
musical how to succeed in business
Musical How to Succeed in Business is a delightful blend of humor, satire, and catchy tunes that
explores the cutthroat world of corporate America. Originally based on Shepherd Mead's 1952 book,
the musical has become a staple of American theater, captivating audiences with its witty
commentary on ambition, office politics, and the pursuit of success. This article delves into the
various aspects of the musical, including its plot, characters, themes, and the cultural impact it has
had since its inception.

Overview of the Musical

How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying first premiered on Broadway in 1961, with music
and lyrics by Frank Loesser and a book by Abe Burrows and Jack Weinstock. The musical quickly
gained acclaim, winning seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical, and has been revived several
times over the years.

The story follows J. Pierrepont Finch, a young window washer who discovers a book titled "How to
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying." Armed with the advice from this book, Finch climbs the
corporate ladder at the World Wide Wicket Company, all while navigating the humorous pitfalls of
office life and the rivalries with his co-workers.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds in the bustling world of the World Wide Wicket Company and follows Finch's rise to
the position of Vice President of Advertising. Key plot points include:

1. The Introduction of Finch: The musical opens with Finch already working as a window washer,
longing for a better life.
2. The Discovery of the Book: Finch finds the self-help book that outlines the steps to succeed in
business, which serves as his guide throughout the story.
3. The Corporate Climb: Following the book's advice, Finch employs clever tactics, charm, and a bit
of deceit to rise through the ranks.
4. Romantic Subplot: Finch falls for Rosemary Pilkington, a secretary who is also vying for success in
her career.
5. Conflict and Rivalry: Finch faces challenges from his boss, J.B. Biggley, and the conniving Bud
Frump, who seeks to undermine him.
6. Resolution: The climax resolves with Finch achieving his goals but also reflecting on the moral
implications of his methods.

Main Characters

The characters in How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying are vibrant and memorable,
each contributing to the comedic and critical portrayal of corporate life. Key characters include:



- J. Pierrepont Finch: The ambitious protagonist who uses the self-help book as a blueprint for his
success.
- Rosemary Pilkington: Finch’s love interest, a secretary who is determined to make her mark in the
corporate world.
- J.B. Biggley: The bumbling president of the World Wide Wicket Company, whose decisions often
lead to comedic situations.
- Bud Frump: Biggley’s ambitious nephew, who is jealous of Finch and tries to sabotage his rise.
- Smitty: Rosemary’s friend and co-worker, who provides comic relief and support throughout the
story.

Themes Explored

The musical delves into several themes that resonate with audiences, both in the 1960s and today:

Ambition and Success

One of the central themes of the musical is ambition. Finch's relentless drive to succeed highlights
the lengths to which individuals may go to achieve their goals. The show questions the ethics of
ambition, often portraying Finch’s underhanded tactics as both humorous and morally ambiguous.

Office Politics

The portrayal of office politics in the musical is sharp and insightful. Characters engage in
manipulation, backstabbing, and rivalry, reflecting the competitive nature of corporate
environments. The interactions among the characters provide both comic relief and a critical lens on
workplace dynamics.

Gender Roles and Workplace Dynamics

The musical also touches on gender roles, particularly through the character of Rosemary. Her
struggle to be taken seriously in a male-dominated workplace reflects broader societal issues
regarding women's roles in business. The musical showcases her determination to succeed while
also critiquing the limitations placed on women during the era.

Cultural Impact

How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying has made a significant impact on American
culture and the theatrical landscape. Its witty commentary, memorable score, and relatable
characters have allowed it to endure through the decades. Some notable cultural impacts include:



Broadway Legacy

The musical remains a beloved classic on Broadway, with multiple revivals, including a successful
production starring Daniel Radcliffe in 2011. It has introduced new generations to its catchy songs
and humorous take on corporate life.

Influence on Popular Culture

The themes and characters of the musical have influenced various forms of media, from television
shows to films that explore similar topics of ambition and office culture. Its cultural relevance
endures, reflecting ongoing conversations about work and success in modern society.

Musical Score

Frank Loesser's score is a highlight of the musical, featuring memorable songs such as:

- "I Believe in You": A heartfelt ballad sung by Finch that captures his hopes and aspirations.
- "Brotherhood of Man": A rousing finale that emphasizes teamwork and solidarity in the workplace.
- "The Company Way": A satirical take on corporate loyalty and the sacrifices made for success.

The musical's catchy tunes and clever lyrics contribute to its status as a beloved classic, ensuring it
continues to be performed and enjoyed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying is a brilliant theatrical
work that combines humor, satire, and social commentary. Through its engaging plot, memorable
characters, and insightful themes, the musical offers a humorous yet critical look at the pursuit of
success in the corporate world. Its enduring legacy in American culture and theater is a testament to
its relevance and charm, making it a timeless piece that continues to resonate with audiences today.
Whether you are a theater enthusiast or a casual viewer, the musical invites you to laugh, reflect,
and perhaps even reconsider your own definitions of success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the musical 'How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying'?
The main theme revolves around the pursuit of success in the corporate world, emphasizing the
absurdities of office politics and the lengths one might go to climb the corporate ladder.



Who is the protagonist in 'How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying'?
The protagonist is J. Pierrepont Finch, a young man who rises from a window washer to a high-
ranking executive using a self-help book.

What role does humor play in 'How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying'?
Humor is central to the musical, as it uses satire to critique corporate culture and the often
ridiculous nature of business practices, making serious themes more accessible.

How does the musical address gender roles in the workplace?
The musical reflects the gender dynamics of its time, often portraying women in supportive roles,
but it also hints at the challenges they face in a male-dominated business environment.

What are some key songs in 'How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying'?
Key songs include 'I Believe in You', 'The Company Way', and 'Brotherhood of Man', which highlight
the characters' motivations and the absurdity of corporate life.

Has 'How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying' been
adapted for other media?
Yes, the musical has been adapted into a film in 1967 and has seen numerous revivals on Broadway,
showcasing its lasting popularity and relevance.
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