names of witches in history

names of witches in history have fascinated scholars, historians, and the general public
for centuries. These figures, often shrouded in mystery and myth, played significant roles
in their respective societies, sometimes as feared outcasts and other times as powerful
healers or wise women. This article explores some of the most notable names of witches in
history, tracing their origins and impact across different cultures and time periods. From
infamous trials to influential folklore, the legacy of historical witches continues to capture
imaginations around the world. By examining these key figures, readers can gain insight
into the social, cultural, and legal contexts that shaped their reputations. The following
sections will delve into prominent witches from European history, explore legendary
figures in folklore, and highlight notable cases from other parts of the world.

e Famous Witches from European History
e Legendary Witches in Folklore and Mythology

e Notable Witch Trials and Accused Witches

e Witches in Other Cultures and Regions

Famous Witches from European History

The names of witches in history from Europe are among the most documented due to the
continent’s extensive witch trials and folklore traditions. Many of these women and men
were accused during periods of intense social, religious, and political upheaval. Their
stories often reflect broader societal anxieties about the supernatural and the role of
women.

Gilles de Rais

Gilles de Rais, a 15th-century French nobleman, is often linked to witchcraft and dark
magic. Although primarily known for his horrific crimes, some historical accounts suggest
he was involved in occult practices. His life inspired the legend of Bluebeard and
contributed to the association of witchcraft with evil nobility during the Middle Ages.

Mother Shipton

Ursula Southeil, better known as Mother Shipton, was an English soothsayer and
prophetess who lived in the 16th century. Though not formally accused of witchcraft, her



reputation as a witch grew due to her alleged prophecies and knowledge of herbal
remedies. She remains one of England’s most famous historical witch figures.

Agnes Sampson

Agnes Sampson was a Scottish healer and midwife accused of witchcraft during the North
Berwick witch trials in the late 16th century. Known as the "Wise Wife of Keith," she was
accused of causing storms to threaten King James VI's voyage. Her trial is a significant
example of the intersection between political power and witchcraft accusations in Europe.

Legendary Witches in Folklore and Mythology

In addition to real historical figures, folklore and mythology have contributed many iconic
names associated with witchcraft. These legendary witches often embody cultural fears
and values, serving as cautionary tales or symbols of female power.

Baba Yaga

Baba Yaga is a prominent figure in Slavic folklore, depicted as a supernatural witch-like
being who dwells in a hut standing on chicken legs. She is both feared and respected,
often playing the role of a wise woman or a villain. Baba Yaga’s ambiguous nature reflects
the complex attitudes toward witches in Eastern European traditions.

Morgan le Fay

Morgan le Fay is a powerful enchantress from Arthurian legend. Often portrayed as King
Arthur’s half-sister, she possesses magical abilities and sometimes acts as an antagonist.
Her character has evolved over centuries, symbolizing both the mystical and dangerous
aspects of witchcraft in medieval literature.

Circe

Circe, a figure from Greek mythology, is renowned for her knowledge of potions and
transformation spells. She famously turned Odysseus’s men into animals in Homer’s
"Odyssey." Circe’s story highlights ancient perceptions of witches as both enchanting and
perilous forces within mythological narratives.



Notable Witch Trials and Accused Witches

The history of witch trials reveals many of the most infamous names of witches in history.
These trials often resulted in executions based on accusations that were influenced by
superstition, fear, and social conflict.

The Salem Witch Trials

Among the most notorious witch trials in history, the Salem Witch Trials of 1692 in
colonial Massachusetts saw twenty people executed and many others imprisoned. Key
figures include:

e Sarah Good: One of the first women accused, known for her poverty and outspoken
nature.

e Rebecca Nurse: A respected elder who was nonetheless convicted and executed.

¢ Giles Corey: An elderly man pressed to death for refusing to enter a plea.

These names remain emblematic of the hysteria and injustice surrounding witch hunts in
early America.

Anne Boleyn

Although primarily known as the second wife of King Henry VIII, Anne Boleyn was also
accused of witchcraft as part of the political machinations leading to her execution in
1536. The accusations included claims that she used sorcery to win the king’s favor,
reflecting how accusations of witchcraft could be wielded as tools of power.

Ursula Kemp

Ursula Kemp was an English midwife executed in 1582 after being accused of witchcraft
in a small village. Her case is notable because it illustrates how ordinary women with
knowledge of healing were vulnerable to witchcraft accusations during periods of social
tension.



Witches in Other Cultures and Regions

Names of witches in history are not confined to Europe and North America. Various
cultures around the world have their own figures associated with witchcraft, shamanism,
and magic, often with distinct roles and meanings.

La Voisin

Catherine Monvoisin, known as La Voisin, was a French fortune teller and poisoner
implicated in the infamous Affair of the Poisons during the reign of Louis XIV. Though not
a witch in the traditional sense, her association with occult practices and alleged
witchcraft highlights the broader European context of magical fear.

