
native americans and the american
revolution
native americans and the american revolution represent a complex and often
overlooked chapter in the history of the United States. During the American Revolution,
Native American tribes faced difficult decisions, as their lands and futures were directly
threatened by colonial expansion and conflict. Many tribes aligned with either the British or
the American colonists, influenced by their own interests, alliances, and survival strategies.
This article explores the diverse roles Native Americans played, the impact of the war on
their communities, and the lasting consequences of their involvement. Understanding the
participation and experiences of Native Americans during this tumultuous period is crucial
to gaining a full perspective on the American Revolution. The following sections will provide
an overview of Native American alliances, military involvement, and post-war outcomes.

Native American Alliances During the American Revolution

Military Roles and Contributions of Native Americans

Impact of the American Revolution on Native American Communities

Post-Revolution Consequences for Native American Tribes

Native American Alliances During the American
Revolution
One of the most significant aspects of native americans and the american revolution was
the strategic alliances formed between various tribes and the warring colonial powers.
Native Americans were not a monolithic group but rather diverse nations with distinct
interests. Their alliances were often shaped by geographic location, historical relationships,
and promises made by either the British Crown or the American revolutionaries.

Pro-British Alliances
The majority of Native American tribes sided with the British during the American
Revolution. The British government promised to limit colonial expansion westward through
the Proclamation of 1763, a policy that many tribes hoped would protect their ancestral
lands. Tribes such as the Iroquois Confederacy, particularly the Mohawk under Joseph Brant,
and the Cherokee largely supported the British cause. These alliances were aimed at
preserving tribal sovereignty and resisting the encroachment of American settlers.



Pro-American Alliances
While fewer in number, some Native American groups chose to side with the American
colonists. The Oneida and Tuscarora nations, part of the Iroquois Confederacy, allied with
the Americans due to longstanding ties and missionary influence. Their support included
providing scouts and warriors to aid the revolutionary cause. These alliances were often
complicated by internal tribal divisions, as not all members of these nations agreed on
supporting the revolutionaries.

Neutral and Independent Tribes
Several Native American tribes attempted to remain neutral during the conflict, seeking to
avoid involvement in the war. However, neutrality was difficult to maintain due to pressure
from both sides and the widespread impact of the war on native territories. Tribes such as
the Shawnee and Delaware faced challenges in balancing their survival with the ongoing
conflict, often resulting in forced involvement or displacement.

Military Roles and Contributions of Native
Americans
Native Americans played critical military roles during the American Revolution, acting as
scouts, warriors, and strategic allies. Their knowledge of the terrain and guerrilla warfare
tactics made them valuable assets in the conflict.

Guerrilla Warfare and Scouting
Native American warriors were skilled in ambush tactics and reconnaissance. Their ability to
navigate dense forests and unfamiliar terrain allowed them to conduct surprise attacks and
provide crucial intelligence to their allies. Both British and American forces utilized Native
American scouts to gain advantages in battles and raids.

Participation in Key Battles
Native American fighters participated in numerous battles and skirmishes throughout the
revolution. For example, the Iroquois Confederacy was involved in the Saratoga campaign,
while Cherokee warriors engaged in frontier conflicts in the southern colonies. Their
involvement often intensified the brutality of frontier warfare, leading to widespread
destruction in native and settler communities alike.

Impact on Intertribal Relations
The war exacerbated existing rivalries and alliances among Native American tribes. Some
tribes clashed with each other due to differing loyalties, which weakened longstanding
confederacies like the Iroquois. The division caused by the revolution had lasting effects on



tribal cohesion and power in the region.

Impact of the American Revolution on Native
American Communities
The american revolution profoundly affected Native American communities, resulting in loss
of land, population displacement, and altered political dynamics. The war’s outcome shifted
the balance of power in North America, often to the detriment of indigenous peoples.

Loss of Territory
Despite some tribes supporting the British, the eventual American victory led to significant
territorial losses for Native Americans. The Treaty of Paris (1783) ceded vast tracts of land
to the United States without Native American consent, disregarding their sovereignty and
traditional claims. This paved the way for increased American settlement and further
displacement of native populations.

Population Decline and Social Disruption
Native American communities suffered from warfare, disease, and forced migration during
and after the revolution. The violence of frontier battles and retaliatory raids contributed to
population decline and social upheaval. Many tribes faced internal divisions and struggled
to rebuild their societies in the aftermath.

Changes in Political Power
The revolution altered the political landscape for Native Americans. The collapse of British
authority in the colonies meant the loss of a key ally and protector. Native tribes were left
to negotiate with the new American government, which often pursued policies of expansion
and assimilation rather than partnership.

Post-Revolution Consequences for Native
American Tribes
After the American Revolution, native americans and the american revolution’s legacy
continued to shape the future of indigenous peoples. The war’s aftermath set the stage for
subsequent conflicts, treaties, and policies that further challenged Native American
autonomy.



