
obs chevy manual swap kit
obs chevy manual swap kit is a popular topic among automotive enthusiasts, particularly those
who own Chevrolet trucks and SUVs from the late 1980s to mid-1990s, commonly referred to as the
OBS (Old Body Style) generation. This era of Chevy vehicles is celebrated for its robust build quality
and classic styling, making it a favorite for restoration and modification projects. One of the most
sought-after modifications is the manual transmission swap, which can enhance driving engagement
and performance. In this article, we will explore the essentials of an OBS Chevy manual swap kit, the
benefits of such a swap, and the steps involved in the process.

Understanding the OBS Chevy Manual Swap Kit

An OBS Chevy manual swap kit is a collection of components designed to facilitate the conversion of
an automatic transmission to a manual one in Chevrolet trucks and SUVs produced between 1988
and 1998. This kit typically includes everything needed for the swap, from the transmission itself to
related hardware and components.

Components of a Manual Swap Kit

A complete OBS Chevy manual swap kit generally includes the following components:

Manual Transmission: Common choices include the NV3500 or the T56, depending on your
performance goals.

Clutch Pedal Assembly: This includes the clutch pedal, master cylinder, and slave cylinder.

Flywheel: A manual transmission flywheel is necessary to accommodate the clutch system.

Clutch Kit: This typically includes the clutch disc, pressure plate, and release bearing.

Transmission Mount: A mount designed for the manual transmission will ensure proper
alignment and stability.

Driveshaft: Modifications may be needed to the driveshaft length depending on the
transmission used.

Crossmember: A crossmember specific to the manual transmission may be required for
proper fitment.

Wiring Harness Modifications: You may need to make adjustments to the vehicle’s wiring
harness to accommodate the manual setup.



Benefits of an OBS Chevy Manual Swap

Swapping to a manual transmission can offer several benefits that enhance the driving experience.
Here are some of the key advantages:

1. Improved Driver Engagement

Driving a manual transmission provides a more engaging experience. Enthusiasts often enjoy the
challenge of shifting gears and the increased control over the vehicle’s power delivery.

2. Enhanced Performance

Manual transmissions are generally lighter than automatic transmissions, which can lead to
improved acceleration and handling. They also typically provide better power transfer and less
parasitic loss.

3. Better Fuel Economy

In many cases, manual transmissions offer better fuel economy compared to their automatic
counterparts. This is particularly true in highway driving scenarios where the driver can optimize
shift points.

4. Customization and Tuning Options

A manual transmission allows for more tuning options, enabling drivers to customize their vehicle's
performance to better suit their driving style.

5. Reliability and Simplicity

Manual transmissions tend to be simpler mechanically and are often considered more reliable than
automatics. This can mean less maintenance and fewer repairs over the life of the vehicle.

Step-by-Step Guide to Performing an OBS Chevy
Manual Swap

If you’re ready to take the plunge and perform a manual swap on your OBS Chevy, here’s a step-by-
step guide to help you through the process.



Step 1: Gather Your Tools and Components

Before starting the swap, ensure you have all necessary tools and parts. Common tools include:

Socket set

Wrenches

Jack and jack stands

Transmission jack

Pliers and screwdrivers

Torque wrench

Make sure you have your manual swap kit components ready to go.

Step 2: Remove the Automatic Transmission

1. Disconnect the battery.
2. Raise the vehicle using a jack and secure it with jack stands.
3. Remove the driveshaft and set it aside.
4. Disconnect the transmission linkage, wiring harness, and any other components connected to the
automatic transmission.
5. Unbolt the transmission from the engine and remove it from the vehicle using a transmission jack.

Step 3: Install the Manual Transmission Components

1. Install the flywheel onto the engine, ensuring it is torqued to the manufacturer’s specifications.
2. Install the clutch and pressure plate onto the flywheel.
3. Position the manual transmission in place and secure it with bolts.
4. Attach the transmission mount and ensure it is properly aligned.
5. Install the clutch pedal assembly inside the vehicle, making sure to connect the master and slave
cylinders.

Step 4: Modify the Driveshaft and Crossmember

Depending on the transmission used, you may need to modify or replace the driveshaft. Also, ensure
the crossmember is compatible with the new manual transmission.



Step 5: Update Wiring and Final Checks

1. Make any necessary wiring harness modifications to remove automatic transmission controls.
2. Reconnect the battery and check for any issues before starting the vehicle.
3. Bleed the clutch system to ensure proper engagement.

Step 6: Test Drive

Once everything is installed and checked, take your OBS Chevy for a test drive. Pay attention to the
clutch engagement, shifting, and overall performance.

Conclusion

The obs chevy manual swap kit offers a fantastic opportunity for automotive enthusiasts to
enhance their driving experience and performance. With the right components, tools, and a careful
approach, you can transform your OBS Chevy into a more engaging vehicle. Whether you’re looking
for improved performance, better fuel economy, or simply a more thrilling driving experience, a
manual transmission swap is worth considering. Happy wrenching!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an OBS Chevy manual swap kit?
An OBS Chevy manual swap kit is a specialized set of components designed to convert an older
model Chevy truck (specifically the '88-'98 models known as OBS - Old Body Style) from an
automatic transmission to a manual transmission.

What are the benefits of using a manual swap kit for OBS
Chevy trucks?
Benefits include improved driver engagement, better control over the vehicle, potentially enhanced
fuel economy, and the ability to handle more power, making it ideal for performance builds.

What parts are typically included in an OBS Chevy manual
swap kit?
Typically includes a manual transmission, clutch pedal assembly, master and slave cylinders,
hydraulic lines, a new clutch, and necessary hardware for installation.

Can I install an OBS Chevy manual swap kit myself, or should I



hire a professional?
While some experienced DIYers may handle the installation themselves, it requires mechanical
knowledge and tools. Hiring a professional is recommended for those unfamiliar with transmission
swaps.

What manual transmissions are compatible with the OBS
Chevy manual swap kit?
Common options include the NV3500, SM465, and T56 transmissions, but compatibility may depend
on the specific kit and the desired performance characteristics.

How much does an OBS Chevy manual swap kit typically cost?
Prices can vary widely based on the components included and brand, but a complete kit generally
ranges from $1,500 to $3,000, not including labor costs if you hire a mechanic.
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