MR SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON WORKSHEET

MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON WORKSHEET IS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL DESIGNED TO ENHANCE STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDING
OF THE CLASSIC FILM AND ITS THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THIS ICONIC FILM, DIRECTED BY Frank CAPRA
AND RELEASED IN ]939, TELLS THE STORY OF A NAIVE AND IDEALISTIC YOUNG SENATOR WHO CONFRONTS POLITICAL
CORRUPTION IN \X/ASHINGTON/ D.C. BY UTILIZING A WORKSHEET, EDUCATORS CAN FACILITATE DISCUSSIONS, ENCOURAGE
CRITICAL THINKING, AND ASSESS STUDENTS' COMPREHENSION OF THE FILM'S NARRATIVE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY.

UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF “MR. SMITH Goes To W ASHINGTON"

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE WORKSHEET, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO GRASP WHY “MR. SMITH GOES TO W/ ASHINGTON" REMAINS A
SIGNIFICANT PIECE OF AMERICAN CINEMA. THE FILM SERVES AS A COMMENTARY ON THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM,
SHOWCASING BOTH ITS FLAWS AND POTENTIAL FOR GREATNESS. SOME KEY THEMES INCLUDE:

e |DEALISM VS. REALITY: THE FILM PORTRAYS THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE PROTAGONIST'S IDEALISTIC VIEWS AND THE
HARSH REALITIES OF POLITICAL LIFE.

o CORRUPTION: |T HIGHLIGHTS THE PREVALENCE OF CORRUPTION IN POLITICS AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THOSE WHO
SEEK TO ENACT CHANGE.

e DEMOCRACY: THE FILM SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND THE ROLE OF CITIZENS IN A
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY.

(UNDERSTANDING THESE THEMES WILL HELP STUDENTS ENGAGE MORE DEEPLY WITH THE MATERIAL PRESENTED IN THE WORKSHEET.

COMPONENTS OF A “MR. SMITH Goes TO W ASHINGTON" \X/ ORKSHEET

A WELL-STRUCTURED WORKSHEET SHOULD ENCOMPASS VARIOUS COMPONENTS THAT FACILITATE A COMPREHENSIVE LEARNING
EXPERIENCE. HERE ARE SOME ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE:

1. CHARACTER ANALYSIS

STUDENTS CAN BENEFIT FROM ANALYZING THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE FILM. A CHARACTER ANALYSIS SECTION COULD INCLUDE:

hd JEFFERSON SMITH: Discuss His CHARACTERISTICS, MOTIVATIONS, AND THE CHALLENGES HE FACES.
® SENATOR PAINE: EXPLORE HIS ROLE AS AN ANTAGONIST AND HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH SMITH.

o CLARISSA SAUNDERS: EXAMINE HER INFLUENCE ON SMITH AND HER OWN POLITICAL VIEWS.

2. Key THEMES AND MOTIFS



THIS SECTION CAN PROMPT STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THE FILM'S UNDERLYING MESSAGES. QUESTIONS MAY INCLUDE:

® \WHAT DOES THE FILM SUGGEST ABOUT THE NATURE OF POLITICS?
® How DOES THE FILM PORTRAY THE CONCEPT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM?

® [N WHAT WAYS DOES THE FILM CHALLENGE OR REINFORCE STEREOTYPES ABOUT POLITICIANS?

3. PLOT SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

A BRIEF PLOT SUMMARY CAN HELP STUDENTS RECALL THE FILM'S EVENTS, FOLLOWED BY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS, SUCH AS:

1. WHAT ARE THE KEY TURNING POINTS IN THE STORY?
2. How DO THE EVENTS IN THE FILM REFLECT REAL-LIFE POLITICAL EVENTS?

3. WHAT ROLE DOES THE SENATE FILIBUSTER PLAY IN THE STORY, AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT THE OUTCOME?

ACTIVITIES TO ENHANCE LEARNING

TO FURTHER ENGAGE STUDENTS WITH THE FILM AND ITS THEMES, CONSIDER INCORPORATING ACTIVITIES ALONGSIDE THE
\WORKSHEET. HERE ARE A FEW IDEAS:

1. GRouP DiscUsSIONS

ORGANIZING GROUP DISCUSSIONS CAN HELP STUDENTS SHARE THEIR INSIGHTS AND PERSPECTIVES. QUESTIONS TO GUIDE
DISCUSSIONS COULD INCLUDE:

e How wWoULD YOU HAVE HANDLED SMITH'S SITUATION?
® \X/HAT LESSONS CAN CURRENT POLITICIANS LEARN FROM SMITH'S STORY?

e DO YOU THINK THE FILM'S PORTRAYAL OF POLITICS IS STILL RELEVANT TODAY? WHY OR WHY NOT?

2. CREATIVE ASSIGNMENTS

ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO EXPRESS THEIR UNDERSTANDING CREATIVELY. ASSIGNMENTS COULD INCLUDE:

1. WRITING A LETTER TO SENATOR SMITH OFFERING HIM ADVICE.

2. CREATING A MODERN-DAY VERSION OF THE FILM SET IN TODAY'S POLITICAL CLIMATE.



3. DEVELOPING A CAMPAIGN PLATFORM FOR A FICTIONAL CHARACTER INSPIRED BY SMITH.

3. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

STUDENTS CAN COMPARE “MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON” WITH OTHER POLITICAL FILMS OR LITERATURE. QUESTIONS MAY
INCLUDE!:

® How DOES THIS FILM COMPARE TO MORE CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL DRAMAS?

