NEW DEAL SUMMARY QUESTIONS ANSWER KEY

New DeaL SuMMARY QUESTIONS ANSWER KEY: THE NEw DEAL, A SERIES OF PROGRAMS AND POLICIES IMPLEMENTED BY
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT IN RESPONSE TO THE GREAT DEPRESSION, HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF EXTENSIVE STUDY AND
DEBATE. UNDERSTANDING THE NEW DEAL INVOLVES EXAMINING ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT, MAJOR INITIATIVES, AND LASTING
IMPACT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY. FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE, SUMMARY QUESTIONS SERVE AS AN EFFECTIVE TOOL TO
ASSESS COMPREHENSION AND ENCOURAGE DEEPER ANALYSIS OF THIS CRITICAL PERIOD IN U.S. HISTORY. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES
A COMPREHENSIVE ANSWER KEY FOR COMMON SUMMARY QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE NEW DEAL, ALONG WITH INSIGHTS INTO
ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT oF THE New DEAL

THe GReAT DEPRESSION
THE NE\X/ DEAL W AS BORN OUT OF NECESSITY DURING ONE OF THE MOST CHALLENGING ECONOMIC TIMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

THe GREAT DEPRESSION BEGAN IN 1929 AND LASTED THROUGH THE LATE 1930S, CHARACTERIZED BY:

1. HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT: AT ITS PEAK, UNEMPLOYMENT RATES SOARED TO AROUND 25%,.
2. \WIDESPREAD POVERTY: MANY FAMILIES LOST THEIR SAVINGS, HOMES, AND LIVELIHOODS.
3. BANK FAILURES: THOUSANDS OF BANKS COLLAPSED, WIPING OUT MILLIONS OF SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.

THE ECONOMIC TURMOIL LED TO A DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING OF THE AMERICAN
POPULACE.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT’s PRESIDENCY

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT WAS ELECTED IN 1932 WITH A PROMISE TO PROVIDE RELIEF, RECOVERY, AND REFORM. His APPROACH
WAS CHARACTERIZED BY:

- STRONG LEADERSHIP: ROOSEVELT’'S CHARISMATIC LEADERSHIP HELPED TO INSTILL HOPE.
- INNOVATIVE POLICIES: HE INTRODUCED AN ARRAY OF PROGRAMS AIMED AT ECONOMIC RECOVERY.
- PoLITICAL STRATEGY: His ABILITY TO WORK WITH CONGRESS AND LEVERAGE PUBLIC SUPPORT WAS CRUCIAL.

MAIN CoMPONENTS OF THE NEw DEAL

REeLIEF PROGRAMS

THE FIRST PART OF THE NEwW DEAL FOCUSED ON IMMEDIATE RELIEF FOR THE UNEMPLOYED AND POOR. KEY PROGRAMS INCLUDED:

- CiviLian ConservaTioN Corrs (CCC): PROVIDED JOBS FOR YOUNG MEN IN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION PROJECTS.
- FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION (FERA): OFFERED DIRECT RELIEF TO THE NEEDY.
- PusLICc WoRrks ADMINISTRATION (P\W/ A): FUNDED LARGE SCALE PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS TO CREATE JOBS.

ReCOVERY INITIATIVES

THE SECOND PHASE AIMED AT ECONOMIC RECOVERY THROUGH INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL REFORM. IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
INCLUDED:



- NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY AcCT (NIRA): AIMED TO STIMULATE INDUSTRIAL GROWTH AND IMPROVE LABOR
CONDITIONS.
- AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT AcCT (AAA): SOUGHT TO RAISE CROP PRICES BY CONTROLLING PRODUCTION LEVELS.

RerorM MEASURES

THE New DEAL ALSO ADDRESSED SYSTEMIC ISSUES TO PREVENT FUTURE ECONOMIC CRISES. SIGNIFICANT REFORMS INCLUDED:

- SoCIAL SECURITY ACT: ESTABLISHED A SOCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR THE ELDERLY AND UNEMPLOYED.
- SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT: REGULATED THE STOCK MARKET TO PREVENT ABUSES THAT LED TO THE CRASH OF 1929,

Key FIGURES IN THE New DEAL

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

AS THE PRIMARY ARCHITECT OF THE NEw DEAL, FDR’S VISION AND POLICIES SHAPED THE COURSE OF AMERICAN HISTORY. HE
BELIEVED IN THE GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN ECONOMIC INTERVENTION.

HARRY HoPKINS

A cLOSE ADVISOR TO FDR, HOPKINS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADMINISTERING RELIEF PROGRAMS, PARTICULARLY FERA AND
THE W orkS ProGRESS ADMINISTRATION (W/PA).

FRANCES PERKINS

AS THE FIRST FEMALE CABINET MEMBER, PERKINS WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN CRAFTING LABOR POLICIES AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY
ACT, ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS AND THE UNEMPLOYED.

