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OES Queen of the South Study Guide is an essential resource for fans and students of the popular television
series. This guide offers a comprehensive look at the show, its characters, themes, and significant plot points,
making it a valuable tool for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of the narrative and its intricacies.
Whether you are preparing for a discussion, writing a paper, or simply wanting to recall important elements of
the series, this study guide will serve as your roadmap through the world of "Queen of the South."

Overview of "Queen of the South"

"Queen of the South," based on the Spanish novel "La Reina del Sur" by Arturo P�rez-Reverte, premiered on
USA Network in 2016 and quickly gained a dedicated following. The show follows Teresa Mendoza, a woman
who rises from humble beginnings to become one of the world's wealthiest women involved in drug trafficking.
The series explores themes of power, survival, and the making of one's destiny against the backdrop of the drug
trade.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Teresa Mendoza, played by Alice Braga, who is living in Mexico with her boyfriend, a
member of a drug cartel. When he is murdered, she is forced to flee to the United States, where she aims to build
her own drug empire. The plot unfolds through various arcs, including:

1. Teresa's escape to the USA: The initial episodes focus on her desperate flight and eventual landing in Texas,
where she seeks refuge and begins plotting her rise in the drug world.
2. Building a network: Teresa's journey involves forming alliances with various characters, each with their
own motives and backgrounds, including Camila Vargas, a powerful drug lord.
3. Conflict and betrayal: The drug trade is fraught with danger, and Teresa must navigate betrayals,
rivalries, and the constant threat of violence.
4. Rise to power: As Teresa gains influence and wealth, she faces moral dilemmas and the challenge of
maintaining her humanity amidst the brutality of her chosen path.

Main Characters

The richness of "Queen of the South" lies in its diverse and complex characters who drive the story forward.
Here are the central figures:

1. Teresa Mendoza (Alice Braga): The protagonist whose journey from a vulnerable woman to a powerful
queenpin forms the core of the series.
2. Camila Vargas (Veronica Falcon): A formidable drug lord who takes Teresa under her wing but eventually
becomes her rival.
3. James Valdez (Peter Gadiot): Teresa's ally and love interest, who plays a crucial role in her rise and often
struggles with the moral implications of their lifestyle.
4. Pote Galvez (Hemky Madera): A loyal associate of Teresa who provides support and protection
throughout her journey.
5. Epifanio Vargas (Joaquim de Almeida): Camila's husband and a powerful figure in the drug trade, representing
the established order that Teresa seeks to dismantle.



Themes and Motifs

"Queen of the South" tackles various themes that resonate with audiences, making it more than just a crime
drama. Key themes include:

Power and Corruption

The series delves into how power can corrupt individuals and institutions. Teresa's ascent to power often
leads her to make morally questionable decisions, reflecting the age-old adage that "absolute power corrupts
absolutely."

Survival

Survival is a recurring motif throughout the series. Characters are often faced with life-threatening
situations, and their choices reflect their desperation and resilience. Teresa's journey is a testament to the
lengths one will go to secure their survival in a ruthless environment.

Identity and Transformation

Teresa's transformation from a naive woman to a powerful drug lord is central to the narrative. The series
explores how her experiences shape her identity and the sacrifices she makes along the way.

Friendship and Loyalty

The relationships between characters often highlight the importance of loyalty and the complexities of
friendship in a world dominated by betrayal. Teresa's relationships, especially with Pote and James, showcase
the thin line between loyalty and self-interest.

Critical Reception

"Queen of the South" has received positive reviews from critics and audiences alike. The show is praised for its
strong performances, particularly by Alice Braga, and its ability to combine action, drama, and character
development. Key points of reception include:

- Strong female lead: Teresa Mendoza's character has been lauded for breaking stereotypes and showcasing a
nuanced portrayal of a woman in a male-dominated world.
- Cinematic quality: The production values, including cinematography and direction, contribute to the show's
appeal, making it visually captivating.
- Engaging storytelling: The complex plotlines and character arcs keep viewers invested and eager for more.

Notable Awards

The series has garnered several nominations and awards, recognizing its impact in the television landscape. Some
notable accolades include:



- Critics' Choice Television Awards: Nominations for Best Actress in a Drama Series.
- Imagen Awards: Wins for Outstanding Actress in a Television Series.

Study Questions

To enhance your understanding of "Queen of the South," consider the following study questions:

1. Character Development: How does Teresa's character evolve throughout the series? What key events
contribute to her transformation?
2. Theme Analysis: What role does loyalty play in the relationships depicted in the show? Provide examples
from specific episodes.
3. Moral Dilemmas: Discuss the moral choices made by Teresa and other characters. How do these choices
reflect the show's overall themes?
4. Cultural Representation: How does the series represent Mexican and American cultures? What impact does
this have on the narrative?
5. Female Empowerment: In what ways does "Queen of the South" challenge traditional gender roles? Provide
examples from the series.

Conclusion

The OES Queen of the South Study Guide aims to provide a thorough understanding of the series, its character
dynamics, and the overarching themes that define it. By engaging with the material presented, viewers can
appreciate the complexities of the narrative and the characters' journeys. "Queen of the South" is more than
just a tale of crime; it is a story of ambition, resilience, and the pursuit of power, making it a compelling watch
for fans of the genre. Whether you are a first-time viewer or a long-time fan, this study guide will enhance your
experience and understanding of this dynamic series.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Queen of the South'?

The series explores themes of power, survival, betrayal, and the complexities of the drug trade, along with the
personal struggles of its protagonist, Teresa Mendoza.

Who is the main character in 'Queen of the South' and what is her journey?

The main character is Teresa Mendoza, who rises from being a poor woman in Mexico to a powerful drug lord in
the United States, navigating a dangerous world filled with crime and betrayal.

How does 'Queen of the South' portray the drug trade?

The show presents a gritty and realistic portrayal of the drug trade, showcasing the harsh realities, moral
dilemmas, and the impact of drug trafficking on individuals and society.

What is the significance of Teresa's character development throughout the
series?

Teresa's character development is significant as it highlights her transformation from a vulnerable woman to a
strong and strategic leader, illustrating themes of empowerment and resilience.



What role do secondary characters play in 'Queen of the South'?

Secondary characters add depth to the narrative, providing insights into the drug world and influencing
Teresa's decisions, while also representing various facets of loyalty, betrayal, and ambition.
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