® \W/HAT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES CAN YOU FIND BETWEEN SMITH AND CHARACTERS IN OTHER FILMS?

USING THE W ORKSHEET FOR ASSESSMENT

THe “"MRr. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON” WORKSHEET CAN ALSO SERVE AS A VALUABLE ASSESSMENT TOOL. TEACHERS CAN
USE THE COMPLETED WORKSHEETS TO GAUGE STUDENTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF THE FILM AND ITS THEMES. HERE ARE A FEW
ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES!

1. GRADING RUBRIC

DEVELOP A GRADING RUBRIC THAT FOCUSES ON:

o COMPREHENSION OF THEMES AND CHARACTERS
e DEPTH OF ANALYSIS IN RESPONSES

o CREATIVITY IN ASSIGNMENTS

2. REFLECTION EssAYs

AFTER COMPLETING THE WORKSHEET AND DISCUSSIONS, ASK STUDENTS TO WRITE A REFLECTION ESSAY ON WHAT THEY
LEARNED. PROMPTS MAY INCLUDE:

1. \WHAT DID YOU FIND MOST COMPELLING ABOUT SMITH'S CHARACTER?

2. How HAS YOUR VIEW OF POLITICS CHANGED AFTER WATCHING THE FILM?

3. CLASS PRESENTATIONS

HAVE STUDENTS PRESENT THEIR FINDINGS ON SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THE FILM, SUCH AS CHARACTER ARCS, THEMATIC RELEVANCE,



OR HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THIS ALLOWS THEM TO ARTICULATE THEIR THOUGHTS AND ENCOURAGES PUBLIC SPEAKING SKILLS.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON WORKSHEET IS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EDUCATORS LOOKING
TO TEACH STUDENTS ABOUT POLITICAL THEMES, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT. By
ENGAGING WITH THE FILM THROUGH STRUCTURED ACTIVITIES, DISCUSSIONS, AND ASSESSMENTS, STUDENTS CAN GAIN A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF BOTH THE NARRATIVE AND ITS RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. W/HETHER USED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL,
HIGH SCHOOL, OR EVEN IN COLLEGE COURSES, THIS WORKSHEET CAN INSPIRE A NE\W GENERATION OF INFORMED CITIZENS WHO
APPRECIATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF DEMOCRACY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF STANDING UP FOR ONE'S BELIEFS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON'?

THE MAIN THEME IS THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN INTEGRITY AND CORRUPTION IN POLITICS, SHOWCASING THE IDEALISM OF A
NEW COMER FACING THE REALITIES OF GOVERNMENTAL PROCEDURES.

\W/HO IS THE PROTAGONIST IN ‘MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON'?

THE PROTAGONIST IS JEFFERSON SMITH, AN IDEALISTIC AND NAIVE SENATOR WHO IS APPOINTED TO FILL A VACANCY IN THE U.S.
SENATE.

WHAT ROLE DOES THE CHARACTER OF SAUNDERS PLAY IN THE FILM?

SAUNDERS IS A SEASONED POLITICAL AIDE WHO HELPSJEFFERSON SMITH NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE SENATE AND
ULTIMATELY BECOMES HIS ALLY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FILIBUSTER IN THE FILM?

THE FILIBUSTER IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT REPRESENTSJEFFERSON SMITH'S DETERMINATION TO STAND UP AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
FIGHT FOR HIS BELIEFS, USING IT AS A TOOL TO DELAY A VOTE ON A CORRUPT BILL.

How poes ‘MR. SMITH Goes To W/ ASHINGTON' PORTRAY THE MEDIA’S ROLE IN
POLITICS?

THE FILM PORTRAYS THE MEDIA AS BOTH A TOOL FOR MANIPULATION AND A PLATFORM FOR TRUTH, HIGHLIGHTING HOW PUBLIC
OPINION CAN INFLUENCE POLITICAL OUTCOMES.

\W/HAT LESSON CAN BE LEARNED FROM JEFFERSON SMITH'S CHARACTER ARC?

JEFFEESON SMITH'S CHARACTER ARC TEACHES THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE, THE VALUE OF STANDING UP FOR ONE'S
BELIEFS, AND THE IMPACT AN INDIVIDUAL CAN HAVE IN THE FACE OF SYSTEMIC CORRUPTION.

How DOES THE FILM ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF THE AMERICAN DREAMP

THE FILM ADDRESSES THE AMERICAN DREAM BY DEPICTINGJEFFERSON SMITHISJOUENEY AS A REPRESENTATION OF HOPE,
IDEALISM, AND THE BELIEF THAT ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOCIETY.



WHAT IMPACT DID ‘MR. SMITH GOES TO W ASHINGTON' HAVE ON AMERICAN CINEMAP

THE FILM HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT BY POPULARIZING THE POLITICAL DRAMA GENRE AND INFLUENCING PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS OF
GOVERNMENT AND DEMOCRACY.

WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT SURROUNDING THE RELEASE OF ‘MR. SMITH GOES
To WASHINGTON'?

RELEASED IN ]939, THE FILM REFLECTS THE DISILLUSIONMENT WITH GOVERNMENT DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND
CAPTURES THE SPIRIT OF REFORM AND IDEALISM PREVALENT IN THAT ERA.

\WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE TYPICALLY INCLUDED IN A ‘MR. SMITH Goes To W ASHINGTON’
WORKSHEET FOR STUDENTS?

ACTIVITIES MAY INCLUDE CHARACTER ANALYSIS, THEMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FILM SUMMARIES, AND REFLECTIVE WRITING PROMPTS
ABOUT THE POLITICAL ISSUES PRESENTED IN THE FILM.
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