
mtg keyword cheat sheet
mtg keyword cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for Magic: The
Gathering players seeking to master the game’s complex mechanics and
terminology. This comprehensive guide breaks down the most important keywords
found in MTG cards, providing clear explanations and examples to help both
beginners and experienced players understand and apply these terms
effectively during gameplay. Keywords in Magic: The Gathering often denote
special abilities or effects that can significantly influence strategy and
outcomes. Navigating these keywords with confidence can enhance deck
building, in-game decision-making, and overall enjoyment. This article will
cover the fundamental MTG keyword abilities, explain commonly used mechanics,
and offer a cheat sheet format to quickly reference these terms. By
integrating this mtg keyword cheat sheet into practice, players can improve
their grasp of Magic’s intricate rules and gain a strategic advantage.
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Understanding MTG Keywords
Magic: The Gathering uses a specialized vocabulary known as keywords to
communicate complex rules and effects succinctly on cards. These keywords
represent abilities or mechanics that are shorthand for longer, more detailed
instructions. For instance, keywords such as “Flying” or “Deathtouch”
indicate specific combat capabilities without verbose explanations.
Understanding keywords is crucial because they affect how cards interact with
each other and the game state. This section will clarify what MTG keywords
are, their role in gameplay, and how they differ from rules text and reminder
text.

Definition and Purpose of Keywords
Keywords are predefined terms in Magic: The Gathering that describe abilities
or game mechanics in a concise manner. They streamline card design and



gameplay by replacing lengthy descriptions with standardized terminology.
This allows players to quickly recognize and apply card effects during
matches. Keywords fall into two main categories: keyword abilities and
keyword actions. Keyword abilities are characteristics that affect a
permanent’s behavior, while keyword actions represent actions a player can
take, such as “Exile” or “Sacrifice.”

Reading Keywords on Cards
When reading a card, keywords usually appear in bold or italics and are often
accompanied by reminder text that explains the ability’s function. For
example, “Vigilance” is a keyword ability that means the creature does not
tap when attacking. Players should familiarize themselves with common
keywords and their implications to interpret cards efficiently.

Common MTG Keyword Abilities
This section focuses on the most frequently encountered keyword abilities in
Magic: The Gathering. These keywords form the backbone of many strategies and
are essential for players to understand. Each keyword ability has a distinct
impact on gameplay and can influence combat, resource management, or card
interactions.

Flying
Flying allows a creature to evade blockers without flying or reach, making it
a valuable evasion ability. Creatures with flying can only be blocked by
other creatures with flying or reach, giving them a tactical advantage.

Deathtouch
Deathtouch means any amount of damage dealt by the creature is enough to
destroy another creature. This makes even low-power creatures formidable
blockers or attackers.

First Strike and Double Strike
First Strike enables a creature to deal combat damage before creatures
without first strike during combat damage steps. Double Strike combines first
strike and regular damage phases, allowing a creature to deal damage twice in
one combat.



Trample
Trample allows a creature to deal excess combat damage to the defending
player or planeswalker if it deals enough damage to lethal blockers. This
keyword helps push through damage even when blocked.

Hexproof
Hexproof protects a permanent from being targeted by opponents’ spells or
abilities, enhancing survivability against control or removal strategies.

Vigilance
Vigilance means a creature does not tap when attacking, allowing it to remain
available to block on the opponent’s turn.

Reach
Reach lets a creature block creatures with flying, counteracting evasion
strategies and providing defensive utility.

Triggered and Activated Abilities
Beyond static keyword abilities, Magic: The Gathering features triggered and
activated abilities that add dynamic elements to gameplay. Understanding
these abilities is vital for mastering timing and interactions during
matches.

Triggered Abilities
Triggered abilities automatically occur in response to specific events, such
as a creature entering the battlefield or a player drawing a card. They are
indicated by phrases like “When,” “Whenever,” or “At.” Examples include
“Whenever this creature deals combat damage, draw a card.”

