
new england patriots playoff history
New England Patriots playoff history is a fascinating saga that reflects the evolution of one of the
most successful franchises in the National Football League (NFL). The Patriots, based in Foxborough,
Massachusetts, have built a storied legacy characterized by remarkable performances, legendary
players, and unforgettable moments in the postseason. This article delves into the Patriots’ playoff
journey, highlighting key eras, notable games, and the franchise's impact on the NFL.

Early Years: A Struggling Franchise

The New England Patriots were established in 1960 as a charter member of the American Football
League (AFL). The team struggled in its early years, with limited playoff appearances and a lack of
success. It wasn't until the 1985 season that the Patriots first made a significant playoff impact.

The 1985 Season: First Super Bowl Appearance

In 1985, under head coach Raymond Berry, the Patriots clinched their first AFC Championship,
marking a significant turning point for the franchise. Their playoff run included:

Defeating the New York Jets in the Wild Card round.1.

Securing a victory over the Los Angeles Raiders in the AFC Divisional Round.2.

Winning the AFC Championship against the Miami Dolphins.3.

The culmination of this postseason journey was a trip to Super Bowl XX, where the Patriots faced the
Chicago Bears. Unfortunately, they lost the game 46-10, but the experience laid the groundwork for
future success.

The Bill Parcells Era: A Resurgence

The early 1990s saw the Patriots under head coach Bill Parcells. This era marked a resurgence for the
team, highlighted by a return to the playoffs in 1994 and a second Super Bowl appearance in 1996.

1996 Season: Second Super Bowl Appearance

The 1996 season was a pinnacle moment for the Patriots, as they finished with an impressive 11-5
record. The playoff path included:



A victory against the Jacksonville Jaguars in the AFC Wild Card round.1.

Defeating the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC Championship.2.

The Patriots reached Super Bowl XXXI, where they faced the Green Bay Packers. The game was
competitive, but the Patriots fell short, losing 35-21. Nevertheless, the team's performance paved the
way for future playoff success.

The Brady-Belichick Dynasty

The arrival of quarterback Tom Brady and head coach Bill Belichick in 2000 transformed the Patriots
into a powerhouse. This dynasty period from the 2001 season through the 2019 season is marked by
numerous playoff appearances and championships.

2001 Season: The First Super Bowl Win

The 2001 season is particularly significant as it marked the beginning of the Patriots' dynasty. After a
tumultuous regular season, the Patriots entered the playoffs as a Wild Card team. Their playoff
journey included:

Defeating the Oakland Raiders in the infamous "Tuck Rule" game.1.

Winning against the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC Championship.2.

In Super Bowl XXXVI, the Patriots faced the St. Louis Rams, and with a last-minute field goal, they
clinched their first Super Bowl title, winning 20-17.

Continued Success in the 2000s

The following years saw the Patriots maintain their dominance in the NFL. They made the playoffs
consistently, appearing in multiple Super Bowls:

2003 Season: The Patriots won Super Bowl XXXVIII against the Carolina Panthers, 32-29.

2004 Season: The team secured back-to-back titles by defeating the Philadelphia Eagles in
Super Bowl XXXIX, 24-21.

2007 Season: The Patriots finished the regular season undefeated, but lost to the New York
Giants in Super Bowl XLII, 17-14.



2010s Success: The team reached the Super Bowl in 2011, 2014, and 2016, winning in 2014
against the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLIX, and in 2016 against the Atlanta Falcons in
Super Bowl LI, where they staged a historic comeback.

Recent Years and Playoff Challenges

The 2019 season marked the conclusion of the Brady-Belichick era, with Brady leaving for the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers in 2020. The team faced challenges in the subsequent seasons, including rebuilding
and adjusting to a new quarterback.

2020 Season: A New Era Begins

In 2020, the Patriots missed the playoffs for the first time since 2008. The team struggled with
consistency, and the absence of Brady was keenly felt. However, the franchise remained committed
to rebuilding, drafting young talent, and regaining its competitive edge.

2021-2023 Seasons: A Return to the Playoffs

The Patriots returned to the playoffs in the 2021 season, led by rookie quarterback Mac Jones.
Although they lost in the Wild Card round to the Buffalo Bills, the return to the postseason
represented hope for the future.

In 2022, the Patriots continued to build on their young roster but again faced challenges in a
competitive AFC East. The 2023 season is poised to be crucial for the team's development and
trajectory.

Notable Playoff Moments

Throughout the Patriots' playoff history, several moments stand out:

The "Tuck Rule" Game: A controversial call that allowed the Patriots to tie the game against
the Raiders in 2002.

Super Bowl LI Comeback: The Patriots overcame a 28-3 deficit against the Falcons to win in
overtime, marking the first Super Bowl to go to extra time.

Brady's Record-Breaking Performances: Tom Brady holds numerous postseason records,
including most career touchdown passes and Super Bowl MVP awards.



Conclusion

The New England Patriots playoff history is a rich tapestry woven with triumphs, challenges, and
unforgettable moments. From their early struggles to the establishment of a dynasty under Brady and
Belichick, the franchise has left an indelible mark on the NFL. As the Patriots continue to evolve, their
commitment to excellence and pursuit of championships remains a core part of their identity,
ensuring that their playoff history will only grow richer in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the New England Patriots first appear in the
playoffs?
The New England Patriots first appeared in the playoffs in 1976.

How many Super Bowl titles have the New England Patriots
won?
The New England Patriots have won a total of six Super Bowl titles.

Who was the Patriots' head coach during their most
successful playoff runs?
Bill Belichick has been the head coach during the Patriots' most successful playoff runs, starting in
2000.

What is the Patriots' record in Super Bowl appearances?
The New England Patriots have a record of 6 wins and 5 losses in Super Bowl appearances.

In which year did the Patriots achieve their first Super Bowl
victory?
The Patriots achieved their first Super Bowl victory in 2001, defeating the St. Louis Rams in Super
Bowl XXXVI.

What notable playoff comeback did the Patriots achieve
against the Atlanta Falcons?
The Patriots staged a historic comeback in Super Bowl LI in 2017, overcoming a 28-3 deficit to win
34-28 in overtime.
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