
notre dame mfa creative writing

notre dame mfa creative writing is a prestigious graduate program offered by the University of Notre
Dame, designed to cultivate the talents of emerging writers and prepare them for professional careers in
the literary arts. This program emphasizes a rigorous curriculum, blending workshop experiences with
advanced study in literature and writing theory. Students engage deeply with faculty mentors who are
accomplished writers, fostering an environment of creativity and critical feedback. Notre Dame's MFA in
Creative Writing is well-known for its distinguished faculty, diverse course offerings, and commitment to
developing a strong literary community. This article will explore key aspects of the program, including its
curriculum structure, faculty expertise, admission requirements, funding opportunities, and career
outcomes for graduates. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of what makes the Notre Dame
MFA Creative Writing program unique and how it supports the development of successful writers.
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Program Overview and Curriculum
The Notre Dame MFA Creative Writing program offers a two-year curriculum focusing on various genres
including fiction, poetry, nonfiction, and hybrid forms. The program balances workshop-style classes with
literature seminars, allowing students to both create original work and critically engage with literary texts.
Core components include intensive writing workshops, craft seminars, and a final thesis project, which
typically consists of a book-length manuscript. Students also participate in readings, lectures, and literary
events that enrich their educational experience.

Workshop Structure and Course Offerings
Workshops are central to the Notre Dame MFA Creative Writing experience. They provide a collaborative
environment where students submit their work for peer and faculty critique. Courses cover a broad
spectrum of writing styles and techniques, often incorporating experimental approaches alongside



traditional genres. In addition to workshops, students take courses in literary theory, contemporary
literature, and professional development tailored to writers.

Thesis Requirements
The culminating thesis is a significant element of the program, requiring students to produce a polished
manuscript suitable for publication. The thesis demonstrates mastery of the craft and serves as a portfolio for
future career pursuits. Faculty advisors guide students through the development, revision, and completion
of their projects.

Faculty and Mentorship
One of the program’s distinguishing features is its accomplished faculty, composed of nationally recognized
poets, novelists, and nonfiction writers. Faculty members bring extensive publishing experience and a
commitment to mentoring emerging writers. Their diverse backgrounds and literary perspectives offer
students a rich educational environment.

Faculty Expertise
The Notre Dame MFA Creative Writing faculty includes award-winning authors and scholars who
specialize in various literary traditions and contemporary trends. Their expertise spans multiple genres and
forms, allowing students to find mentorship aligned with their creative interests. Faculty also actively
participate in literary communities beyond the university, providing students with networking
opportunities.

Mentorship and Student-Faculty Interaction
Mentorship is integral to the program’s structure, with faculty working closely with students to refine
their craft and navigate the publishing landscape. Regular one-on-one meetings, personalized feedback, and
career advice are hallmarks of the Notre Dame MFA experience, fostering strong relationships between
students and mentors.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to the Notre Dame MFA Creative Writing program is highly competitive, requiring applicants
to demonstrate exceptional writing ability and academic readiness. The program seeks candidates with a
clear commitment to literary arts and the potential for significant creative growth.



Application Components
Applicants must submit a writing portfolio, usually consisting of original fiction, poetry, or nonfiction work,
along with academic transcripts, letters of recommendation, and a statement of purpose. The writing sample
is critically important, as it showcases the applicant’s voice, style, and technical skills. GRE scores may be
required or recommended depending on the application cycle.

Selection Criteria
The admissions committee evaluates candidates based on the quality of their writing, fit with the program’s
offerings, and academic credentials. Diversity of experience and literary interests are also considered to
cultivate a vibrant and varied student body. Interviews may be part of the process to assess applicants’ goals
and compatibility with the program.

Funding and Financial Aid
Notre Dame offers competitive funding packages for MFA students, including fellowships, assistantships,
and scholarships. These financial support options help reduce the cost of graduate study and allow students
to focus on their creative work.

Teaching and Research Assistantships
Many students receive teaching assistantships, which provide stipends and tuition remission in exchange
for teaching undergraduate writing courses or assisting faculty. These roles offer valuable pedagogical
experience and professional development in academic settings.

Fellowships and Scholarships
The program also awards fellowships based on merit and artistic promise. These fellowships may cover full
or partial tuition and sometimes include additional stipends for living expenses. Applicants are encouraged
to explore external funding sources and university-wide scholarships as well.

Career Opportunities and Alumni Success
Graduates of the Notre Dame MFA Creative Writing program pursue diverse careers in writing,
publishing, academia, and related fields. The program emphasizes preparation for professional life as authors,
editors, educators, and literary entrepreneurs.



Post-Graduate Employment
Many alumni secure positions as published authors, literary agents, editors, or professors at universities and
colleges. The program’s strong network and reputation provide access to literary communities and
professional opportunities nationwide.

