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The North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016 serves as a vital resource for individuals who have
undertaken the role of a notary public in North Carolina. This manual outlines the responsibilities, legal
framework, and best practices necessary for performing notarial duties effectively and ethically. Notaries play
an essential role in ensuring the integrity of documents and transactions, and understanding the guidelines set
forth in this manual is crucial for maintaining a trustworthy public service.

Overview of Notarization in North Carolina

Notarization is the process through which a notary public verifies the identity of individuals signing important
documents, ensuring that they do so willingly and without coercion. The North Carolina Secretary of State
oversees the commissioning and regulation of notaries in the state, establishing rules that not only protect
the public but also guide notaries in their duties.

Purpose of Notaries

The primary purposes of notaries include:

- Deterrence of Fraud: By verifying identities and ensuring that documents are signed willingly, notaries help
prevent fraud.
- Witnessing Signatures: Notaries serve as impartial witnesses to the signing of documents.
- Affidavits and Acknowledgments: Notaries can administer oaths and affirmations, making their role critical in
legal proceedings.

Becoming a Notary Public in North Carolina

To become a notary public in North Carolina, individuals must meet specific criteria and follow a set process.

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for a notary commission in North Carolina, applicants must:

1. Be at least 18 years old.
2. Be a resident of North Carolina or have a place of employment or practice in the state.
3. Be able to read and write English.
4. Not have been convicted of a felony or, if convicted, have had their rights restored.

Application Process

The following steps outline the application process:

1. Complete an Education Course: Applicants must complete a notary public education course approved by the
North Carolina Secretary of State.
2. Fill Out an Application: After completing the course, applicants must fill out the application form, which



includes personal information, residency details, and any criminal history.
3. Submit the Application: Send the completed application along with the required fee to the appropriate office.
4. Await Approval: Once the application is reviewed and approved, the applicant will receive their notary
commission.

Roles and Responsibilities of a Notary Public

Once commissioned, notaries public have specific responsibilities that they must fulfill diligently.

Key Responsibilities

Notaries must:

- Verify Identity: Confirm the identity of individuals signing documents through valid forms of identification.
- Maintain a Notary Journal: Keep a record of all notarial acts performed, including details about the signers,
the type of document, and the date of the notarization.
- Administer Oaths and Affirmations: Provide oaths for affidavits and other legal documents when required.
- Ensure Understanding: Make sure that signers understand the documents they are signing and that they are
signing voluntarily.

Common Notarial Acts

Notaries in North Carolina are authorized to perform several types of notarial acts, including:

- Acknowledgments
- Jurats
- Oaths and affirmations
- Copy certifications
- Protests

Notarial Ethics and Best Practices

Ethics play a significant role in a notary's duties. Notaries must adhere to specific ethical guidelines to
maintain public trust.

Code of Ethics

Notaries should follow these ethical principles:

- Impartiality: Remain neutral and avoid any conflicts of interest.
- Confidentiality: Keep all information obtained during the notarization process confidential.
- Competence: Stay informed about notarial laws and practices to perform duties accurately.

Best Practices for Notaries

To enhance their effectiveness, notaries should consider the following best practices:



- Always perform due diligence in verifying identities.
- Use a consistent and clear method to complete notarial certificates.
- Keep updated with any changes in notary laws and regulations.
- Maintain a secure and organized notary journal.

Common Challenges Faced by Notaries

Despite their important role, notaries often face various challenges that can complicate their duties.

Identifying Fraudulent Documents

Notaries must be vigilant in recognizing signs of fraud, such as:

- Forged signatures or alterations on documents.
- Suspicious behavior from signers.
- Inconsistent information provided by signers.

Understanding Legal Implications

Notaries must be aware of the legal implications of their actions. Misconduct or negligence can lead to:

- Legal liabilities.
- Loss of notary commission.
- Criminal charges in severe cases.

Resources for Notaries in North Carolina

To assist notaries in their duties, several resources are available:

- North Carolina Secretary of State: The official website provides updated information on notary laws and
guidelines.
- Notary Associations: Organizations like the National Notary Association offer training, support, and
networking opportunities.
- Educational Materials: Various books and online courses are available to help notaries understand their
responsibilities better.

Conclusion

The North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016 is an essential guide for anyone looking to understand the
role and responsibilities of a notary public. By following the ethical guidelines and best practices outlined in
the manual, notaries can ensure that they provide valuable services to their communities while upholding the
integrity of the notarial process. As the landscape of law and technology evolves, continuous education and
awareness remain crucial for notaries to perform their duties effectively and ethically, ensuring that they
contribute positively to the legal framework of North Carolina.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016?

The North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016 serves as a comprehensive guide for notaries public in North
Carolina, outlining their duties, responsibilities, and the laws governing notarial acts.

Where can I find the North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016?

The North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016 can be found on the North Carolina Secretary of State's
website, where it is available for download as a PDF.

What are some key responsibilities of a notary public as outlined in the
2016 manual?

Key responsibilities include verifying the identity of signers, administering oaths, and maintaining a notary
journal of all notarial acts performed.

Does the North Carolina Notary Public Manual 2016 include information
on notarial fees?

Yes, the manual includes a section detailing the maximum fees that notaries may charge for their services as
established by North Carolina law.

What topics are covered in the North Carolina Notary Public Manual
2016?

Topics include the appointment process, required qualifications, proper notarial procedures, handling of
documents, and legal implications of notarial acts.

How often is the North Carolina Notary Public Manual updated?

The manual is typically updated periodically to reflect changes in laws and regulations, but specific update
schedules may vary.

Are there any specific training requirements for notaries in North Carolina
as per the 2016 manual?

Yes, the manual recommends that notaries complete a training course and pass an exam to ensure they
understand their duties and the legal framework.

What should a notary do if they encounter a situation not covered in the
2016 manual?

If faced with an unusual situation, a notary should consult the North Carolina Secretary of State’s office
or seek legal advice to ensure compliance with the law.

Can I still use the North Carolina Notary Public Manual from 2016 for
current practices?

While the 2016 manual provides valuable information, it's important to verify if there have been updates or



changes in the law since 2016 to ensure compliance with current practices.
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