
most beautiful golf holes in the world

most beautiful golf holes in the world captivate golfers and enthusiasts alike with their breathtaking

landscapes, challenging designs, and iconic settings. These stunning holes combine natural beauty

with exceptional course architecture, creating unforgettable experiences on the fairway. From

oceanfront cliffs and dramatic island greens to lush forest surroundings and desert vistas, the most

beautiful golf holes in the world showcase the diversity and artistry of golf course design. This article

explores some of these remarkable holes, highlighting what makes each one unique and treasured by

players worldwide. Whether it’s the challenge of the terrain or the scenic views, these golf holes leave

a lasting impression. Below is a table of contents that outlines the main sections covered in this

detailed exploration.
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Iconic Coastal Golf Holes

Coastal golf holes are often regarded among the most beautiful golf holes in the world due to their

stunning ocean views and challenging wind conditions. These holes typically feature cliffs, sandy

dunes, and panoramic water vistas that test a golfer’s precision and nerve.



The 7th Hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links

Located on California’s rugged coastline, the 7th hole at Pebble Beach is famous for its dramatic

ocean backdrop and short but demanding par-3 layout. The green is perched on a small peninsula

surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, where swirling winds and crashing waves create a visually striking

and technically difficult hole.

The 18th Hole at Royal County Down

In Northern Ireland, the 18th hole at Royal County Down offers sweeping views of the Irish Sea and

the Mountains of Mourne. The hole combines natural dunes with a narrow fairway leading to a well-

protected green, making it one of the most picturesque and challenging finishing holes in golf.

Key Features of Coastal Holes

Panoramic ocean and beach views

Wind as a natural hazard

Cliffside and dune terrain

Salt-tolerant vegetation and sandy soil

Strategic bunker placement near water hazards



Mountain and Forest-Backed Golf Holes

Golf holes set against mountain ranges or within dense forests offer a unique blend of natural beauty

and isolation. These holes are often characterized by elevation changes, towering trees, and tranquil

surroundings that contrast with the open expanses of coastal courses.

The 13th Hole at Augusta National Golf Club

Known as one of the most beautiful and strategically demanding holes, the 13th at Augusta National

features a sweeping dogleg left framed by towering pines and azaleas. The hole requires a precision

tee shot to a narrow fairway that slopes toward a green guarded by water and bunkers.

The 3rd Hole at Banff Springs Golf Course

Set in the Canadian Rockies, the 3rd hole at Banff Springs is surrounded by majestic mountain peaks

and dense forests. The hole’s dramatic elevation changes and natural rock formations create an

unforgettable backdrop that challenges golfers’ shot-making abilities.

Characteristics of Mountain and Forest Holes

Significant elevation changes

Dense tree-lined fairways

Natural rock and water hazards

Quiet, serene environments

Varied lighting and shadow effects throughout the day



Desert and Arid Landscape Golf Holes

Golf holes located in desert or arid regions offer stark yet captivating beauty, with contrasts between

green fairways and surrounding dry, rocky terrain. These holes often incorporate native desert flora

and require thoughtful irrigation and course design to preserve natural aesthetics.

The 16th Hole at TPC Scottsdale

Famous for its vibrant atmosphere during the Waste Management Phoenix Open, the 16th hole is a

par-3 with an amphitheater-like layout surrounded by desert landscape. The green is protected by

water and bunkers, and the hole is as visually striking as it is exciting for spectators.

The 4th Hole at Shadow Creek Golf Course

In Nevada’s desert environment, the 4th hole at Shadow Creek features lush fairways and water

hazards that contrast sharply with the surrounding arid terrain. The course’s design integrates natural

rock formations and desert plants, creating one of the most beautiful desert golf experiences.

Notable Aspects of Desert Golf Holes

Sharp contrast between green turf and desert surroundings

Use of native desert plants and rock landscaping

Strategic water hazards and bunkers

Bright sunlight and clear skies enhancing visual appeal



Unique challenges from dry, firm playing conditions

Island and Peninsula Golf Holes

Golf holes located on islands or peninsulas are among the most visually stunning and memorable in

the world. Surrounded by water on multiple sides, these holes combine scenic beauty with high-risk,

high-reward shot-making opportunities.

The 17th Hole at TPC Sawgrass (The Island Green)

The iconic 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass is one of the most recognizable golf holes globally. This par-3

island green demands pinpoint accuracy, as any shot missing the small green lands in the surrounding

water. The hole’s design and setting have become synonymous with golf’s drama and beauty.

The 12th Hole at Cape Kidnappers Golf Course

Perched on a cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean in New Zealand, the 12th hole at Cape Kidnappers

offers sweeping ocean views and a challenging downhill approach. The hole’s natural terrain and

spectacular location make it one of the most beautiful peninsula golf holes in the world.

Defining Features of Island and Peninsula Holes

Surrounded by water hazards on multiple sides

Limited landing areas creating high-pressure shots

Scenic, panoramic water views



Often exposed to strong coastal winds

Unique strategic risk-reward elements

Historic and Legendary Golf Holes

Some of the most beautiful golf holes in the world owe their fame not only to natural beauty but also to

their historical significance and legendary moments in golf history. These holes are revered for their

timeless design and the stories they carry.