Activated Abilities
Activated abilities require a player to take an action to use them, typically
involving paying a cost such as mana, tapping the permanent, or sacrificing a
resource. These abilities are denoted by a colon (:), for example, “Tap: Add
one mana of any color.”



Difference Between Keyword and Non-Keyword Abilities
While many keywords represent static abilities, triggered and activated
abilities may or may not be keyworded. Keywords provide a shorthand for
frequent effects, while non-keyworded triggered and activated abilities offer
unique or situational effects tailored to specific cards.

Combat-Related Keywords
Combat in Magic: The Gathering involves a variety of keywords that influence
how creatures attack, block, and deal damage. These keywords are central to
offensive and defensive strategies.

Menace
Menace requires a creature to be blocked by two or more creatures, making it
more difficult to defend against.

Defender
Creatures with defender cannot attack, serving primarily as blockers to
protect a player or other permanents.

Protection
Protection grants immunity to damage, blocking, targeting, or enchantment
from specified sources, indicated by a color or card type, such as
“Protection from red.”

Indestructible
Indestructible creatures cannot be destroyed by damage or effects that say
“destroy,” making them resilient on the battlefield.

Lifelink
Lifelink causes damage dealt by the creature to also gain life for its
controller, providing sustainability during combat.



Keywords Affecting Card Types
Some keywords specifically influence the behavior of certain types of cards,
such as artifacts, enchantments, or lands, expanding the strategic depth of
deck building and play styles.

Flash
Flash allows a player to cast a card any time they could cast an instant,
enabling surprise plays and responses during an opponent’s turn.

Landfall
Landfall triggers an effect whenever a land enters the battlefield under a
player’s control, often providing bonuses or additional resources.

Modular
Modular is an ability found on artifact creatures that allows them to enter
the battlefield with +1/+1 counters and transfer those counters to another
artifact creature upon death.

Convoke
Convoke lets a player tap creatures to help pay for a spell’s mana cost,
speeding up casting and enabling larger spells earlier in the game.

Advanced MTG Keyword Mechanics
Beyond basic keywords, Magic: The Gathering incorporates advanced mechanics
that often require a deeper understanding of game rules and interactions.
These keywords are found in newer sets or specialized formats.

Devoid
Devoid makes a card colorless regardless of its mana cost or color identity.
This affects how cards interact with color-specific effects.

Exert
Exert allows a creature to perform a powerful action but become tapped or
unable to block on the next turn, balancing risk and reward.



Afterlife
Afterlife creates 1/1 white Spirit creature tokens with flying whenever a
creature with this keyword dies.

Surveil
Surveil lets a player look at a certain number of cards from the top of their
library and put any number into their graveyard, enabling strategic deck
manipulation.

Escape
Escape allows a player to cast cards from their graveyard by paying an
alternate cost and exiling other cards from the graveyard as a resource.

Companion
Companion is a unique mechanic that lets a player start the game with a
specific card outside their main deck under certain deck-building
restrictions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is an MTG keyword cheat sheet?
An MTG keyword cheat sheet is a quick reference guide that lists and explains
the various keywords used in Magic: The Gathering cards, helping players
understand card abilities easily.

Where can I find a reliable MTG keyword cheat sheet?
Reliable MTG keyword cheat sheets can be found on popular Magic: The
Gathering websites such as Wizards of the Coast official site, MTG Salvation,
and other community forums and fan sites.

Why should I use an MTG keyword cheat sheet?
Using an MTG keyword cheat sheet helps new and experienced players quickly
learn and recall the meanings of complex card abilities, improving gameplay
speed and understanding.

Are MTG keyword cheat sheets updated regularly?
Yes, good MTG keyword cheat sheets are updated regularly to include new
keywords and changes introduced in the latest Magic: The Gathering sets and
rules updates.