Yennenga

In West African traditions, Yennenga is a legendary warrior princess believed to possess
spiritual powers and magical knowledge. While not a witch in the European sense, her
story reflects the important role of mystical female figures in African history and culture.

Japanese Onmyoji and Witches

In Japanese history, practitioners of onmyodo, such as Abe no Seimei, were sometimes
labeled as witches or sorcerers by Western observers. Additionally, figures like the
yamauba—mountain witches—appear in folklore as enigmatic women with supernatural
abilities, highlighting the rich tapestry of witch-like figures in Asian traditions.

Common Traits Among Historical Witches

While the specific names of witches in history vary widely, certain traits recur across
cultures and time periods. Understanding these commonalities helps contextualize the
phenomenon of witchcraft accusations and the cultural construction of witches.

e Association with Nature and Healing: Many historical witches were skilled in
herbal medicine and midwifery, roles closely tied to nature and healing arts.

¢ Social Marginalization: Accused witches were often women who lived on the
fringes of society, such as widows, healers, or outspoken individuals.

e Fear and Power: Witches were frequently portrayed as wielders of dangerous



supernatural power, provoking fear among their communities.

e Religious and Political Factors: Witchcraft accusations were often influenced by
religious dogma and political conflicts, serving as tools for control and persecution.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the most famous witch in history?

One of the most famous witches in history is Joan of Arc, who was accused of witchcraft
during her time, although she was later canonized as a saint.

What is the name of the witch associated with the Salem
witch trials?

Tituba is one of the most well-known figures associated with the Salem witch trials, as she
was one of the first women accused of witchcraft in 1692.

Who was the witch known as the "Witch of Endor' in the
Bible?

The Witch of Endor is a figure mentioned in the Hebrew Bible who was consulted by King
Saul to summon the spirit of the prophet Samuel.

What are some historical names of women accused of
witchcraft in Europe?

Some historical names include Agnes Sampson, known as the 'Wise Wife of Keith' in
Scotland, and Ursula Kemp, accused during the witch hunts in England.

Was Marie Laveau considered a witch in history?

Marie Laveau was a famous Voodoo practitioner in 19th-century New Orleans, often
referred to as the 'Voodoo Queen,' but she was not a witch in the traditional European
sense.

Who was the "Witch of Agnesi' and why is she
significant?
The '"Witch of Agnesi' refers to Maria Gaetana Agnesi, an 18th-century Italian

mathematician. The term 'witch' in this context comes from a mistranslation of the curve
named after her, not from any association with witchcraft.



Additional Resources

1. “The Witch of Endor: Summoner of Spirits”

This book delves into the biblical story of the Witch of Endor, who famously summoned the
spirit of the prophet Samuel. It explores the cultural and religious context of witchcraft in
ancient times and how this figure has influenced folklore and literature throughout
history.

2. “Marie Laveau: Queen of Voodoo”

A captivating biography of Marie Laveau, the legendary New Orleans voodoo priestess.
The book examines her powerful influence on the community, her mystical practices, and
how her legacy continues to shape modern spiritual traditions.

3. “The Life and Trials of Agnes Sampson: The Wise Wife of Keith”

This historical account follows Agnes Sampson, a Scottish healer and midwife accused
during the North Berwick witch trials. The narrative reveals the harsh realities faced by
women labeled as witches and the political intrigues behind the persecutions.

4. “Mother Shipton: England’s Prophetess and Witch”

An exploration of the life and prophecies of Mother Shipton, a famous English soothsayer
from the 16th century. The book sheds light on her reputed magical abilities, her impact
on English folklore, and the myths that surround her story.

5. “Tituba: The Enigmatic Witch of Salem”

This book uncovers the mysterious figure of Tituba, an enslaved woman whose testimony
helped ignite the Salem witch trials. It offers a nuanced perspective on her life, the trials,
and the broader implications of race, power, and hysteria in colonial America.

6. “Hecate: Goddess of Witchcraft and the Night”

A comprehensive study of Hecate, the ancient Greek goddess associated with magic,
crossroads, and the underworld. The book explores her worship, symbolism, and how her
image has been adopted and transformed in modern witchcraft practices.

7. “Isobel Gowdie: Confessions of a Scottish Witch”

This work examines the detailed and vivid confessions of Isobel Gowdie, a woman accused
of witchcraft in 17th-century Scotland. It offers insights into the beliefs, fears, and social
dynamics that fueled witch hunts in early modern Europe.

8. “The Legend of La Voisin: Parisian Sorceress and Poisoner”

An intriguing biography of Catherine Monvoisin, known as La Voisin, a notorious French
witch and poisoner in the 17th century. The book reveals her role in the Affair of the
Poisons and the dark underbelly of the French aristocracy.

9. “Baba Yaga: The Witch of the Russian Forests”

A cultural and mythological exploration of Baba Yaga, the enigmatic witch figure from
Slavic folklore. This book discusses her dual nature as both a villain and a wise woman,
and her enduring presence in Russian fairy tales and magical traditions.
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