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OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 is a crucial document published by the World Organisation for Animal

Health (OIE) that serves as a comprehensive guide for the diagnosis of animal diseases and the

assessment of the health status of animals and animal products. The manual, which is updated

periodically, provides a framework for veterinary authorities and professionals worldwide to ensure that

animal health and welfare are safeguarded, and to facilitate international trade in animals and animal

products.

Overview of the OIE

The OIE, established in 1924 and headquartered in Paris, France, plays a pivotal role in ensuring

global animal health. It is an intergovernmental organization with 182 member countries, dedicated to

improving animal health and welfare, veterinary public health, and veterinary education. The OIE is

recognized by the World Trade Organization as the reference organization for the sanitary and animal

health standards that govern international trade in animals and animal products.

Purpose of the OIE Terrestrial Manual

The OIE Terrestrial Manual serves several key purposes:

1. Standardization: It aims to standardize methods for the diagnosis and control of animal diseases

across different countries, ensuring that all veterinary services operate under the same guidelines.

2. Information Sharing: The manual provides a repository of knowledge and best practices for

veterinary professionals, facilitating the sharing of information on disease outbreaks and control

measures.

3. Trade Facilitation: By establishing clear standards, the manual helps facilitate international trade in

animals and animal products, which is crucial for the global economy.



4. Supporting National Veterinary Services: The guidelines included in the manual support national

veterinary services in developing their own strategies for disease control and prevention.

Key Components of the OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012

The OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 is structured into several chapters, each focusing on specific aspects

of animal health. Below are some of the key components:

1. General Principles

The initial chapters outline general principles related to animal health management, emphasizing the

importance of surveillance, reporting, and biosecurity measures. These principles set the stage for

effective disease prevention and control strategies.

2. Disease Diagnosis

One of the most vital sections of the manual focuses on the diagnosis of animal diseases. This section

provides:

- Diagnostic Techniques: Detailed descriptions of various diagnostic techniques, such as serology,

PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction), and histopathology.

- Sample Collection and Handling: Guidelines on how to properly collect and handle samples to ensure

accurate diagnostic results.

- Laboratory Standards: Information about laboratory biosafety and quality control measures to

maintain high standards in diagnostic testing.

3. Disease Control Strategies

The manual outlines several disease control strategies, which include:

- Vaccination Programs: Recommendations on vaccination schedules and protocols for various animal



diseases.

- Quarantine Measures: Guidelines for implementing quarantine measures to prevent the spread of

infectious diseases.

- Epidemiological Investigations: Procedures for conducting epidemiological studies to identify disease

outbreaks and their sources.

4. Specific Animal Diseases

A significant portion of the manual is dedicated to specific animal diseases. This section includes:

- Zoonotic Diseases: Information on diseases that can be transmitted from animals to humans, such as

brucellosis and avian influenza.

- Endemic Diseases: Details on diseases that are consistently present in certain regions, such as foot-

and-mouth disease.

- Emerging Diseases: Guidance on how to monitor and respond to emerging infectious diseases,

which are increasingly relevant in a globalized world.

5. Animal Welfare Considerations

The OIE Terrestrial Manual also emphasizes the importance of animal welfare in managing animal

health. Key aspects include:

- Humane Treatment: Guidelines for the humane treatment of animals during diagnosis and treatment.

- Welfare Assessment: Methods for assessing animal welfare in various contexts, including transport

and slaughter.

Importance of the OIE Terrestrial Manual for Global Health

The implications of the OIE Terrestrial Manual extend beyond animal health; they significantly impact

public health and food security. The interconnection between animal health and human health is well

documented, particularly in the context of zoonotic diseases. The manual plays a vital role in:



- Preventing Zoonotic Outbreaks: By providing guidelines for disease surveillance and control, the

manual helps prevent zoonotic diseases from emerging and spreading.

- Strengthening Food Safety: The manual's emphasis on the health of animals destined for the food

supply chain contributes to food safety and security, ensuring that animal products are safe for human

consumption.

Challenges and Future Directions

While the OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 is a comprehensive resource, several challenges remain:

- Global Cooperation: Achieving global cooperation in disease surveillance and reporting can be

difficult, particularly in regions with limited resources.

- Emerging Threats: The rise of new diseases due to climate change, globalization, and changing

agricultural practices necessitates ongoing updates to the manual.

- Capacity Building: Strengthening the capacity of veterinary services, particularly in developing

countries, is essential for effective implementation of the manual's guidelines.

To address these challenges, the OIE continues to engage with member countries, providing training

and resources to enhance their veterinary services. Ongoing revisions and updates to the Terrestrial

Manual are also crucial to reflect the latest scientific knowledge and emerging threats.

Conclusion

The OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 is an essential resource for veterinary professionals worldwide,

providing critical guidelines for the diagnosis and control of animal diseases. Its comprehensive

framework not only enhances animal health but also contributes to public health and food safety on a

global scale. As the landscape of animal health continues to evolve, the importance of this manual and

the principles it embodies will remain paramount in safeguarding both animal and human health. The

OIE's commitment to continuous improvement and collaboration among member countries will play a

significant role in addressing the challenges of the future.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012?

The OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 serves as a comprehensive guide for the diagnosis, prevention, and

control of animal diseases. It provides standard protocols and recommendations for veterinary

authorities internationally, contributing to global animal health.

How does the OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 influence international

trade?

The OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 establishes guidelines that countries can adopt to ensure animal

health and safety, which are critical for facilitating safe international trade in animals and animal

products.

What are the key updates in the 2012 edition of the OIE Terrestrial

Manual?

The 2012 edition includes updated disease chapters, enhanced diagnostic methods, risk assessment

procedures, and guidelines for the control of emerging diseases, reflecting the latest scientific

knowledge and veterinary practices.

Who is responsible for implementing the guidelines set forth in the OIE

Terrestrial Manual 2012?

Implementation of the guidelines is primarily the responsibility of national veterinary services and

animal health authorities, who are expected to adapt the recommendations to their local contexts and

specific disease situations.



How can veterinary professionals access the OIE Terrestrial Manual

2012?

Veterinary professionals can access the OIE Terrestrial Manual 2012 for free on the OIE website,

where the manual is available in multiple languages for global accessibility.
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