
multiplying and dividing significant figures practice

Multiplying and dividing significant figures practice is an essential skill in scientific calculations. It helps

ensure that the precision of your measurements is maintained throughout your calculations, leading to

accurate and reliable results. Understanding how to properly handle significant figures in multiplication

and division is crucial for students, professionals, and anyone involved in scientific work. This article

will explore the rules of significant figures, provide practical examples, and offer exercises to enhance

your skills.

Understanding Significant Figures

Before diving into the specifics of multiplying and dividing significant figures, it is essential to grasp

what significant figures are. Significant figures (or significant digits) are the digits in a number that

contribute to its precision. This includes all non-zero digits, zeroes between significant digits, and

trailing zeroes in a decimal number.

Rules for Identifying Significant Figures

When assessing how many significant figures a number has, follow these rules:

1. Non-zero digits are always significant.

- Example: 123 has three significant figures.

2. Any zeros between significant digits are also significant.

- Example: 1002 has four significant figures.

3. Leading zeros (zeros before the first non-zero digit) are not significant.



- Example: 0.0045 has two significant figures.

4. Trailing zeros in a number with a decimal point are significant.

- Example: 2.300 has four significant figures.

5. Trailing zeros in a whole number without a decimal point are ambiguous and typically not counted.

- Example: 1500 may have two, three, or four significant figures unless specified.

Multiplying Significant Figures

When multiplying numbers, the result should have the same number of significant figures as the factor

with the least significant figures. This rule ensures that the precision of the least precise measurement

dictates the precision of the final answer.

Steps for Multiplying Significant Figures

1. Count the significant figures in each number.

2. Multiply the numbers as usual.

3. Round the final result to match the least number of significant figures from the factors.

Example of Multiplication

Let’s calculate \( 3.24 \times 2.1 \):

1. Identify significant figures:

- \( 3.24 \) has three significant figures.

- \( 2.1 \) has two significant figures.



2. Multiply:

- \( 3.24 \times 2.1 = 6.804 \).

3. Round:

- The final answer must have two significant figures (the least of the two).

- Therefore, the answer is \( 6.8 \).

Dividing Significant Figures

Similar to multiplication, when dividing numbers, the result should also maintain the same number of

significant figures as the factor with the least significant figures.

Steps for Dividing Significant Figures

1. Count the significant figures in each number.

2. Divide the numbers as normal.

3. Round the final answer to the least number of significant figures from the factors.

Example of Division

Let’s divide \( 5.67 \div 2.5 \):

1. Identify significant figures:

- \( 5.67 \) has three significant figures.

- \( 2.5 \) has two significant figures.

2. Divide:



- \( 5.67 \div 2.5 = 2.268 \).

3. Round:

- The final answer must have two significant figures.

- Therefore, the answer is \( 2.3 \).

Practice Problems

To solidify your understanding, try the following practice problems on multiplying and dividing

significant figures:

Multiplication Practice Problems

1. \( 4.56 \times 3.2 \)

2. \( 0.0034 \times 2500 \)

3. \( 12.00 \times 1.5 \)

Division Practice Problems

1. \( 9.81 \div 0.45 \)

2. \( 16.0 \div 4.5 \)

3. \( 100 \div 0.0045 \)

Solutions to Practice Problems

Here are the solutions for the practice problems to check your work:



Multiplication Solutions

1. \( 4.56 \times 3.2 = 14.592 \) → Round to \( 15 \) (2 significant figures).

2. \( 0.0034 \times 2500 = 8.5 \) → Round to \( 8.5 \) (2 significant figures).

3. \( 12.00 \times 1.5 = 18.00 \) → Round to \( 18.0 \) (3 significant figures).

Division Solutions

1. \( 9.81 \div 0.45 = 21.8 \) → Round to \( 22 \) (2 significant figures).

2. \( 16.0 \div 4.5 = 3.555 \) → Round to \( 3.6 \) (2 significant figures).

3. \( 100 \div 0.0045 = 22222.22 \) → Round to \( 2.2 \times 10^4 \) (2 significant figures).

Conclusion

Mastering multiplying and dividing significant figures practice is vital for anyone engaged in scientific

work. By understanding the rules governing significant figures, you can ensure that your calculations

reflect the precision of your measurements. Practice regularly with various problems to enhance your

skills, and refer back to the rules as needed. With time and effort, you'll become proficient in handling

significant figures with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are significant figures?

Significant figures are the digits in a number that contribute to its precision, including all non-zero

digits, any zeros between significant digits, and trailing zeros in the decimal portion.



How do you determine the number of significant figures in a

measurement?

To determine the number of significant figures in a measurement, count all non-zero digits, any zeros

between them, and trailing zeros if there is a decimal point.

When multiplying numbers, how do you round to the correct number of

significant figures?

When multiplying, the result should be rounded to the same number of significant figures as the

measurement with the least number of significant figures used in the calculation.

What is the rule for dividing numbers with significant figures?

The rule for division is the same as for multiplication: round the final answer to the same number of

significant figures as the measurement with the least number of significant figures.

If you multiply 3.24 (3 significant figures) by 2.5 (2 significant

figures), how many significant figures should the answer have?

The answer should have 2 significant figures, as 2.5 has the least number of significant figures.

What happens when you multiply a number with no decimal points and

a number with a decimal point regarding significant figures?

The number with the fewer significant figures will determine the number of significant figures in the

final product, regardless of whether the other number has a decimal point.

How would you express 0.00456 multiplied by 1000 in terms of



significant figures?

0.00456 has 3 significant figures, and when multiplied by 1000, the result is 4.56, which should be

expressed as 4.56, maintaining 3 significant figures.

Can trailing zeros in a whole number affect significant figures?

Yes, trailing zeros in a whole number without a decimal point are not considered significant. For

example, 1500 has 2 significant figures, but 1500. has 4 significant figures.

How can practice problems help in understanding significant figures in

multiplication and division?

Practice problems reinforce the rules of determining significant figures, improve accuracy in

calculations, and build confidence in applying these concepts in real-world scenarios.
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