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The National Honor Society (NHS) plays a pivotal role in recognizing high
school students who excel not only academically but also in leadership,
service, and character. As part of the application process, candidates are
often required to submit letters of recommendation. While teachers and school
administrators typically write these letters, a recommendation from a family
friend can also be a valuable addition to an application. This article will
explore the importance of a letter of recommendation from a family friend,
the elements that should be included, and tips for writing an effective
letter.

Understanding the Role of Letters of
Recommendation

Letters of recommendation serve as a crucial component of the NHS application
process. They provide insight into a student’s character, achievements, and
potential contributions to the community. While academic records offer a
glimpse into a student's capabilities, personal letters from those who know
them well can add depth and a more nuanced understanding of their
qualifications.

The Importance of a Family Friend's Recommendation

A letter from a family friend can be particularly impactful for several
reasons:

1. Personal Insight: Family friends often have a unique perspective on a
student’s character and accomplishments. They may have witnessed the
student’s growth over the years and can provide specific examples of their
dedication and integrity.

2. Relationship Depth: The longstanding relationship between the student and
the family friend can lend credibility to the recommendation. This
familiarity allows the writer to speak authentically about the student’s
strengths and qualities.

3. Holistic View: A family friend can highlight not only academic
achievements but also personal qualities, extracurricular activities, and
community involvement that may not be as evident in a more formal setting.



Key Elements of an Effective Letter of
Recommendation

When crafting a letter of recommendation for the National Honor Society,
certain elements should always be included to make it effective:

1. Introduction

- Relationship Disclosure: Start by introducing yourself and explaining your
relationship with the student. How long have you known them? In what capacity
(e.g., family friend, mentor)?

- Purpose of the Letter: Clearly state that the purpose of the letter is to
recommend the student for the NHS.

2. Academic Performance

- Achievements: Mention the student’s academic achievements, such as GPA,
class rank, or specific subjects where they excel.

- Work Ethic: Discuss the student’s approach to their studies, including
their commitment, motivation, and any challenges they have overcome.

3. Leadership Qualities

- Examples of Leadership: Provide examples of how the student has
demonstrated leadership qualities in various settings, such as school clubs,
sports, or community service.

- Initiative: Highlight instances where the student has taken the initiative
or led projects that have made a positive impact.

4. Commitment to Service

- Volunteer Work: Discuss the student’s involvement in community service.
What organizations have they volunteered for? What roles have they played?

- Impact: Describe the impact of their service on the community and how it
reflects their character.



5. Character Traits

- Personal Attributes: Discuss the student’s character traits, such as
honesty, integrity, empathy, and responsibility. Provide specific anecdotes
that illustrate these qualities.

- Interaction with Others: Describe how the student interacts with peers,

teachers, and community members, emphasizing their respect and consideration
for others.

6. Conclusion

- Final Recommendation: End the letter with a strong statement of
recommendation. Make it clear that you believe the student is an excellent
candidate for the NHS.

- Contact Information: Include your contact information in case the selection
committee wishes to follow up for more details.

Tips for Writing a Compelling Letter

Writing a letter of recommendation requires thoughtfulness and an
understanding of how to best advocate for the student. Here are some tips to
keep in mind:

1. Be Specific

- Use specific examples to illustrate points. Rather than stating that the
student is hardworking, describe a project where they went above and beyond
to achieve success.

2. Keep It Professional

- Even though you are a family friend, maintain a professional tone. Avoid
overly casual language and focus on providing a polished, respectful letter.

3. Tailor the Letter

- Familiarize yourself with the NHS values and mission. Tailor your letter to
align with the qualities that NHS seeks in its members, such as leadership,



service, and character.

4. Proofread and Edit

- Ensure that the letter is free of grammatical errors and typos. A well-
written letter reflects positively on both you and the student.

5. Get Input from the Student

- Encourage the student to provide you with information about their
accomplishments, activities, and goals. This can help you write a more
informed and personalized letter.

Sample Outline for a Letter of Recommendation

To help you get started, here’s a simple outline for a letter of
recommendation for a National Honor Society candidate:

1. Introduction
- Your name and relationship to the student
- Purpose of the letter

2. Academic Performance
- Notable achievements and work ethic

3. Leadership Qualities
- Examples demonstrating leadership and initiative

4. Commitment to Service
- Volunteer work and impact on the community

5. Character Traits
- Personal attributes and interactions with others

6. Conclusion
- Final recommendation and contact information

Final Thoughts

A letter of recommendation from a family friend can be a powerful testament
to a student’s qualifications for the National Honor Society. By providing
personal insights, specific examples, and a heartfelt endorsement, you can
help the student stand out in the application process. Remember, your letter



is not just a formality; it is an opportunity to advocate for a deserving
student who embodies the values of service, leadership, and character. With
careful thought and attention to detail, you can create a compelling letter
that leaves a lasting impression on the selection committee.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can a family friend write a letter of recommendation
for the National Honor Society?

Yes, a family friend can write a letter of recommendation for the National
Honor Society as long as they can speak to your character, achievements, and
leadership qualities.

What should be included in a letter of
recommendation for the National Honor Society?

The letter should include the recommender's relationship to the student,
specific examples of the student's leadership, academic achievements,
community service, and personal qualities that align with the values of the
National Honor Society.

How should a family friend approach writing a letter
of recommendation?

A family friend should approach the letter with professionalism, providing a
clear and honest assessment of the student's strengths, while maintaining an
objective tone.

Is it appropriate for a student to ask a family
friend for a letter of recommendation?

Yes, it is appropriate for a student to ask a family friend for a letter of
recommendation, especially if the friend knows the student well and can
provide meaningful insights.

What is the ideal length for a National Honor
Society letter of recommendation?

The ideal length for a letter of recommendation is typically one to two
pages, allowing enough space to cover the necessary details without being
overly lengthy.



Should the letter of recommendation be handwritten
or typed?

A typed letter of recommendation is preferred as it is more professional and
easier to read, ensuring clarity and formality.

Are there specific forms or guidelines for the
letter of recommendation?

While there may not be strict forms, it's important to follow any guidelines
provided by the National Honor Society chapter, including formatting and
submission instructions.

How can a student help their family friend write a
strong letter of recommendation?

A student can help by providing their family friend with a resume or list of
accomplishments, sharing the values of the National Honor Society, and
discussing specific qualities they would like highlighted in the letter.
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