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mortal error the shot that killed jfk a ballistics experts astonishing discovery of fatal
bullet oswald did not fire bonar menninger reveals a groundbreaking reevaluation of one of the
most pivotal moments in American history. This article delves into the findings of Bonar Menninger, a
renowned ballistics expert whose meticulous analysis challenges the official narrative of the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Menninger's discovery centers on the fatal bullet and its
trajectory, suggesting that Lee Harvey Oswald was not responsible for firing the shot that killed JFK.
By examining forensic evidence, ballistics data, and historical context, this investigation sheds new
light on the complexities surrounding the event. Readers will explore Menninger’s innovative
methods, the implications of his findings, and how they contrast with previous conclusions. This
comprehensive overview not only revisits the assassination but also emphasizes the importance of
forensic science in uncovering historical truths. The following sections provide an in-depth
examination of Menninger’s astonishing discovery and its impact on JFK assassination research.

Bonar Menninger: A Ballistics Expert’s Profile
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Bonar Menninger: A Ballistics Expert’s Profile
Bonar Menninger is a distinguished ballistics expert known for his rigorous scientific approach and
expertise in forensic firearms analysis. With decades of experience in law enforcement and forensic
investigation, Menninger has contributed to numerous high-profile cases involving firearm-related
incidents. His proficiency in bullet trajectory reconstruction and weapon identification has earned him
recognition in the forensic community. Menninger’s methodical use of advanced technologies and
analytical techniques allowed him to revisit the JFK assassination evidence with fresh eyes. His unique
perspective and dedication to uncovering the truth underpin the astonishing discovery that
challenges long-held beliefs about the fatal bullet and Lee Harvey Oswald’s role.



The Official Narrative of the JFK Assassination
The assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas, has been the
subject of extensive investigation and debate. The Warren Commission, established to investigate the
assassination, concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone, firing three shots from the Texas
School Book Depository. According to official findings, the fatal bullet that struck JFK was fired by
Oswald using a Mannlicher-Carcano rifle. This narrative has shaped public understanding and legal
discourse for decades. However, various inconsistencies and unanswered questions have prompted
independent experts like Bonar Menninger to re-examine the ballistic evidence. Understanding the
official account is crucial for appreciating the significance of Menninger’s findings.

Key Elements of the Warren Commission Report
The Warren Commission’s report is foundational to the official story of the JFK assassination. Its key
elements include:

Identification of Lee Harvey Oswald as the sole shooter.

Three shots fired from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository.

The fatal bullet trajectory passing through President Kennedy and Governor John Connally.

The use of a 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano rifle as the murder weapon.

Conclusion that there was no conspiracy involved in the assassination.

The Fatal Bullet: Evidence and Analysis
The fatal bullet, often referred to as the "magic bullet," has been a contentious piece of evidence in
the JFK assassination case. Official records describe it as a single bullet that caused multiple wounds
to President Kennedy and Governor Connally, leading to significant debate regarding its trajectory
and impact. Forensic analysis of the bullet and related wounds has been complex due to the condition
of the bullet and the nature of the injuries. Ballistics experts rely on detailed examination of bullet
fragments, wound patterns, and firearm characteristics to reconstruct the event accurately.

Challenges in Ballistic Reconstruction
Reconstructing the fatal shot involves numerous challenges:

Fragmentation and deformation of the bullet upon impact.1.

Multiple wounds to different victims suggesting a complex trajectory.2.

Limitations in photographic and medical documentation from 1963.3.



Conflicting eyewitness accounts and timing of the shots.4.

Technological limitations of ballistic testing methods available during the initial investigation.5.

Menninger’s Astonishing Discovery
Bonar Menninger’s reanalysis of ballistic evidence led to an astonishing discovery: the fatal bullet that
killed JFK was not fired by Lee Harvey Oswald. Utilizing modern ballistics techniques, including
advanced trajectory modeling and material testing, Menninger identified discrepancies in the bullet’s
path and characteristics that contradict the official narrative. His findings suggest the possibility of a
second shooter or an alternate source of the fatal shot, fundamentally challenging the conclusion that
Oswald acted alone.

Methodology Behind the Discovery
Menninger employed a multifaceted approach to arrive at his conclusions:

Detailed microscopic examination of bullet fragments.

Reconstruction of bullet trajectories using 3D modeling software.

Comparison of ballistic markings with known characteristics of the Oswald rifle.

Evaluation of wound ballistics in collaboration with medical experts.

Cross-referencing eyewitness testimonies with scientific data.

