christianity brought
her moral and intellectual awakening. Additionally, the poem subtly critiques racial prejudice by

emphasizing the shared humanity and potential for salvation among all people, regardless of race.

How does the poem address the theme of race?

Wheatley’s poem challenges the dominant racial stereotypes of her time by affirming the dignity and
worth of African people. The speaker acknowledges the color of her skin but rejects the notion that it is a
sign of inferiority. She writes that “Negros, black as Cain, / May be refin’d, and join th’ angelic train,”
implying that African Americans, too, can achieve salvation and moral refinement. This theme is a subtle

but powerful rebuttal to the widespread racism and dehumanization of enslaved Africans.

Literary Devices and Style

‘What literary devices are used in the poem?

The poem employs various literary devices to convey its message effectively. Notable among them are:

¢ Allusion: Wheatley references biblical figures such as Cain to connect her experience to Christian

teachings.



e Irony: The poem’s tone is understated but contains an ironic critique of racial prejudice.

¢ Rhyme and Meter: The poem follows a structured rhyme scheme (ABAB) and iambic pentameter,

typical of neoclassical poetry.

¢ Contrast: The poem contrasts darkness and light to symbolize ignorance and enlightenment.

These devices enhance the poem’s depth and facilitate a nuanced exploration of complex themes through

concise language.

How does Wheatley’s style reflect her message?

Wheatley’s style is marked by clarity, restraint, and elegance. Her use of formal diction and classical poetic
forms elevates the subject matter and asserts the intellectual capability of African Americans. The poem’s
brevity and precision allow for a powerful and focused expression of hope and transformation. Through this
style, Wheatley conveys a message of spiritual redemption that transcends racial barriers and speaks to

universal human experiences.

Common Questions and Their Answers

‘What does the poem reveal about Wheatley’s views on slavery?

‘While the poem does not explicitly condemn slavery, it implicitly critiques the institution by emphasizing
the humanity and spiritual equality of enslaved Africans. Wheatley’s tone is complex—she acknowledges
her brought status but focuses on the positive aspect of being introduced to Christianity. This duality
reflects the limited freedom she had in openly opposing slavery while still using her poetry to challenge

prevailing prejudices.

Why does Wheatley mention “Negros, black as Cain™?

The phrase “Negros, black as Cain” is a biblical allusion that serves multiple purposes. Cain is traditionally
associated with sin and exile, but Wheatley reinterprets this reference to suggest that black people, despite
their skin color and social status, are capable of redemption and grace. This line confronts the negative

stereotypes linked to blackness and asserts a hopeful vision of salvation for all races.



What is the significance of Christianity in the poem?

Christianity is central to the poem’s message. Wheatley presents her conversion as a moment of
enlightenment and moral awakening. The poem implies that Christianity offers a path to spiritual equality
and salvation, regardless of race. This religious framework allows Wheatley to advocate for the recognition

of African Americans’ spiritual worth within the dominant cultural context of her time.

How does the poem fit into the broader context of African American

literature?

"On Being Brought from Africa to America" is a foundational work in African American literature. It is
among the earliest published poems by an African American and challenges prevailing racial ideologies
through refined poetic expression. The poem paved the way for later writers who used literature as a
means of resistance and self-assertion. Its themes of identity, spirituality, and equality remain relevant in

discussions of race and literature.

Significance and Legacy

What is the lasting impact of Wheatley’s poem?

Phillis Wheatley’s poem remains significant for its historical, literary, and cultural contributions. It stands as
an early testament to African American intellectual achievement and the struggle for dignity under
oppression. The poem’s nuanced approach to themes of race and religion continues to inspire scholars and
readers interested in the intersections of literature and social justice. Its legacy is evident in the ongoing

celebration of Wheatley as a pioneering figure in American poetry.

How is the poem studied today?

Today, "On Being Brought from Africa to America" is studied in various academic fields including
literature, history, and African American studies. It is analyzed for its poetic form, historical significance,
and thematic depth. Educators use the poem to engage students in discussions about slavery, race relations,
and the power of literature as a tool for social commentary. The poem’s inclusion in curricula highlights its

importance as a work that bridges cultural and historical divides.

1. Phillis Wheatley’s biographical background enhances understanding of the poem’s perspective.

2. The poem addresses themes of redemption, race, and spiritual equality.



3. Use of literary devices such as allusion and irony enrich the poem’s meaning.
4. The poem subtly critiques slavery while emphasizing Christian salvation.