Notable Alumni Achievements
Notre Dame MFA creative writing alumni have achieved recognition through major literary awards, book
publications, and contributions to respected magazines and journals. Their successes underscore the
program’s effectiveness in nurturing skilled and innovative writers.

Resources for Career Development
The program offers workshops, networking events, and internship opportunities designed to prepare
students for the competitive literary marketplace. Career services focus on resume building, publishing
strategies, and grant writing to support long-term creative careers.

Comprehensive curriculum with workshops and seminars

Distinguished faculty with mentorship focus

Competitive and holistic admissions process

Robust funding through assistantships and fellowships

Strong career support and successful alumni network

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the application requirements for the Notre Dame MFA in
Creative Writing program?
Applicants to the Notre Dame MFA in Creative Writing program typically need to submit a writing
sample, transcripts, letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and a resume or CV. Specific
requirements may vary, so it's best to check the official Notre Dame English Department website for the



most current information.

What genres does the Notre Dame MFA in Creative Writing program
specialize in?
The Notre Dame MFA program offers concentrations in poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction, allowing
students to focus on their preferred genre while also exploring interdisciplinary approaches to writing.

Are there funding opportunities available for students in the Notre Dame
MFA Creative Writing program?
Yes, the Notre Dame MFA in Creative Writing offers funding packages that often include full or partial
tuition waivers and stipends through teaching assistantships or fellowships, helping to support students
financially during their studies.

What kind of career support does Notre Dame provide for MFA Creative
Writing graduates?
Notre Dame provides career services, alumni networks, and mentorship opportunities to help MFA
graduates pursue careers in writing, publishing, academia, and related fields. Workshops, readings, and
networking events are also part of the program.

How long is the Notre Dame MFA in Creative Writing program and
what is its structure?
The Notre Dame MFA in Creative Writing is typically a two to three-year program that includes
workshops, literature courses, and a creative thesis. The curriculum is designed to develop students’
writing skills, critical thinking, and professional readiness.

Additional Resources
1. Notre Dame MFA: Crafting Stories of the Heart
This book offers an in-depth look into the creative writing program at the University of Notre Dame. It
explores how the MFA cultivates a supportive environment for emerging writers to develop their unique
voices. Through interviews with faculty and alumni, readers gain insight into the workshops, mentorship,
and literary community that define the program.

2. Writing Faith: Spirituality and the Notre Dame MFA Experience
An exploration of how spirituality and faith influence the creative writing process at Notre Dame. This
collection of essays highlights the intersection of religious themes and literary craft within the MFA



curriculum. It provides examples of student work that engage with questions of meaning, morality, and
transcendence.

3. From Classroom to Publication: Success Stories from Notre Dame MFA Graduates
Featuring profiles of successful graduates, this book showcases how the Notre Dame MFA program
prepares writers for the literary world. Readers learn about the diverse paths alumni take, from publishing
novels and poetry to teaching and editing. The book also offers practical advice from graduates on
navigating the publishing industry.

4. Workshop Wisdom: Techniques and Tips from Notre Dame MFA Faculty
A practical guide based on the teaching philosophies of Notre Dame’s creative writing instructors. This book
includes writing exercises, revision strategies, and advice on giving and receiving feedback. It is designed
to help writers at all levels sharpen their skills through the workshop model.

5. Narrative Voices: Exploring Genre in Notre Dame’s MFA Program
This title delves into the variety of genres embraced within the Notre Dame MFA curriculum, from
poetry and fiction to creative nonfiction and hybrid forms. It discusses how the program encourages
experimentation and genre-blending. The book also includes sample works that exemplify innovative
narrative techniques.

6. The Notre Dame MFA Anthology: Emerging Voices
An annual collection of standout pieces written by current students in the MFA program. This anthology
captures the diversity of styles and themes explored by emerging writers. It serves as both a showcase of
talent and a snapshot of the contemporary literary landscape fostered by Notre Dame.

7. Writing Through the Catholic Imagination: Notre Dame MFA Perspectives
This book examines how Catholic intellectual traditions inform and inspire the writing produced in Notre
Dame’s MFA program. Contributors analyze themes such as grace, redemption, and community in
contemporary literature. It provides a unique lens on the integration of faith and art.

8. Mentorship and Mastery: The Faculty-Student Dynamic in Notre Dame’s MFA
Focusing on the crucial role of mentorship, this book explores the relationships between MFA faculty and
students. It highlights how personalized guidance helps writers refine their craft and find their voices. The
text features testimonials and case studies illustrating successful mentorship practices.

9. Building Literary Communities: The Notre Dame MFA Network
An examination of the vibrant literary community surrounding Notre Dame’s MFA program. This book
discusses reading series, literary festivals, and alumni networks that support writers beyond the classroom.
It also considers the impact of community engagement on creative growth and career development.
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