The 17th Hole at St Andrews (The Road Hole)

At the Old Course in St Andrews, Scotland, the 17th hole known as The Road Hole is famous for its

challenging layout and iconic road bunker. The hole’s combination of historic architecture, undulating

fairways, and strategic hazards makes it a classic example of golf’s heritage and beauty.

The 18th Hole at Pinehurst No. 2

Designed by Donald Ross, the 18th hole at Pinehurst No. 2 is renowned for its crowned, turtleback

green and strategic bunkering. The hole’s natural sandy soil and undulating terrain provide a visually

striking and challenging finish to one of America’s most historic courses.

Elements That Define Historic Golf Holes

Classic course architecture and design principles

Association with major championships and iconic moments



Integration with natural and man-made landmarks

Timeless aesthetic appeal

Enduring popularity among golfers worldwide

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the most beautiful golf hole in the world?

The 7th hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links in California is often regarded as the most beautiful golf hole

in the world due to its stunning ocean views and challenging par-3 layout.

Which golf course features the iconic 'Postage Stamp' hole?

The Royal Troon Golf Club in Scotland features the famous 8th hole known as the 'Postage Stamp,'

renowned for its small green and breathtaking seaside scenery.

Why is the 12th hole at Augusta National Golf Club famous for its

beauty?

The 12th hole at Augusta National, known as 'Golden Bell,' is famous for its beauty because of its

picturesque setting with a narrow green guarded by Rae's Creek and beautiful azaleas surrounding the

area.

Are there any beautiful golf holes located in Asia?

Yes, the 13th hole at Black Mountain Golf Club in Thailand is celebrated for its dramatic mountain

backdrop and lush landscaping, making it one of Asia's most beautiful golf holes.



What makes the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass so visually striking?

The 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass, known as the 'Island Green,' is visually striking because it features a

small green completely surrounded by water, creating a unique and picturesque challenge for golfers.

Which golf hole is famous for its cliffside views and ocean backdrop?

The 18th hole at Cape Kidnappers Golf Course in New Zealand is famous for its dramatic cliffside

views and ocean backdrop, offering golfers one of the most breathtaking finishes in the world.

Additional Resources

1. The World's Most Beautiful Golf Holes

This book showcases a curated selection of the most stunning golf holes across the globe, featuring

detailed photography and insightful descriptions. It explores the unique landscapes and design

elements that make each hole a visual masterpiece. Golf enthusiasts will appreciate the blend of

natural beauty and architectural brilliance.

2. Golf's Greatest Holes: The Art of the Course

Focusing on the artistry behind golf course design, this book highlights some of the most beautiful and

challenging holes worldwide. It includes interviews with renowned golf course architects and

professional players, offering a deeper understanding of what elevates a golf hole to greatness. The

vivid imagery captures the essence of each location.

3. Paradise Found: Iconic Golf Holes Around the World

This book takes readers on a journey to the world’s most breathtaking golf holes set in exotic and

picturesque locations. From coastal cliffs to mountain ridges, it celebrates the harmony between nature

and golf. Detailed maps and player tips provide practical insights for those planning to visit these

destinations.

4. Masterpieces of Golf: The Most Beautiful Holes Ever Played



Highlighting iconic holes from legendary golf courses, this volume combines historical context with

stunning visuals. It examines how these holes have influenced the game and why they remain

favorites among players and fans alike. The book serves as both a coffee table piece and a tribute to

golf history.

5. Scenic Strokes: Golf Holes in Pictures

A visually driven book, it captures the essence of golf’s most picturesque holes through high-resolution

photography. Each image is accompanied by concise descriptions that explain the design and natural

elements that contribute to the hole’s beauty. Perfect for readers who appreciate golf as much as

landscape art.

6. Golf Landscapes: The World’s Most Beautiful Courses and Holes

This comprehensive guide explores the interplay between golf course architecture and the natural

environment. It features holes that are celebrated for their aesthetic appeal, challenging layouts, and

environmental integration. The book also discusses sustainable design practices that preserve the

beauty of these courses.

7. Hole by Hole: A Visual Tour of Golf's Stunning Landscapes

Offering a hole-by-hole photographic journey, this book presents some of the most visually impressive

golf holes worldwide. It combines player experiences, design notes, and breathtaking images to

immerse readers in the game’s scenic side. Ideal for golfers and travelers alike.

8. The Beauty of Golf: Celebrating Nature’s Finest Holes

This insightful book emphasizes the natural beauty found in golf course design, showcasing holes that

blend seamlessly into their surroundings. It discusses how top designers use terrain, vegetation, and

water features to create memorable playing experiences. The narrative is enriched with stories from

players who have conquered these landscapes.

9. Golf’s Hidden Gems: Exploring the Most Beautiful and Underrated Holes

Focusing on lesser-known courses and holes, this book uncovers hidden treasures in the golf world. It

highlights the beauty and uniqueness of these spots, often overlooked by mainstream golf tourism.



Readers will find inspiration to explore new destinations and appreciate diverse landscapes.
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