5. It holds a foundational place in African American literary history and continues to be widely studied.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the poem '‘On Being Brought from Africa to
America"?

The central theme of the poem is the journey from slavery to Christianity and the idea of spiritual

salvation despite racial prejudice.

‘Who wrote 'On Being Brought from Africa to America"

The poem was written by Phillis Wheatley, the first African-American woman to publish a book of poetry.

What is the significance of the line 'Remember, Christians, Negroes,
black as Cain, May be refined, and join the angelic train' in the poem?

This line challenges the racial prejudices of the time by asserting that African Americans, despite their skin

color, can attain salvation and be equal in the eyes of God.

How does Phillis Wheatley portray her experience of being brought
from Africa to America in the poem?

She portrays it as a transformative experience that led her to Christianity and spiritual enlightenment.

What literary devices are used in 'On Being Brought from Africa to
America"?

The poem uses rhyme, metaphor, and biblical allusion to convey its message.

Why is 'On Being Brought from Africa to America' considered a



significant historical poem?

It provides insight into the perspective of an enslaved African woman and addresses issues of race, religion,

and identity during the 18th century.

How does the poem address the issue of racial prejudice?

The poem confronts racial prejudice by emphasizing that Africans are equal in the eyes of God and capable

of redemption.

What is the tone of 'On Being Brought from Africa to America'?

The tone is reflective and hopeful, acknowledging hardship but focusing on spiritual salvation and equality.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring "On Being Brought from Africa to America": A Question and Answer Guide

This book offers a comprehensive Q&A format to help readers understand Phillis Wheatley's poem "On
Being Brought from Africa to America." It delves into historical context, literary devices, and themes such
as race, religion, and identity. Ideal for students and educators, it provides clear explanations and thought-

provoking questions.

2. Phillis Wheatley's Legacy: Understanding Her Poem Through Q&A

This book explores the life and work of Phillis Wheatley, focusing on her famous poem "On Being Brought
from Africa to America." Through a series of questions and answers, it examines Wheatley's perspective as
an African-American poet in the 18th century. The book highlights the poem’s significance in early

American literature and its commentary on slavery.

3. Questions and Answers on African American Poetry: Spotlight on Wheatley

Aimed at literature enthusiasts, this book provides an in-depth analysis of Phillis Wheatley's poetry with a
special focus on "On Being Brought from Africa to America." The Q&A format breaks down complex
themes such as freedom, faith, and racial prejudice. Readers gain insight into both the poem and the broader

African American literary tradition.

4. Decoding Phillis Wheatley: A Q&A Companion to "On Being Brought from Africa to America”
This companion guide helps readers decode the language and symbolism in Wheatley’s poem. It uses
questions and answers to clarify difficult passages and explore Wheatley's nuanced views on slavery and

Christianity. The book also situates the poem within the historical context of colonial America.

5. Understanding Slavery and Faith: Q& A on Wheatley's Poem
Focusing on the intersection of slavery and religion, this book uses a question-and-answer format to explore

Wheatley’s reflections in "On Being Brought from Africa to America." It discusses how Wheatley



reconciles her Christian faith with her experience as an enslaved African. The book encourages critical

thinking about the poem's moral and ethical implications.

6. Phillis Wheatley’s "On Being Brought from Africa to America" Questions for Critical Thinking
Designed for classroom use, this book presents questions that prompt deep analysis of Wheatley's poem. It
encourages readers to consider issues of race, identity, and literary form. Each question is followed by a

detailed answer, making it a useful tool for discussion and essay preparation.

7. Voices from the Past: Q&A on Phillis Wheatley and Her Poetry
This book situates Wheatley's poem within the broader narrative of African American history. Through
questions and answers, it highlights the dual challenges of enslavement and literary expression faced by

Wheatley. Readers are invited to explore the poem’s impact on future generations of writers.

8. Phillis Wheatley and the Power of Language: A Question and Answer Exploration

This book emphasizes Wheatley's mastery of language and poetic form in "On Being Brought from Africa
to America." The Q&A format explores how Wheatley uses irony and biblical references to challenge
contemporary views on race. It is an insightful resource for those interested in the craft of poetry and its

social implications.

9. From Africa to America: Understanding Phillis Wheatley’s Poem Through Q&A

This accessible guide breaks down Wheatley’s poem into manageable parts, answering common questions
about its meaning and significance. It provides historical background and literary analysis in a
straightforward manner. Perfect for readers new to Wheatley’s work, it fosters appreciation of her

contribution to American literature.
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