
national deaf history month 2023

national deaf history month 2023 is a significant observance dedicated to recognizing and
celebrating the rich heritage, culture, and contributions of the Deaf community throughout history.
This annual event highlights the achievements of Deaf individuals, the evolution of American Sign
Language (ASL), and the ongoing advocacy for accessibility and rights within society. National Deaf
History Month 2023 serves as an educational platform to increase awareness about Deaf culture and
to honor the pivotal moments that have shaped the Deaf experience in the United States. Celebrated
every year from March 13 to April 15, the month encompasses important dates such as the founding
of the American School for the Deaf. This article explores the origins, themes, and impact of National
Deaf History Month 2023, as well as ways to participate and promote inclusion. The following sections
provide a detailed overview and comprehensive insight into this important observance.

Origins and Significance of National Deaf History Month

Key Themes and Focus Areas in 2023

Important Dates and Historical Milestones

Notable Figures in Deaf History

Ways to Observe and Promote Awareness

Origins and Significance of National Deaf History
Month
National Deaf History Month was established to commemorate the achievements and contributions of
the Deaf community in the United States. It originated in 1996 when the National Association of the
Deaf (NAD) designated March 13 through April 15 as a period to recognize Deaf culture, history, and
advocacy efforts. The observance was created to promote understanding and acceptance of Deaf
individuals and to highlight the unique linguistic and cultural identity of the Deaf community.

Historical Background
The inception of National Deaf History Month is deeply tied to the establishment of the American
School for the Deaf on April 15, 1817. This institution was the first permanent school for Deaf children
in the United States and played a critical role in advancing Deaf education and American Sign
Language. The month-long observance was designed to encompass this milestone and other
important dates in Deaf history, fostering a greater appreciation of the community’s cultural heritage.



Importance in Modern Society
National Deaf History Month 2023 continues to be relevant as it raises awareness about the
challenges faced by Deaf individuals, including issues related to accessibility, discrimination, and
communication barriers. It also celebrates the progress made through advocacy, technology, and
legislation. By educating the public, the observance promotes inclusivity and encourages support for
Deaf rights and services.

Key Themes and Focus Areas in 2023
The themes of National Deaf History Month 2023 emphasize cultural pride, educational advancement,
and social justice. Each year, the National Association of the Deaf suggests specific focus areas that
reflect current issues and achievements within the Deaf community.

Cultural Preservation and Language Recognition
One of the primary themes for 2023 is the preservation and promotion of American Sign Language
(ASL) as a legitimate and vital language. Efforts are made to increase recognition of ASL in
educational institutions, government services, and media. The observance highlights the importance
of maintaining Deaf cultural heritage through language and storytelling.

Advocacy and Accessibility
Another focus area is advocating for equal access in various aspects of life, including employment,
healthcare, and public accommodations. National Deaf History Month 2023 underscores ongoing
campaigns to enhance accessibility through technology such as captioning, video relay services, and
interpreter availability.

Educational Empowerment
Education remains a cornerstone of the observance, celebrating advancements in Deaf education and
the achievements of Deaf students and educators. This includes promoting bilingual education models
that incorporate ASL and English to support Deaf learners effectively.

Important Dates and Historical Milestones
National Deaf History Month 2023 spans several key dates that hold historical significance for the
Deaf community. These dates serve as focal points for reflection and celebration throughout the
month.



March 13: Birth of Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, born on March 13, 1787, was a pioneering educator who co-founded the
American School for the Deaf. His work laid the foundation for Deaf education in America and helped
establish ASL as a primary language for Deaf individuals.

April 15: Founding of the American School for the Deaf
April 15 marks the anniversary of the American School for the Deaf’s establishment in 1817. This
historic event is central to National Deaf History Month, symbolizing the beginning of formal Deaf
education in the United States.

Other Notable Milestones

The recognition of ASL as a language in its own right during the 1960s

The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990

Significant advancements in Deaf culture representation and media inclusion

Notable Figures in Deaf History
National Deaf History Month 2023 honors numerous individuals who have made impactful
contributions to Deaf culture, education, and advocacy. Their legacies continue to inspire and shape
the community today.

Laurent Clerc
Laurent Clerc was a Deaf educator from France who collaborated with Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet to
establish the American School for the Deaf. Clerc’s influence was instrumental in adapting French
Sign Language to create what evolved into ASL.

Helen Keller
Helen Keller, though both Deaf and blind, became an iconic figure for overcoming barriers and
advocating for disability rights. Her achievements in education, literature, and activism are celebrated
widely within and beyond the Deaf community.

Gertrude Galloway
Gertrude Galloway was the first Deaf woman appointed to head a state school for the Deaf in the



United States. Her leadership and advocacy have made significant strides in educational policies
affecting Deaf students.

Ways to Observe and Promote Awareness
Participating in National Deaf History Month 2023 involves a variety of activities aimed at education,
celebration, and advocacy. Individuals, organizations, and institutions can engage in meaningful ways
to support the Deaf community.