Treaties and Land Cessions
Following the revolution, the United States government negotiated numerous treaties with
Native American tribes, frequently resulting in land cessions and loss of tribal lands. These
agreements were often imposed under pressure or through unequal negotiations, eroding
tribal sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Increased American Expansion
The new nation’s westward expansion accelerated after the revolution, bringing settlers
into direct conflict with Native American tribes. This expansion led to further displacement
and violent confrontations, culminating in a series of Indian wars throughout the late 18th
and early 19th centuries.

Legacy and Historical Recognition
The role of Native Americans in the American Revolution has historically been
underrepresented in mainstream narratives. Recent scholarship and public awareness have
begun to acknowledge their complex participation and the profound consequences they
endured. Recognizing their contributions and experiences is essential to understanding the
full scope of the American Revolution.

Strategic alliances with British and American forces

Key military roles including scouting and guerrilla tactics

Significant territorial and social impacts post-war

Ongoing consequences through treaties and American expansion

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Native Americans play in the American
Revolution?
Native Americans played significant roles in the American Revolution by aligning with either
the British or the American colonists, often based on which side they believed would better
protect their lands and interests.

Which Native American tribes supported the British



during the American Revolution?
Many tribes such as the Iroquois Confederacy (particularly the Mohawk), the Cherokee, and
the Shawnee supported the British, hoping to prevent American colonial expansion into
their territories.

Were there Native American tribes that sided with the
American colonists?
Yes, some Native American groups, including parts of the Oneida and Tuscarora tribes,
supported the American colonists during the Revolution due to alliances and strategic
interests.

How did the American Revolution impact Native
American lands and sovereignty?
The Revolution led to significant loss of land and sovereignty for Native Americans as the
victorious United States expanded westward, often disregarding Native land rights and
treaties.

Did Native Americans fight in battles during the
American Revolution?
Yes, Native American warriors participated in various battles and skirmishes during the
Revolution, often as allies to British or American forces.

What was the long-term effect of the American
Revolution on Native American communities?
In the long term, the American Revolution resulted in displacement, loss of territory, and
weakened political power for many Native American communities as the new United States
government pursued westward expansion.

Additional Resources
1. “The American Revolution and the Indian Nations” by Colin G. Calloway
This book explores the complex role Native American tribes played during the American
Revolution. Calloway delves into the alliances and conflicts between various indigenous
groups and both British and American forces. It highlights how Native Americans navigated
the tumultuous political landscape to protect their lands and sovereignty.

2. “Unworthy Republic: The Dispossession of Native Americans and the Road to Indian
Territory” by Claudio Saunt
Though primarily focused on the aftermath of the American Revolution, this book provides
crucial context on how the revolutionary period set the stage for Native American
displacement. Saunt discusses the policies and conflicts that resulted from the new
American government's expansionist ambitions. The narrative connects the revolution’s



outcomes to the broader history of Native American dispossession.

3. “The Dividing Paths: Cherokees and South Carolinians through the Era of Revolution” by
William L. Anderson
Anderson examines the Cherokee Nation’s experiences and decisions during the American
Revolution. The book details the internal divisions within the Cherokee and their
interactions with colonial South Carolinians. It offers insight into how the war impacted
Cherokee society and territorial control.

4. “Indians in the American Revolution” by Barbara Graymont
This accessible work provides an overview of Native American involvement in the
Revolutionary War. Graymont discusses various tribes’ alliances, battles, and the war’s
effects on indigenous communities. The book is a concise introduction to the subject,
suitable for readers new to the topic.

5. “A People's Army: Massachusetts Soldiers and Society in the Seven Years War” by Fred
Anderson
While focused on the Seven Years War, this book provides essential background on colonial
and Native American interactions leading up to the American Revolution. It explores how
military experiences shaped colonial attitudes and alliances with Native groups. The
narrative helps contextualize Native American roles in the subsequent revolution.

6. “The Loyalist Indians: A History of Native American Involvement in the American
Revolution” by Colin G. Calloway
Calloway highlights the Native American tribes that sided with the British during the war.
This book covers their motivations, battles, and the consequences they faced after the
British defeat. It reveals the complexities of loyalty and survival for Native nations during
the revolutionary era.

7. “The Iroquois in the American Revolution” by Barbara Graymont
Focusing on the Iroquois Confederacy, this book details the political and military challenges
the Six Nations faced during the revolution. Graymont explores their shifting alliances and
the devastating impact of the war on Iroquois society. The book is a vital resource for
understanding one of the most influential Native groups in the conflict.

8. “Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American Republic” by
Rosemarie Zagarri
Though centered on women’s political roles, this book touches on Native American
women’s experiences during and after the American Revolution. It explores how indigenous
women navigated changing political landscapes and the war’s aftermath. The work adds a
gendered perspective to Native American history in the revolutionary period.

9. “Native Americans and the American Revolution: How the War Divided, Devastated, and
Transformed Indigenous Nations” by Robert K. Fitts
Fitts provides a comprehensive account of Native American participation and the war’s
long-term effects on indigenous nations. The book covers the diversity of Native
experiences, from alliance to displacement. It underscores the transformative impact of the
revolution on Native American political and social structures.
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