
obiee interview questions and answers
OBIEE interview questions and answers are crucial for candidates looking to secure a
position in the field of Business Intelligence. Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise
Edition (OBIEE) is a comprehensive suite of tools that enables organizations to analyze
and visualize data effectively. As the demand for data-driven insights continues to grow,
preparing for an OBIEE interview becomes imperative. This article outlines common
interview questions and provides detailed answers to help candidates demonstrate their
knowledge and expertise in OBIEE.

Understanding OBIEE

Before diving into specific interview questions, it’s essential to understand what OBIEE is
and its core components.

What is OBIEE?

Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition (OBIEE) is a robust business intelligence
tool that allows users to perform data analysis, create reports, and develop dashboards. It
provides a unified interface for reporting and analytics, enabling organizations to make
informed decisions based on real-time data.

Core Components of OBIEE

OBIEE comprises several key components, including:

- BI Server: This is the core engine that processes queries and retrieves data from various
sources.
- BI Presentation Services: This component handles the presentation layer, allowing users
to create and interact with reports and dashboards.
- BI Administration Tool: This tool is used for metadata modeling and managing data
sources.
- BI Publisher: A reporting tool that enables users to create highly formatted reports.
- Smart View: An Excel add-in that allows users to access and analyze data from within
Microsoft Excel.

Common OBIEE Interview Questions

Here are some of the most frequently asked OBIEE interview questions, along with
detailed answers.



1. What are the key features of OBIEE?

OBIEE offers several key features that distinguish it from other BI tools:

- Ad-hoc Reporting: Users can create reports without needing deep technical knowledge.
- Dashboard Creation: Users can create interactive dashboards that provide a holistic view
of data.
- Data Visualization: OBIEE supports various data visualization options like graphs, charts,
and maps.
- Mobile Access: Users can access OBIEE reports and dashboards on mobile devices.
- Security: OBIEE provides robust security features to control user access to data and
reports.

2. What is the difference between a Logical Table and a
Physical Table in OBIEE?

- Physical Table: This refers to the actual tables in the database where the data is stored.
They correspond directly to the underlying data structure.
- Logical Table: This is an abstraction layer in the OBIEE repository that allows users to
define relationships between different physical tables. It enables users to create a
business-oriented view of the data.

3. Explain the purpose of the BI Administration Tool.

The BI Administration Tool is a key component of OBIEE used for:

- Metadata Management: It allows developers to create and modify the metadata layer of
the OBIEE repository.
- Data Modeling: Users can define logical and physical table structures, create joins, and
establish hierarchies.
- Repository Configuration: It enables the configuration of security settings, user roles,
and permissions.
- Testing: Users can test their queries and changes in a controlled environment before
deploying them to production.

4. What is a repository in OBIEE, and what are its types?

In OBIEE, a repository is a file that contains metadata information. There are two types of
repositories:

- BMM (Business Model and Mapping) Layer: This layer defines how the data is presented
to end-users and how it is related logically.
- Physical Layer: This layer includes the actual data sources, such as databases or flat
files, from which data is retrieved.



5. How do you create a dashboard in OBIEE?

Creating a dashboard in OBIEE involves the following steps:

1. Log into the OBIEE Console: Access the BI Presentation Services.
2. Navigate to Dashboards: Click on the "Dashboards" link.
3. Create a New Dashboard: Click on "New" to create a new dashboard.
4. Add Sections and Content: Drag and drop various components such as graphs, tables,
and prompts into the dashboard.
5. Save and Test: Save the dashboard and test it to ensure all components are functioning
as expected.

6. What is a pivot table in OBIEE?

A pivot table in OBIEE is a type of report that allows users to summarize and analyze data
in a tabular format. Users can:

- Drag and Drop Dimensions: Move dimensions into rows or columns to reconfigure the
layout.
- Apply Filters: Filter the data displayed in the pivot table.
- Drill Down: Users can drill down into data to view detailed information.

7. Explain the concept of "Drill Down" and "Drill Up" in
OBIEE.

- Drill Down: This allows users to view more detailed data by navigating from a summary
to lower levels of data. For example, drilling down from yearly sales data to monthly sales
data.
- Drill Up: Conversely, this allows users to navigate from detailed data to summary levels.
For example, moving from daily sales data to monthly sales data.

8. What are the different types of filters in OBIEE?

OBIEE offers several types of filters:

- Column Filters: Applied directly to columns in a report to limit the data displayed.
- Dashboard Filters: Applied at the dashboard level to affect all reports within the
dashboard.
- Session Variables: Used to filter data based on user-specific sessions.
- Request Filters: Applied to individual requests to control what data is returned.



9. How do you implement security in OBIEE?

Security in OBIEE can be implemented through:

- User Roles: Defining user roles and assigning permissions to control access to various
parts of the BI application.
- Object Privileges: Assigning privileges at different levels (e.g., data, reports, dashboards)
to control what users can see and do.
- Data Security: Implementing row-level security to restrict data access based on user
attributes.

10. What are the best practices for optimizing OBIEE
performance?

To optimize OBIEE performance, consider the following best practices:

- Use Aggregate Tables: Pre-aggregate data to improve query performance.
- Optimize Queries: Review and optimize SQL queries for efficiency.
- Limit Data Retrieved: Use filters to limit the amount of data returned in reports.
- Schedule Regular Maintenance: Ensure regular maintenance of the OBIEE server and
databases to keep performance optimal.

Conclusion

Preparing for an OBIEE interview involves understanding both the technical aspects of the
tool and how it fits within the broader context of business intelligence and data analysis.
Familiarizing yourself with common OBIEE interview questions and answers can
significantly boost your confidence and improve your chances of success in your job
search. By articulating your knowledge of OBIEE’s components, functionalities, and best
practices, you will be well-equipped to impress interviewers and demonstrate your
capability in leveraging this powerful business intelligence tool.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is OBIEE and what are its main components?
OBIEE (Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition) is a comprehensive business
intelligence platform that provides tools for reporting, analysis, and dashboards. Its main
components include BI Server, BI Presentation Services, BI Scheduler, and Oracle BI
Administration Tool.



How does the Oracle BI Server handle data?
The Oracle BI Server uses a unique query processing engine that allows it to access data
from multiple sources, including relational databases, OLAP sources, and flat files. It
aggregates, transforms, and optimizes data to provide a unified view for users.

What is a logical table in OBIEE?
A logical table in OBIEE represents a collection of related data that can be queried. It is
defined in the Business Model and Mapping layer, allowing users to define how physical
tables from the database correspond to the logical view presented to users.

What are some common types of prompts used in OBIEE
dashboards?
Common types of prompts in OBIEE dashboards include column prompts, dashboard
prompts, and date prompts. These allow users to filter data dynamically and customize
their reports based on specific criteria.

Explain the difference between 'repository' and 'catalog'
in OBIEE.
In OBIEE, the 'repository' (RPD file) is where the metadata is stored, including data
models and business logic. The 'catalog', on the other hand, is where the actual reports,
dashboards, and other BI content are stored and managed for end users.

What is the significance of the BI Administration Tool
in OBIEE?
The BI Administration Tool is a critical component of OBIEE used for creating and
managing the repository (RPD). It allows developers to define data models, establish
relationships, create measures and dimensions, and configure security settings.
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