Educational Programs and Workshops
Hosting or attending workshops that focus on Deaf history, ASL learning, and accessibility awareness
can provide valuable insights and foster inclusivity. Schools and universities often incorporate
curriculum elements related to Deaf culture during this month.

Community Events and Cultural Celebrations
Many communities organize cultural fairs, film screenings, and performances by Deaf artists to
showcase Deaf heritage. These events offer opportunities for both Deaf and hearing individuals to
connect and learn.

Advocacy and Social Media Campaigns
Advocating for Deaf rights through social media campaigns, sharing educational content, and
supporting legislation aimed at improving accessibility are effective ways to promote the goals of
National Deaf History Month.

Suggested Activities to Participate In

Learn basic American Sign Language phrases

Watch documentaries or read biographies about Deaf leaders

Support Deaf-owned businesses and creators

Volunteer with organizations serving the Deaf community

Advocate for inclusive policies in workplaces and schools



Frequently Asked Questions

What is National Deaf History Month 2023?
National Deaf History Month 2023 is an annual observance celebrated from March 13 to April 15 to
recognize and honor the contributions, culture, and history of the Deaf community in the United
States.

Why is National Deaf History Month celebrated from March 13
to April 15?
The dates mark significant milestones in Deaf history, including the founding of the American School
for the Deaf on April 15, 1817, the first permanent school for the Deaf in the U.S., and the anniversary
of the establishment of the National Association of the Deaf on March 13, 1880.

What are some common activities during National Deaf
History Month 2023?
Activities include educational events, workshops on American Sign Language (ASL), storytelling
sessions about Deaf culture and history, film screenings featuring Deaf artists, and advocacy efforts
to promote accessibility and awareness.

Who are some notable figures recognized during National
Deaf History Month 2023?
Notable figures include Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, Helen Keller, and
contemporary Deaf leaders and activists who have contributed to education, rights, and culture within
the Deaf community.

How can people support National Deaf History Month 2023?
People can support by learning and using basic American Sign Language, attending events and
workshops, promoting Deaf culture and history on social media, advocating for accessibility, and
supporting organizations that serve the Deaf community.

Additional Resources
1. Through Deaf Eyes: A Journey into Deaf Culture and History
This book offers an insightful look into the experiences and history of the Deaf community in America.
It covers pivotal moments in Deaf education, legislation, and cultural milestones. Readers gain a deep
appreciation for the resilience and achievements of Deaf individuals throughout history.

2. Deaf Heritage: A Narrative History of Deaf America
Written by Jack Gannon, this comprehensive narrative chronicles the rich history of Deaf people in the
United States. It highlights key figures, events, and movements that shaped Deaf culture and
advocacy. The book is an essential resource for understanding the social and political struggles of the



Deaf community.

3. Seeing Voices: A Journey into the World of the Deaf
Oliver Sacks explores the neurological and cultural aspects of deafness, combining scientific research
with personal stories. The book sheds light on the importance of sign language and the Deaf
community's fight for recognition. It is a compelling read for those interested in both science and
social justice.

4. Black Deaf History: Stories, Struggles, and Triumphs
This book focuses on the unique experiences of Black Deaf individuals and their contributions to Deaf
culture. It addresses the intersectionality of race and deafness, highlighting stories often overlooked
in mainstream Deaf history. The collection celebrates resilience and achievements within this vibrant
community.

5. The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community
Harlan Lane critically examines the historical and ongoing challenges faced by the Deaf community,
especially in relation to medical and educational policies. The book critiques the medicalization of
deafness and argues for the recognition of Deaf culture and sign language. It is a thought-provoking
read for advocates and allies.

6. Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture
Carol Padden and Tom Humphries present a vivid portrayal of Deaf culture through interviews and
personal narratives. The book highlights the linguistic and social aspects that define the Deaf
community. It serves as both an academic resource and an accessible introduction for general
readers.

7. Inside Deaf Culture
Edited by Carol Padden and Tom Humphries, this anthology gathers essays from scholars and Deaf
individuals exploring various facets of Deaf culture. Topics include language, identity, education, and
community dynamics. The book provides a multidimensional understanding of what it means to be
Deaf.

8. Deaf History Unveiled: Interpretations from the New Scholarship
This collection offers updated perspectives on Deaf history, incorporating recent research and diverse
viewpoints. It challenges traditional narratives and expands the historical record to include
marginalized voices within the Deaf community. The book is ideal for readers seeking a nuanced and
contemporary approach to Deaf history.

9. A Journey into the Deaf-World
Harlan Lane, Robert Hoffmeister, and Ben Bahan explore Deaf culture, language, and identity through
a sociological lens. The book discusses the significance of American Sign Language and the social
structures within the Deaf community. It remains a foundational text for understanding Deaf culture
and advocacy.
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