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Neo Solo 131 Neo Futurist Solo Plays from Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: 30 Plays in 60

Minutes is a unique collection that encapsulates the essence of the Neo-Futurist theatre movement.

This innovative style of performance art is characterized by its commitment to honesty, spontaneity,

and a direct connection with the audience. The Neo Futurists, founded in Chicago by Greg Allen in

1988, have continually pushed the boundaries of traditional theatre, and the Neo Solo 131 collection

exemplifies this spirit. In this article, we will explore the origins, themes, and impact of the Neo Futurist

movement, as well as the significance of the Neo Solo 131 project.

Origins of the Neo-Futurist Movement

The Neo-Futurist movement emerged in the late 20th century as a response to the conventional

structures of theatre. The founders sought to create a form of theatre that reflected the complexities of

modern life, making it relevant and accessible to diverse audiences.

Key Influences

Several factors contributed to the development of the Neo-Futurist style:

1. Dadaism and Surrealism: The absurdist elements of Dadaism, along with the dreamlike qualities of

Surrealism, heavily influenced the structure and content of Neo-Futurist plays.



2. Avant-Garde Theatre: The works of avant-garde playwrights like Antonin Artaud and Samuel Beckett

challenged norms and inspired the Neo-Futurists to create a theatre that was raw and unfiltered.

3. Political and Social Commentary: The desire to address contemporary issues and engage

audiences in meaningful dialogue shaped the thematic focus of the Neo-Futurists.

Founding of the Neo-Futurists

In 1988, Greg Allen established the Neo-Futurists in Chicago. The company’s flagship production, Too

Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind, premiered that year and quickly gained notoriety for its unique

format. The show consists of a series of short plays, each lasting approximately two minutes,

performed in a rapid-fire succession. The audience is encouraged to participate by calling out the

numbers of the plays they wish to see, creating an unpredictable and interactive experience.

Understanding Neo Solo 131

Neo Solo 131 is a compilation of 30 solo plays, derived from the original format of Too Much Light

Makes the Baby Go Blind. This collection highlights individual performances, allowing each artist to

express their unique voice within the framework of the Neo-Futurist philosophy.

Structure and Format

The format of Neo Solo 131 retains the signature rapidity of Neo-Futurist performances but focuses on

solo storytelling. Each piece is designed to be short, impactful, and reflective of the artist's personal

experiences and societal reflections.

- Duration: Each performance is expected to last around 60 minutes, with each play contributing to a



total of 30 distinct narratives.

- Themes: The themes explored in Neo Solo 131 range from personal anecdotes to cultural critiques,

often incorporating humor, pathos, and absurdity.

Thematic Exploration in Neo Solo 131

The plays in Neo Solo 131 cover a wide array of themes, reflecting the diverse experiences of the

individual performers.

Personal Identity

Many plays delve into the complexities of personal identity, exploring the intersection of race, gender,

sexuality, and class.

- Self-Reflection: Performers often share intimate stories that reveal their struggles and triumphs,

inviting the audience into their world.

- Cultural Backgrounds: The diversity of the performers allows for a rich tapestry of cultural narratives,

showcasing various backgrounds and experiences.

Societal Commentary

In addition to personal narratives, Neo Solo 131 addresses broader societal issues, making poignant

commentary on contemporary life.

- Politics: Several plays tackle political themes, questioning authority and examining the impact of



policies on everyday lives.

- Social Justice: Issues such as inequality, discrimination, and environmental concerns are prevalent,

urging audiences to reflect on their own roles in these societal challenges.

Humor and Absurdity

A hallmark of the Neo-Futurist style is the use of humor and absurdity to engage audiences while

simultaneously addressing serious topics.

- Laughter as a Tool: Many plays incorporate comedic elements, using humor to disarm audiences and

invite deeper contemplation.

- Surreal Scenarios: The absurdity of certain narratives highlights the irrationality of life, encouraging

viewers to embrace the unpredictable nature of existence.

The Impact of Neo Solo 131

Neo Solo 131 not only showcases the talents of individual performers but also serves as a reflection of

the Neo-Futurist mission to disrupt traditional theatre norms.

Audience Engagement

The interactive nature of the performance creates a strong connection between the performers and the

audience.

- Call-and-Response Format: Audience members participate actively, choosing which plays to see,



thus empowering them to shape the experience.

- Immediate Feedback: This dynamic allows performers to gauge audience reactions in real-time,

fostering a sense of collaboration and shared experience.

Influence on Contemporary Theatre

The Neo-Futurist movement, particularly through productions like Neo Solo 131, has influenced a new

generation of theatre artists.

- Innovative Storytelling: The emphasis on brevity and impact has inspired playwrights to experiment

with form and content, pushing the boundaries of traditional storytelling.

- Encouragement of Personal Narratives: The focus on individual experiences has led to a rise in solo

performances across various theatre companies, encouraging artists to share their unique voices.

Global Reach

While rooted in Chicago, the Neo-Futurist movement has inspired similar companies worldwide.

- International Adaptations: Various theatre groups have adapted the Neo-Futurist format, creating

localized versions that resonate with their communities.

- Cultural Exchange: The principles of honesty and spontaneity have fostered a global dialogue about

the role of theatre in society.



Conclusion

Neo Solo 131 Neo Futurist Solo Plays from Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: 30 Plays in 60

Minutes is a powerful testament to the transformative nature of theatre. Through its innovative format

and rich thematic content, this collection challenges audiences to confront their own realities while

celebrating the diversity of human experience. The Neo-Futurist movement, with its commitment to

spontaneity and authenticity, continues to inspire both performers and audiences alike, ensuring that

theatre remains a vibrant and relevant art form in contemporary society. As we look to the future, the

lessons learned from Neo Solo 131 will undoubtedly resonate, encouraging further exploration and

experimentation in the world of performance art.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind'?

It is a long-running performance piece by the Neo-Futurists that features 30 short plays performed in

60 minutes, emphasizing spontaneity and audience interaction.

What does 'Neo Solo 131' refer to?

'Neo Solo 131' is a collection of solo performances drawn from the original 'Too Much Light Makes the

Baby Go Blind' format, showcasing the individual talents of performers.

How is 'Neo Solo 131' different from the original 'Too Much Light'

format?

'Neo Solo 131' focuses on solo performances rather than ensemble pieces, allowing for deeper

exploration of individual themes and unique storytelling.



What themes are commonly explored in 'Neo Solo 131'?

Themes can vary widely but often include personal identity, societal issues, existential questions, and

the human experience, reflecting the diversity of the performers.

How does 'Neo Solo 131' engage the audience?

The performances often include direct audience interaction, inviting spectators to participate in the

experience, which is a hallmark of the Neo-Futurist approach.

What is the significance of the title 'Too Much Light Makes the Baby

Go Blind'?

The title suggests the idea of overwhelming exposure to truth or reality, which can be both enlightening

and disorienting, mirroring the nature of the performances themselves.

Who are the Neo-Futurists?

The Neo-Futurists are a Chicago-based theater company known for their innovative style that

combines elements of performance art, improvisation, and social commentary.

Can you give an example of a play from 'Neo Solo 131'?

One example could be 'I Am a Bird', a solo piece that explores themes of freedom and confinement

through the metaphor of flight, utilizing personal narrative and imaginative storytelling.
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