OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF HAW AII

UNDERSTANDING THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF HAW AII

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF HAWAII IS A TOPIC THAT REFLECTS THE RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE AND UNIQUE HISTORY OF THE
ISLANDS. HAWAII IS A STATE THAT STANDS OUT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR ITS BLEND OF NATIVE TRADITIONS AND MODERN
INFLUENCES. THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HAWAII ARE HAWAIIAN AND ENGLISH, WHICH COEXIST TO HONOR THE ISLANDS'
INDIGENOUS CULTURE WHILE ALSO ACCOMMODATING ITS DIVERSE POPULATION.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE LANGUAGES IN HAW Al

ToO TRULY APPRECIATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF HA\X/AII, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DELVE INTO ITS
HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

THe HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE

THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, OR I LELO HA\)VAI/I, IS AN AUSTRONESIAN LANGUAGE THAT HAS ITS ROOTS IN THE POLYNESIAN
MIGRATION TO THE ISLANDS. THE LANGUAGE IS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE CULTURE AND IDENTITY OF THE HAWAIIAN
PEOPLE.

KEY POINTS ABOUT THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE INCLUDE:
e TRADITIONAL USE: HAWAIIAN WAS THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE OF THE ISLANDS PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN
SETTLERS IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY.

o DECLINE: THE LANGUAGE FACED A STEEP DECLINE IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES DUE TO COLONIZATION, MISSIONARY
ACTIVITIES, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ENGLISH AS THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE OF EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT.

o RevIVAL EFFORTS: IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY, THERE WAS A RESURGENCE OF INTEREST IN THE HAW AIIAN LANGUAGE,
SPURRED BY CULTURAL MOVEMENTS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.

ENGLISH IN HAWAII

ENGLISH BECAME WIDELY SPOKEN IN HAWAII AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES AND THE INFLUENCE OF AMERICAN
GOVERNANCE. By THE 20TH CENTURY, ENGLISH HAD BECOME THE DOMINANT LANGUAGE IN SCHOOLS, BUSINESS, AND
GOVERNMENT.

KEY POINTS ABOUT ENGLISH IN HAW AIl INCLUDE:
o OFFICIAL STATUS: ENGLISH WAS ESTABLISHED AS THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE FOR GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATION AFTER
Hawall BECAME A U.S. TERRITORY IN 1898.
¢ PIDGIN ENGLISH: A UNIQUE FORM OF ENGLISH, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS PIDGIN OR HAW AIIAN CREOLE ENGLISH, HAS

DEVELOPED IN HAWAII, INCORPORATING ELEMENTS FROM VARIOUS LANGUAGES, INCLUDING HAW AIIAN, CHINESE,
JAPANESE, AND PORTUGUESE.



LEGAL STATUS OF HAWAIIAN AND ENGLISH

IN 1978, THE CONSTITUTION OF HAWAII WAS AMENDED TO RECOGNIZE BOTH HAWAIIAN AND ENGLISH AS THE STATE'S
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES. THIS DECISION WAS A LANDMARK MOMENT IN THE PRESERVATION OF HAWAIIAN CULTURE AND LANGUAGE.

Key LEGAL PROVISIONS

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK SURROUNDING THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HAW AIl INCLUDES:
1. CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION: ARTICLE XV, SECTION 4 OF THE HAWAII STATE CONSTITUTION STATES THAT THE
HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE IS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE STATE.

2. GOVERNMENT USE: STATE AND COUNTY GOVERNMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO USE BOTH HAWAIIAN AND ENGLISH IN OFFICIAL
DOCUMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.

3. EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS: SCHOOLS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAM, TEACH
STUDENTS IN HAWAIIAN WHILE ALSO INCORPORATING ENGLISH.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LANGUAGE PRESERVATION

THE REVIVAL AND PRESERVATION OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE ARE CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING CULTURAL IDENTITY AND
HERITAGE.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE IS NOT MERELY A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION; IT IS A VESSEL FOR STORYTELLING, HISTORY, AND
CULTURAL PRACTICES.

KEY ASPECTS OF ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE INCLUDE:
o CONNECTION TO LAND AND IDENTITY: THE LANGUAGE IS EMBEDDED WITH MEANINGS THAT CONNECT THE HAWAIIAN
PEOPLE TO THEIR LAND AND ANCESTRY.

e CULTURAL PRACTICES: MANY TRADITIONAL PRACTICES, SONGS, AND CHANTS ARE CONDUCTED IN HA\X/AIIAN,
PRESERVING THE CULTURAL NARRATIVES AND TEACHINGS OF THE ANCESTORS.

® MoDERN USAGE: THE RESURGENCE OF THE LANGUAGE HAS LED TO ITS INCORPORATION IN CONTEMPORARY MUSIC, ARTS,
AND EVEN DAILY CONVERSATIONS AMONG YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

CoOMMUNITY INITIATIVES FOR LANGUAGE REVITALIZATION

NUMEROUS INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS AIM TO REVITALIZE THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE:



1. LANGUAGE IMMERSION SCHOOLS: PROGRAMS SUCH AS THE PP] ErRTO KE KULA KAIAPUNI PROVIDE EDUCATION PRIMARILY
IN HAWAIIAN, FOSTERING FLUENCY AMONG STUDENTS.

2. CULTURAL WORKSHOPS: COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS OFTEN INCLUDE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE COMPONENTS, ENCOURAGING
PARTICIPATION AND LEARNING THROUGH CULTURAL PRACTICES.

3. ONLINE RESOURCES: DIGITAL PLATFORMS AND APPS HAVE EMERGED TO AID IN LEARNING HA\X/AIIAN, MAKING THE
LANGUAGE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO A GLOBAL AUDIENCE.

