national treasure movie guide sheet
answers

National Treasure movie guide sheet answers are essential tools for educators and
movie enthusiasts alike who wish to delve deeper into the fascinating world of this beloved
action-adventure film. Directed by Jon Turteltaub and released in 2004, "National Treasure"
combines history, mystery, and treasure hunting, making it a perfect subject for discussion
and analysis. Whether you're teaching a class, hosting a movie night, or simply wanting to
enhance your viewing experience, having a comprehensive guide can enrich your
understanding of the film’s themes, characters, and historical references.

Understanding National Treasure

"National Treasure" follows the story of Benjamin Franklin Gates, played by Nicolas Cage, a
historian and treasure hunter who believes that a hidden treasure, dating back to the
founding of the United States, exists. The film intricately weaves together elements of
American history and mythology, and it serves as a modern-day treasure hunt where the
audience is taken on a thrilling journey through iconic American landmarks.

Plot Summary

The film begins with a prologue set in 1974, where young Ben Gates overhears a
conversation about a legendary treasure hidden by the Founding Fathers. Fast forward to
the present day, Ben, along with his partner Riley Poole (played by Justin Bartha) and
eventual ally Abigail Chase (played by Diane Kruger), embarks on a quest to find the
treasure before a nefarious rival, lan Howe (Sean Bean), can get his hands on it.

The treasure hunt takes them through various historical clues, leading them to significant
locations such as:

- The Declaration of Independence
- The Liberty Bell
- The tunnels beneath Philadelphia

Each clue is tied to historical events, making the film a captivating blend of entertainment
and education.

National Treasure Movie Guide Sheet
Components

A well-structured movie guide sheet can include various sections that encourage discussion
and critical thinking. Here are some key components to consider:



Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the film's themes. Here are some
characters to focus on:

1. Benjamin Franklin Gates - The protagonist whose passion for history drives the plot.

2. Riley Poole - Ben's tech-savvy friend who provides comic relief and critical insights.

3. Abigail Chase - A National Archives expert who becomes an integral part of the treasure
hunt.

4. lan Howe - The antagonist who represents greed and the darker side of treasure hunting.

Encourage students or viewers to think about:

- What motivates each character?
- How do their backgrounds influence their actions throughout the film?

Themes and Motifs

The film is rich in themes that can spark engaging discussions. Some of the central themes
include:

- The Importance of History - How does the film portray the value of historical knowledge
and preservation?

- Trust and Betrayal - Analyze the dynamics between characters and how trust is built or
broken.

- The American Dream - What does the treasure represent in the context of American
ideals?

Discussion Questions

Incorporating discussion questions can enhance the learning experience. Here are some
thought-provoking questions related to "National Treasure":

1. How does the film portray the relationship between history and treasure hunting?

2. In what ways does the film challenge or reinforce your understanding of American
history?

3. Discuss the ethical implications of treasure hunting as presented in the film. What are
the potential consequences of seeking treasure for personal gain?

4. How does the film use humor to balance the tension of the treasure hunt?

Historical References in National Treasure

One of the most compelling aspects of "National Treasure" is its connection to real
historical events and artifacts. Here are a few key references:



- The Declaration of Independence: The film prominently features this document, sparking
discussions on its significance and the mystery surrounding its preservation.

- The Freemasons: The film includes elements related to the Freemasons, opening a
dialogue about their role in American history and various conspiracy theories.

- Founding Fathers: The characters' connections to historical figures like George
Washington and Benjamin Franklin enrich the narrative and provide a platform for
discussing their contributions to the nation.

Encourage viewers to research these topics further, deepening their understanding of how
history is portrayed in popular culture.

Activities for Engaging With the Film

To make the experience more interactive, consider incorporating activities that encourage
creativity and critical thinking. Here are a few ideas:

e Treasure Map Creation: Have students create their own treasure maps based on
historical clues they find interesting.

e Character Journals: Ask students to write journal entries from the perspective of a
chosen character, exploring their thoughts and motivations.

e Debate on Ethics: Organize a debate on the ethical implications of treasure hunting,
using examples from the film to support their arguments.

Conclusion

In summary, using a National Treasure movie guide sheet allows viewers and
educators to explore the film's rich tapestry of characters, themes, and historical contexts.
By fostering discussions, encouraging creative activities, and analyzing character
motivations, audiences can gain a deeper appreciation for the film and its portrayal of
American history. Whether for educational purposes or personal enjoyment, engaging with
"National Treasure" through a structured guide can enhance the viewing experience and
ignite a passion for history and adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in the 'National
Treasure' movies?

The main themes include the pursuit of knowledge, the importance of history, teamwork,



and the idea of treasure as a metaphor for discovering one's identity and values.

Who are the primary characters in the 'National
Treasure' series?

The primary characters include Benjamin Franklin Gates, played by Nicolas Cage, Abigail
Chase, played by Diane Kruger, and Riley Poole, played by Justin Bartha.

What historical events or figures are referenced in
‘National Treasure'?

The movies reference various historical events and figures, including the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, the founding fathers, and various American myths and
legends.

How does the treasure hunting process work in
‘National Treasure'?

The treasure hunting process involves deciphering clues, solving puzzles, and connecting
historical artifacts to uncover the location of hidden treasures.

What is the significance of the Declaration of
Independence in the first 'National Treasure' film?

The Declaration of Independence serves as a crucial clue that leads the characters on their
quest to find the hidden treasure, symbolizing freedom and the foundation of the United
States.

What role does technology play in the 'National
Treasure' movies?

Technology is used to enhance the treasure hunting experience, including GPS navigation,
digital decoding of clues, and high-tech gadgets, but the emphasis remains on historical
knowledge and critical thinking.

How do the 'National Treasure' films approach the
concept of American identity?

The films explore American identity by connecting the present to historical roots,
highlighting the values of freedom, exploration, and the importance of preserving history.

What are some critical reception highlights for the
‘National Treasure' series?

Critics generally praised the films for their adventurous spirit, engaging storytelling, and
clever incorporation of historical facts, though some noted occasional implausibility in the



plot.

Will there be another installment in the 'National
Treasure' franchise?

As of now, there have been discussions about a third film, and a Disney+ series titled
'‘National Treasure: Edge of History' has been released, expanding the franchise.
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