IMPACT oF THE New DeAL

SHORT-TEerRM EFFECTS

IN THE SHORT RUN, THE New DEAL HAD SEVERAL NOTABLE EFFECTS:

- REDUCTION IN UNEMPLOYMENT: MILLIONS FOUND JOBS IN VARIOUS PROGRAMS.
- ResTorATION oF CONFIDENCE: PUBLIC FAITH IN THE ECONOMY AND GOVERNMENT WAS PARTIALLY RESTORED.
- INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS: CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS, BRIDGES, AND SCHOOLS PROVIDED IMMEDIATE BENEFITS.

LoNG-TerM CONSEQUENCES

THE New DEAL ALSO RESULTED IN SIGNIFICANT LONG-TERM CHANGES:

- ExPANSION OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ROLE: THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TOOK ON A MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN THE ECONOMY.
- SocIAL SAFETY NETS: ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS LIKE SOCIAL SECURITY LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE WELFARE
POLICIES.

- PoLITicAL REALIGNMENT: THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY BECAME KNOWN AS THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS AND LABOR
UNIONS.



CoMMON SUMMARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

TO FACILITATE UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEW DEAL/ HERE ARE SOME COMMON SUMMARY QUESTIONS ALONG WITH THEIR
ANS\WERS:

1. WHAT WERE THE PRIMARY GOALS OF THE NEw DEAL?
- THE PRIMARY GOALS WERE RELIEF FOR THE UNEMPLOYED, RECOVERY OF THE ECONOMY, AND REFORM OF THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM.

2. How pib THE NEw DEAL CHANGE THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED STATES?
- THe New DEAL EXPANDED THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND SOCIAL WELFARE, MARKING A
SHIFT TOWARDS MORE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY.

3. WHAT WERE SOME CRITICISMS OF THE NEw DEAL?
- CRITICS ARGUED THAT THE NEW DEAL DID NOT GO FAR ENOUGH IN ADDRESSING ISSUES OF ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, WHILE
OTHERS BELIEVED IT INCREASED GOVERNMENT POWER AT THE EXPENSE OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS.

4. \X/HAT ROLE DID THE SUPREME COURT PLAY IN THE NEwW DEAL?
- THe SuPREME COURT INITIALLY STRUCK DOWN SEVERAL NEW DEAL PROGRAMS, ARGUING THEY WERE UNCONSTITUTIONAL,
WHICH PROMPTED FDR TO PROPOSE COURT-PACKING LEGISLATION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF JUSTICES.

5. WHicH New DEAL PROGRAM IS CONSIDERED MOST SUCCESSFUL, AND WHY?
- OPINIONS VARY, BUT MANY CONSIDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS DUE TO ITS
LASTING IMPACT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY AND ITS CONTINUED IMPORTANCE IN PROVIDING FINANCIAL SECURITY.

CONCLUSION

THE New DeEAL SUMMARY QQUESTIONS ANSWER KEY SERVES AS A VITAL RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS STUDYING ONE OF THE
MOST TRANSFORMATIVE PERIODS IN AMERICAN HISTORY. UNDERSTANDING THE NEW DEAL’S GOALS, MAJOR COMPONENTS, AND
IMPACTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN SHAPING MODERN AMERICA. BY EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT,
KEY FIGURES, AND BOTH THE IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM EFFECTS, STUDENTS CAN BETTER APPRECIATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THIS
ERA AND THE LESSONS IT HOLDS FOR CONTEMPORARY POLICY-MAKING. THE NEW DEAL NOT ONLY ADDRESSED THE IMMEDIATE
CRISES OF ITS TIME BUT ALSO LAID THE FOUNDATIONS FOR A MORE INVOLVED GOVERNMENT THAT CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE
AMERICAN LIFE TODAY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WAS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE NEw DEAL?

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE NEW DEAL WAS TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR THE UNEMPLOYED, RECOVERY OF THE ECONOMY, AND REFORM
OF THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION.

\WHAT WERE THE THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE New DeAL?

THE THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE NEw DEAL WERE THE ' THREE RS”: RELIEF, RECOVERY, AND REFORM.

\¥/HICH PROGRAM WAS CREATED TO PROVIDE JOBS AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT
DURING THE New DeAL?

THe CiviLian ConservATION Corps (CCC) WAS CREATED TO PROVIDE JOBS FOR YOUNG MEN AND IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE
THROUGH PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS.



How pib THE New DEAL AIM TO REFORM THE BANKING SYSTEM?

THE NEw DEAL AIMED TO REFORM THE BANKING SYSTEM THROUGH MEASURES SUCH AS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERAL
DerosIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FD|C) TO INSURE BANK DEPOSITS AND RESTORE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE BANKING
SYSTEM.

WHAT SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION WAS PASSED AS PART OF THE NEw DEAL TO
SUPPORT FARMERS?

THe AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT (AAA) WAS SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION PASSED TO SUPPORT FARMERS BY REDUCING
CROP PRODUCTION TO RAISE PRICES AND IMPROVE THEIR INCOME.
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