CHALLENGES FACING THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE

DESPITE THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE REVITALIZATION OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, SEVERAL CHALLENGES REMAIN.

COMMUNITY AWARENESS AND ENGAGEMENT

W/HILE THERE IS A GROWING INTEREST IN HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAMS, MANY RESIDENTS ARE STILL UNAWARE OF THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE.

CHALLENGES INCLUDE:
o LiMITED EXPOSURE: MANY CHILDREN GROW UP SPEAKING ENGLISH AT HOME, RESULTING IN LIMITED EXPOSURE TO
HAW AIIAN.

® RESOURCE AVAILABILITY: ALTHOUGH RESOURCES ARE INCREASING, THE AVAILABILITY OF FLUENT HAW AIIAN SPEAKERS
AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS CAN STILL BE LIMITED.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

W/HILE THE GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES HAWAIIAN AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE, THERE IS ONGOING DEBATE REGARDING THE EXTENT
OF SUPPORT PROVIDED FOR ITS USE IN PUBLIC LIFE.

CHALLENGES INCLUDE:

¢ FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS: ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES CAN BE
INCONSISTENT.

e PoLICY IMPLEMENTATION: ENSURING THAT POLICIES PROMOTING THE USE OF HAWAIIAN ARE EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENTED
ACROSS ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT CAN BE CHALLENGING.

THe FUTURE oF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HAW Al

THE FUTURE OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HA\X/AIII PARTICULARLY THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, APPEARS TO BE ON A PATH OF



CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM DUE TO ONGOING EFFORTS AT PRESERVATION AND REVITALIZATION.

GENERATIONAL SHIFT

W ITH YOUNGER GENERATIONS SHOWING AN INCREASED INTEREST IN THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE, THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE'S
FUTURE LOOKS PROMISING.

KEY AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE:
® |[NTEGRATION IN DAILY LIFE: ENCOURAGING THE USE OF HAWAIIAN IN EVERYDAY SETTINGS CAN HELP NORMALIZE THE
LANGUAGE.

o COLLABORATION WITH TECHNOLOGY: UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING CAN ENGAGE A WIDER AUDIENCE
AND PROMOTE FLUENCY.

¢ INCREASED VISIBILITY: MEDIA REPRESENTATION OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE IN MUSIC, FILM, AND LITERATURE CAN
FURTHER ITS ACCEPTANCE AND USE.

CONTINUED ADVOCACY

ADVOCACY GROUPS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PROMOTING THE USE OF HAWAIIAN AND ENSURING THAT IT IS INCLUDED IN
EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUMS AND PUBLIC LIFE.

Key ADVOCACY EFFORTS INCLUDE:
1. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: \W/ ORKSHOPS AND EVENTS THAT BRING TOGETHER SPEAKERS AND LEARNERS OF HAWAIIAN CAN
FOSTER COMMUNITY SPIRIT AND SUPPORT.

2. LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT: LOBRYING FOR POLICIES THAT PROVIDE FUNDING AND RESOURCES FOR HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE
EDUCATION CAN HELP SOLIDIFY ITS PLACE IN SOCIETY.

3. AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS: CAMPAIGNS TO RAISE AW ARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, ITS
HISTORY, AND ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE CAN ENGAGE MORE PEOPLE IN THE MOVEMENT.

CoNCLUSION

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF HAW AIl EMBODIES A RICH TAPESTRY OF HISTORY, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY. RECOGNIZING BOTH
HAWAIIAN AND ENGLISH AS OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AFFIRMS THE COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING THE ISLANDS' UNIQUE HERITAGE. AS
EFFORTS CONTINUE TO REVITALIZE AND PROMOTE THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, THERE IS HOPE FOR A FUTURE WHERE IT FLOURISHES
ALONGSIDE ENGLISH, ENRICHING THE LIVES OF BOTH RESIDENTS AND VISITORS IN THE BEAUTIFUL ALOHA STATE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT ARE THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HAWAIIP

HAWAII HAS TWO OFFICIAL LANGUAGES: ENGLISH AND HAW AIIAN.

WHY IS HAWAIIAN CONSIDERED AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE?

HAWAIIAN IS RECOGNIZED AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE UNIQUE CULTURAL HERITAGE AND
IDENTITY OF THE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE.

\YW/HEN DID HAW AIIAN BECOME AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE?

HAWAIIAN WAS DECLARED AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII IN 1 978, FOLLOWING A CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT.

How 1s HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PROMOTED IN HAW AIIP

HAW All PROMOTES HAW AIIAN LANGUAGE EDUCATION THROUGH IMMERSION SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY PROGRAMS, AND UNIVERSITY
COURSES DEDICATED TO THE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE.

\WHAT PERCENTAGE OF HAWAII'S POPULATION SPEAKS HAWAIIAN?

AS OF RECENT ESTIMATES, ABOUT 0.1 % OF HAWAII'S POPULATION SPEAKS HAWAIIAN FLUENTLY, BUT EFFORTS ARE ONGOING
TO INCREASE THIS NUMBER.

ARE GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN HAWAIIAN?

YES, MANY GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AND SERVICES IN HAWAII ARE AVAILABLE IN BOTH ENGLISH AND HAWAIIAN TO
ACCOMMODATE SPEAKERS OF BOTH LANGUAGES.

How HAS THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE BEEN REVITALIZED IN RECENT YEARS?

THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE HAS SEEN REVITALIZATION THROUGH CULTURAL MOVEMENTS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, AND
INCREASED VISIBILITY IN MEDIA AND PUBLIC LIFE.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE IN MODERN HAWAII?

THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE SIGNIFIES CULTURAL PRIDE AND IDENTITY, SERVING AS A VITAL CONNECTION TO THE ISLANDS’
HISTORY AND TRADITIONS.
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