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Nehru: The Invention of India is a profound exploration of Jawaharlal Nehru's
life and his indelible impact on modern India, penned by the distinguished
author and politician Shashi Tharoor. Through this book, Tharoor delves into
the intricate tapestry of India’s history, politics, and culture, offering
readers a nuanced understanding of one of the nation’s most pivotal figures.
Nehru’'s vision for India, his challenges, and his contributions to nation-
building are meticulously examined, providing insights that resonate with
contemporary issues.

Introduction to Jawaharlal Nehru

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, is often regarded as one
of the architects of modern India. Born on November 14, 1889, in Allahabad,
Nehru was educated at prestigious institutions such as Harrow School and the
University of Cambridge. His political career was heavily influenced by the
British colonial rule, which spurred his activism and commitment to the
Indian independence movement.

Nehru's Early Life and Education

- Family Background: Nehru was born into a wealthy and politically active
family. His father, Motilal Nehru, was a prominent lawyer and leader of the
Indian National Congress.

- Education in England: His education in England laid the foundation for his
political ideology. He was introduced to Western thought, which contrasted
sharply with traditional Indian values.

- Influence of Mahatma Gandhi: Upon returning to India, Nehru was drawn to
Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence and civil disobedience, which
became central to his political beliefs.

Political Career and Independence Movement

Nehru's political career was marked by his relentless pursuit of India’s
independence from British rule. His leadership and the ideas he championed
played a crucial role in mobilizing the masses.

- Key Contributions:

- Civil Disobedience Movement: Nehru participated actively in the movements
led by Gandhi, advocating for a united struggle against colonial rule.

- The Quit India Movement: In 1942, he was arrested during the Quit India



Movement, which was a significant turning point in the fight for
independence.

- Role in Congress: Nehru’s rise within the Indian National Congress was
marked by his ability to connect with people and articulate the aspirations
of the Indian populace.

Nehru’s Vision for India

In Nehru: The Invention of India, Shashi Tharoor emphasizes Nehru's forward-
thinking vision that laid the groundwork for India’s future.

Secularism and Democracy

Nehru was a staunch advocate for secularism and democracy, believing that
India could only thrive as a pluralistic society.

- Secular Framework: Nehru envisioned a nation where people of different
religions and cultures could coexist peacefully.

- Democratic Institutions: He established democratic institutions that
embodied the principles of freedom, equality, and justice, ensuring that
governance was representative of the people.

Economic Policies and Development

Nehru'’s economic vision was critical in shaping India’s post-independence
trajectory. His policies aimed at modernizing the economy through
industrialization and self-reliance.

- Five-Year Plans: Nehru initiated the Five-Year Plans to promote economic
development and improve infrastructure.

- Public Sector Focus: He believed in the importance of the public sector and
state intervention in the economy, leading to the establishment of several
key industries and institutions.

Challenges During Nehru’s Tenure

Despite his remarkable vision, Nehru faced numerous challenges during his
time as Prime Minister.



Communal Tensions

The partition of India in 1947 resulted in widespread communal violence,
which posed a significant threat to Nehru's vision of a unified nation.

- Handling of Communal Riots: Nehru’'s government struggled to manage the
fallout from partition, and communal tensions continued to simmer throughout
his tenure.

- Promotion of National Integration: He emphasized national integration and
worked towards creating a sense of belonging among diverse communities.

International Relations and Cold War Politics

Nehru navigated a complex global landscape during the Cold War, striving to
maintain India’s non-aligned stance.

- Non-Aligned Movement: He was one of the founding leaders of the Non-Aligned
Movement, advocating for countries to stay independent from the influence of
superpowers.

- Relations with China: His relationship with China soured, culminating in
the Sino-Indian War of 1962, which was a significant setback for his foreign
policy.

Nehru’'s Legacy

Shashi Tharoor’s book illustrates that Nehru’s legacy is multifaceted and
continues to influence contemporary India.

Educational Reforms

Nehru believed that education was essential for national development and
social change.

- Establishment of Institutions: He founded several prestigious educational
institutions, including the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS).

- Promotion of Scientific Temper: Nehru encouraged scientific research and
innovation, aiming to cultivate a rational and progressive society.

Cultural Identity and Indian Nationalism

Nehru's vision of Indian nationalism was based on inclusivity and diversity.



- Cultural Renaissance: He promoted India’'s rich cultural heritage while
encouraging a modern identity that embraced various influences.

- Literature and Art: Nehru supported artists and writers, believing in the
power of culture to unite and inspire the nation.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of Nehru’s
Ideas

Nehru: The Invention of India serves as a reminder of the challenges and
triumphs that defined the early years of independent India. Tharoor'’s
analysis of Nehru'’s life and policies provides valuable lessons for
contemporary society.

- Reflection on Modern Issues: The book encourages readers to reflect on
pressing issues such as secularism, democracy, and economic development in
today’s India.

- Inspiration for Future Generations: Nehru's vision and ideals continue to
inspire new generations of leaders and citizens to work towards a more
equitable and inclusive society.

In sum, Shashi Tharoor’s exploration of Nehru’s life in Nehru: The Invention
of India is not only a historical account but also a profound commentary on
the ideals that should guide India as it navigates the complexities of the
21st century. Through a detailed examination of Nehru’'s contributions,
challenges, and enduring legacy, Tharoor encapsulates the essence of a leader
who strived to invent a new India—one that reflected the dreams and
aspirations of its people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Shashi Tharoor's 'Nehru:
The Invention of India'?

The main thesis of Shashi Tharoor's 'Nehru: The Invention of India' is that
Jawaharlal Nehru played a crucial role in shaping modern India’s identity,
politics, and secularism, asserting that his vision and policies laid the
foundation for a diverse and democratic nation.

How does Tharoor portray Nehru's contributions to
Indian secularism?

Tharoor highlights Nehru's commitment to secularism as a core pillar of his
governance, emphasizing his efforts to promote religious harmony and protect
minority rights, which he believed were essential for a pluralistic society
in India.



What criticism does Tharoor address regarding
Nehru's leadership?

Tharoor addresses criticisms of Nehru'’s leadership, particularly concerning
his handling of the Kashmir issue and the Sino-Indian War of 1962, arguing
that while Nehru made mistakes, his overall vision and intentions were aimed
at unifying and developing the nation.

In what ways does Tharoor connect Nehru's legacy to
contemporary India?

Tharoor connects Nehru's legacy to contemporary India by discussing how
Nehru's principles of democracy, secularism, and social justice continue to
resonate in modern political discourse, as well as the ongoing challenges to
these ideals in the current political climate.

How does Tharoor's writing style contribute to the
themes in 'Nehru: The Invention of India'?

Tharoor'’s writing style is characterized by eloquence and clarity, combining
historical analysis with personal anecdotes, which enriches the narrative and
helps convey the complexity of Nehru's character and the tumultuous period of
India's independence.

What role does Nehru's relationship with Gandhi play
in Tharoor's narrative?

Tharoor emphasizes the profound influence of Mahatma Gandhi on Nehru,
illustrating how their relationship shaped Nehru's political ideology and
approach to leadership, as well as how it complicated his legacy in the
context of India's struggle for independence.
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