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Understanding Numbers in Sign Language

Numbers in sign language play a crucial role in effective communication within the deaf and hard-of-
hearing communities. Just like spoken languages, sign languages have their own unique way of
representing numbers. Learning how to sign numbers is essential for anyone wishing to communicate in
sign language, whether for personal, educational, or professional purposes. In this article, we will explore
the various aspects of numbers in sign language, including their representation, importance, and some tips
for learning them.

The Basics of Sign Language Numbers

Sign languages, such as American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), and others, each
have their own distinct numerical signs. However, many of the principles apply across various sign
languages. Here are the fundamental aspects:

1. Manual Representation: Numbers are represented using specific hand shapes and movements. Each
number from 0 to 9 has a unique sign.
2. Finger Spelling: For numbers beyond 10, or when requiring clarity, signers often use finger-spelling to
communicate a number.
3. Combining Signs: Numbers can be combined with other signs to form larger numbers, similar to how we
use digits in spoken languages.

Number Signs from 0 to 10

Here is a brief overview of how to sign the numbers from 0 to 10 in ASL:

0: Make a fist with your thumb around the back.

1: Extend your index finger while keeping the other fingers folded down.

2: Extend your index and middle fingers while keeping the others folded down.

3: Extend your index, middle, and ring fingers while folding the other fingers down.



4: Extend your four fingers with the thumb folded down.

5: Extend all five fingers with the palm facing forward.

6: Hold up your pinky and thumb, with the other three fingers folded down.

7: Hold up your ring and pinky fingers, with the thumb and index finger extended, and the middle
finger folded down.

8: Hold up your index, middle, ring, and pinky fingers, with the thumb folded down.

9: Hold up your index finger and thumb, with the other fingers folded down.

10: Hold up your thumb and index finger, with the other fingers folded down.

Forming Larger Numbers

Once you are comfortable with the basic numbers, you can start learning how to form larger numbers.
Here are some key pointers:

1. Combining Basic Signs: For numbers above 10, you combine the signs for the digits. For instance, to sign
12, you would sign "1" followed by "2."
2. Grouping: Numbers are generally grouped by their place value. For example, to sign 23, you would sign
"2" followed by "3."
3. Using Context: Context can help clarify the number being signed—like using signs for "hundred" or
"thousand" when needed.

Advanced Number Concepts in Sign Language

As you delve deeper into numbers in sign language, you will encounter more advanced concepts, such as:

1. Ordinal Numbers: To express order or sequence (first, second, third), specific signs are used. For example,
the sign for "first" includes a motion that indicates the concept of being at the front.
2. Fractions and Decimals: These concepts require additional signs. For instance, "half" and "quarter" have
their own specific signs.
3. Mathematical Operations: Basic operations like addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division also have
signs. Understanding these can be helpful in educational contexts.



Importance of Learning Numbers in Sign Language

Learning numbers in sign language is essential for several reasons:

Effective Communication

Numbers are integral to everyday conversation. They are used in a variety of contexts, from discussing age
and time to managing finances. Being able to sign numbers fluently enhances communication with deaf
individuals, allowing for a smoother exchange of information.

Accessibility in Education and Employment

For students who are deaf or hard of hearing, comprehension of numbers is vital in educational settings.
Similarly, in the workplace, understanding numerical information is crucial for roles that require data
analysis, budgeting, or scheduling. Employers who are familiar with numbers in sign language can create a
more inclusive environment.

Social Interactions

Whether at social gatherings, community events, or casual encounters, the ability to convey numerical
information can enrich relationships and foster connections. Mastering numbers in sign language can help
you engage more meaningfully with individuals in the deaf community.

Tips for Learning Numbers in Sign Language

If you are interested in learning numbers in sign language, here are some effective tips to help you along
the way:

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is essential for mastering signs. Set aside time each day to1.
practice your numbers.

Use Visual Aids: Flashcards, videos, and diagrams can help reinforce your learning. Visual aids make2.
it easier to remember the signs associated with specific numbers.



Engage with the Community: Attend deaf events, workshops, or classes. Engaging with native3.
signers will enhance your understanding and provide real-world practice.

Utilize Online Resources: Websites and apps dedicated to sign language learning can be highly4.
beneficial. Many of these resources offer video demonstrations of number signs.

Be Patient: Learning a new language takes time, so be patient with yourself. Celebrate your5.
progress, no matter how small.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding numbers in sign language is an essential skill for effective communication
within the deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. By familiarizing yourself with how numbers are
represented and practicing regularly, you can enhance your ability to engage with others meaningfully.
As you continue your journey in learning sign language, remember that every step you take brings you
closer to bridging the communication gap and fostering inclusivity. Whether for personal enrichment,
educational growth, or professional development, mastering numbers in sign language opens the door to a
world of connection and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of numbers in sign language?
Numbers in sign language are essential for communication, allowing users to convey quantities, dates,
times, and other numerical information efficiently.

How do you sign the number '1' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
To sign the number '1' in ASL, extend your index finger while keeping the other fingers curled into your
palm.

Are there different signs for numbers in various sign languages?
Yes, different sign languages around the world have their own unique signs for numbers, so the signs used
in ASL may differ from those in British Sign Language (BSL) or others.



What is a common method for teaching numbers in sign language?
A common method for teaching numbers includes using visual aids, repetition, and interactive activities
like games to help learners practice and remember the signs.

Can you use sign language numbers in everyday situations?
Absolutely! Sign language numbers can be used in various everyday situations, such as ordering food,
telling time, or discussing prices.

How do you sign the numbers 11 to 19 in ASL?
In ASL, numbers 11 through 19 are signed by starting with the number 1 or 2 and then shaking the hand
in a fist shape for 11-15, or adding the corresponding number for 16-19.

What resources are available for learning sign language numbers?
Resources for learning sign language numbers include online courses, instructional videos, apps, and local
community classes that focus on sign language education.
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