Can an MTG keyword cheat sheet help during
tournaments?
While cheat sheets are great for learning and casual play, tournament rules
often restrict the use of external aids, so players should check tournament
guidelines before using one.

What are some common keywords found on an MTG
keyword cheat sheet?
Common keywords include Flying, Trample, Haste, Deathtouch, First Strike,
Lifelink, Hexproof, and Vigilance, all of which describe specific abilities
on MTG cards.

How do I use an MTG keyword cheat sheet effectively?
Use the cheat sheet to familiarize yourself with keywords before playing, and
keep it handy during games to quickly reference unfamiliar abilities and
improve decision-making.

Is there a digital version of an MTG keyword cheat
sheet?
Yes, many websites and apps offer digital MTG keyword cheat sheets, allowing
players to access keyword definitions on their phones or computers for
convenience.

Can MTG keyword cheat sheets help with deck
building?
Absolutely, understanding keywords through a cheat sheet can help players
identify synergies and build more effective decks by knowing how different
abilities interact.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Magic: The Ultimate MTG Keyword Cheat Sheet
This comprehensive guide breaks down every keyword in Magic: The Gathering,
from the most common to the obscure. It provides clear definitions, examples,
and strategic insights to help players of all levels understand how to
leverage keywords effectively in gameplay. Whether you’re a beginner or a
seasoned pro, this book is an invaluable resource for mastering card
mechanics.

2. MTG Keywords Explained: A Player’s Reference Guide
Designed as a quick-reference manual, this book offers detailed explanations
of all MTG keywords, organized alphabetically for easy navigation. It



includes tips on how each keyword interacts with different card types and
formats, making it perfect for players looking to deepen their understanding
and improve deck-building skills.

3. The Complete MTG Keyword Encyclopedia
An exhaustive compendium of Magic: The Gathering keywords, this encyclopedia
covers every keyword ability from the game’s inception to the latest
expansions. The book also explores the history and evolution of keywords,
giving readers context and appreciation for the game’s complexity and design
philosophy.

4. Unlocking the Power of MTG Keywords
This book focuses on how to strategically use keywords to maximize your
deck’s potential. It provides practical advice, illustrated examples, and
real-game scenarios that demonstrate the impact of keywords in competitive
play. Players will learn how to anticipate opponents’ moves and craft
synergistic combos through keyword mastery.

5. MTG Keyword Mechanics: A Tactical Guide
A tactical manual that delves into the mechanics behind MTG keywords, this
book aims to enhance players’ gameplay decisions. It explains the nuances of
keyword interactions and timing, helping readers understand complex scenarios
and edge cases often encountered in tournaments or casual play.

6. Instant MTG Keyword Cheats: Quick Tips for Fast Learning
Perfect for new players or those needing a refresher, this book provides
concise cheat sheets and mnemonic devices to quickly memorize and recall MTG
keywords. It’s designed for quick reading and practical use, making it ideal
for on-the-go study or last-minute preparation before matches.

7. The Art of MTG Keywords: Strategy and Synergy
This book explores the strategic depth that MTG keywords add to deck building
and gameplay. It discusses how keywords create synergy between cards and how
to exploit these interactions to gain a competitive advantage. Readers will
find detailed analyses of popular keyword combinations and deck archetypes.

8. MTG Keywords Demystified: Understanding Game-Changing Abilities
A beginner-friendly guide that demystifies the often confusing world of MTG
keywords, this book breaks down each keyword into simple language. It
includes helpful diagrams and examples to clarify how abilities work within
the rules, making it easier for new players to grasp core concepts quickly.

9. Advanced MTG Keyword Strategies for Competitive Play
Targeted at advanced players, this book examines high-level strategies
involving MTG keywords in competitive formats. It covers meta-game
considerations, sideboarding strategies, and how to predict opponents’
keyword usage. Readers will gain insights into optimizing their playstyle and
exploiting keywords to win consistently.
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