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The New York Fire Department (NYFD) Forcible Entry Manual serves as a vital resource for
firefighters and emergency responders dealing with situations where access to a structure
is critical. Forcible entry techniques are essential in emergency scenarios, where time is of
the essence, such as fires, rescues, and other urgent incidents. This article provides an in-
depth look at the NYFD Forcible Entry Manual, exploring its purpose, techniques, tools, and
best practices.

Purpose of the Forcible Entry Manual

The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual is designed to provide firefighters with the knowledge and
skills necessary to gain access to buildings safely and efficiently. The manual outlines:

- Safety Guidelines: Prioritizing the safety of firefighters and victims during forcible entry
operations.
- Techniques: Proven methods for breaching doors, windows, and other barriers.
- Tools and Equipment: Essential tools that aid in forcible entry.
- Situational Awareness: Understanding the environment and potential hazards.

By adhering to the guidelines outlined in the manual, firefighters can effectively minimize
risks and maximize the chances of success during emergency operations.

Types of Forcible Entry

Forcible entry can be categorized based on the type of barriers encountered. The following
are the primary types of forcible entry techniques:

1. Door Entry

Door entry is the most common form of forcible entry and can vary based on the type of
door, locking mechanism, and materials used. Key considerations include:

- Type of Door: Wooden, metal, or glass.
- Locking Mechanism: Deadbolts, padlocks, or mortise locks.

2. Window Entry

When doors are inaccessible, windows may serve as alternative entry points. Techniques



for window entry include:

- Breaking Glass: Using tools to shatter the glass safely.
- Removing Screens: Taking off any protective screens to gain access.

3. Wall and Roof Entry

In some cases, gaining entry through walls or roofs may be necessary. This could involve:

- Breach Techniques: Cutting or breaking through structural materials.
- Ladder Use: Accessing roofs or upper windows using ladders.

Tools for Forcible Entry

The right tools are essential for effective forcible entry. The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual
details various tools, each serving specific purposes:

1. Halligan Bar

The Halligan bar is a versatile tool designed for prying, twisting, or striking. Its unique
design enables firefighters to:

- Pry open doors: Leveraging the tool against door frames.
- Break windows: Using the pointed end to shatter glass.

2. Axe

The axe is a staple tool in any firefighter's arsenal, useful for:

- Chopping through doors: Creating openings in wooden doors.
- Breaking windows: The flat side can also be used effectively for this purpose.

3. Sledgehammer

A sledgehammer provides significant force and is often used for:

- Breach heavy doors: Delivering powerful blows to overcome resistance.
- Breaking through locks: Applying force directly to locking mechanisms.



4. Bolt Cutters

Bolt cutters are essential for cutting through chains or padlocks. Their advantages include:

- Quick access: Allowing firefighters to cut through barriers with ease.
- Portability: Easy to carry and maneuver on-site.

5. Power Tools

In certain situations, power tools may be necessary for forcible entry. Examples include:

- Reciprocating Saws: Effective for cutting through doors and windows.
- Circular Saws: Useful for quick access in various materials.

Techniques for Forcible Entry

Effective forcible entry requires a combination of knowledge, skill, and practice. The NYFD
Forcible Entry Manual outlines several techniques, including:

1. Door Forcing Techniques

- Conventional Forcing: Using the Halligan bar and axe to gain access.
- Ramming Techniques: Employing a battering ram to break through doors.
- Lock Bypass: Manipulating or cutting locks to gain entry.

2. Window Entry Techniques

- Glazing Techniques: Breaking glass while minimizing injury from shards.
- Frame Removal: Removing window frames to create larger openings.

3. Utilizing Tools Effectively

- Proper Grip: Ensure a firm grip on tools to maximize leverage.
- Team Coordination: Working with partners to execute techniques safely and efficiently.

Safety Considerations

Safety is paramount during forcible entry operations. The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual



emphasizes the following safety protocols:

- Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear appropriate gear, including helmets,
gloves, and eye protection.
- Situational Awareness: Continuously assess the environment for hazards, such as smoke,
fire, or structural instability.
- Communication: Maintain clear communication with team members to coordinate efforts
and ensure safety.
- Exit Strategy: Always have a clear plan for retreat if conditions deteriorate.

Training and Practice

To be effective in forcible entry, firefighters must engage in regular training and practice.
The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual recommends:

- Drills: Conducting regular drills to practice techniques and tool usage.
- Simulation Exercises: Utilizing mock scenarios to improve decision-making and teamwork.
- Classroom Learning: Attending courses to stay current with best practices and innovations
in forcible entry.

Conclusion

The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual is an invaluable resource for firefighters and emergency
responders, providing essential guidelines for gaining access to structures in critical
situations. By understanding the types of forcible entry, utilizing the right tools, and
practicing effective techniques, firefighters can enhance their operational efficiency and
safety. The manual underscores the importance of ongoing training and situational
awareness to ensure successful forcible entry operations, ultimately saving lives and
property during emergencies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the NYFD Forcible Entry Manual?
The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual serves as a comprehensive guide for firefighters to
effectively and safely gain entry into buildings during emergencies when conventional
methods fail.

What techniques are covered in the NYFD Forcible Entry
Manual?
The manual covers various techniques including the use of hand tools, power tools, and
methods for breaching doors, windows, and other barriers.



Who is the intended audience for the NYFD Forcible
Entry Manual?
The intended audience includes firefighters, fire officers, and emergency responders who
require knowledge of forcible entry techniques in their operations.

How does the NYFD Forcible Entry Manual address
safety concerns?
The manual emphasizes safety by outlining best practices, proper tool usage, and
situational awareness to prevent injuries during forcible entry operations.

Are there illustrations or diagrams in the NYFD Forcible
Entry Manual?
Yes, the manual includes illustrations and diagrams to help visualize techniques and
procedures, making it easier for users to understand and apply them.

Can the techniques from the NYFD Forcible Entry
Manual be applied to non-fire emergencies?
While the manual focuses on fire-related scenarios, many forcible entry techniques can also
be adapted for use in other emergency situations such as rescue operations or law
enforcement.

Is the NYFD Forcible Entry Manual regularly updated?
Yes, the manual is periodically reviewed and updated to incorporate new techniques, tools,
and best practices based on the latest research and field experiences.

What tools are recommended in the NYFD Forcible
Entry Manual?
The manual recommends a variety of tools including axes, sledgehammers, pry bars, and
hydraulic tools, along with guidance on their proper use.

How can new firefighters learn about the NYFD Forcible
Entry Manual?
New firefighters can learn about the manual through training programs, workshops, and
mentorship from experienced personnel who are familiar with its content.

Where can I access the NYFD Forcible Entry Manual?
The NYFD Forcible Entry Manual can typically be accessed through departmental training
resources, official NYFD publications, or online platforms dedicated to firefighting training



materials.
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