Implications of the New Findings
The implications of Bonar Menninger’s discovery are profound for both historical scholarship and
forensic science. If the fatal bullet was not fired by Oswald, the foundation of the official account
collapses, reopening debates about possible conspiracies and alternative scenarios. This revelation
invites renewed scrutiny of evidence and encourages the application of contemporary forensic
methods to unresolved historical cases. Additionally, Menninger’s work underscores the evolving
nature of ballistics science and its critical role in justice and historical accuracy.

Potential Impact on JFK Assassination Research
Menninger’s findings have the potential to:

Prompt re-investigation by government and independent bodies.



Stimulate further forensic and historical research into the assassination.

Influence public perception and academic discourse regarding the case.

Highlight the need for integrating advanced forensic technologies in historical investigations.

Encourage transparency and reexamination of classified or overlooked evidence.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding the
Discovery
Despite the significance of Menninger’s discovery, it has been met with skepticism and controversy.
Critics question the reinterpretation of long-established evidence and caution against revisionist
conclusions without overwhelming corroboration. Some argue that Menninger’s findings may be
influenced by selective analysis or that the complexity of the assassination scenario leaves room for
multiple interpretations. Nonetheless, the debate sparked by this discovery highlights the challenges
in reconciling forensic evidence with historical narratives.

Common Criticisms Addressed
Key criticisms and responses include:

Criticism: The analysis relies too heavily on modern technology unavailable during the original
investigation.

Response: Advances in forensic science provide more accurate and reliable data, essential for
revisiting historical cases.

Criticism: The findings contradict established eyewitness accounts.

Response: Eyewitness testimony can be unreliable; scientific evidence often provides a more
objective basis for conclusions.

Criticism: The discovery fuels conspiracy theories without conclusive proof.

Response: Scientific inquiry aims to clarify, not speculate; Menninger’s work is grounded in
empirical evidence.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main claim of Bonar Menninger in 'Mortal Error:
The Shot That Killed JFK' about the fatal bullet?
Bonar Menninger asserts that the fatal bullet that killed JFK was not fired by Lee Harvey Oswald,
challenging the official account of the assassination.

How does Bonar Menninger describe the role of ballistics
experts in his book?
Menninger highlights the astonishing discoveries made by ballistics experts that question the origin of
the fatal bullet, suggesting possible errors in the original investigation.

What new evidence does 'Mortal Error' present regarding the
JFK assassination?
The book presents ballistics analysis and expert testimony indicating that the fatal shot was likely
fired from a different location than the Texas School Book Depository, implying Oswald was not the
shooter.

Does 'Mortal Error' support or refute the official Warren
Commission findings?
The book refutes the Warren Commission's findings by providing alternative ballistics evidence that
contradicts the conclusion that Oswald fired the fatal shot.

What impact has 'Mortal Error' had on public perception of the
JFK assassination?
It has contributed to ongoing debates and skepticism about the official narrative, encouraging readers
to reconsider the evidence and possibility of a cover-up.

Who is Bonar Menninger, and what qualifies him to discuss
ballistics in the JFK case?
Bonar Menninger is an author and researcher who collaborated with ballistics experts to analyze the
JFK assassination evidence, bringing technical expertise and investigative insight to the case.

What specific ballistics discovery does Menninger describe as
'astonishing' in the book?
The discovery that the fatal bullet's trajectory and characteristics did not match those expected if
fired by Oswald’s rifle, suggesting a different shooter or origin.

How does 'Mortal Error' address the possibility of multiple



shooters in the JFK assassination?
The book implies that the ballistic evidence supports the theory of multiple shooters, challenging the
lone gunman theory upheld by official investigations.

Where can readers find 'Mortal Error: The Shot That Killed JFK'
by Bonar Menninger?
The book is available through major booksellers, online retailers, and libraries, and can also be found
in digital formats on various e-book platforms.

Additional Resources
1. Mortal Error: The Shot That Killed JFK – A Ballistics Expert's Astonishing Discovery That Oswald Did
Not Fire by Bonar Menninger
This groundbreaking book challenges the official narrative of the JFK assassination. Bonar Menninger,
a ballistics expert, presents compelling forensic evidence suggesting that the fatal bullet was not fired
by Lee Harvey Oswald. The book delves deep into ballistic analysis and re-examines the Zapruder film
to support its controversial conclusions. It has sparked significant debate among historians and
researchers of the assassination.

2. Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassination of JFK by Gerald Posner
Gerald Posner offers a thorough investigation into the JFK assassination and strongly supports the
conclusion that Oswald acted alone. The book compiles extensive evidence, including eyewitness
accounts, forensic data, and Oswald's background. It serves as a counterpoint to conspiracy theories
and has been praised for its detailed research and clarity.

3. Reclaiming History: The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy by Vincent Bugliosi
This exhaustive volume details the events surrounding JFK's assassination and refutes many
conspiracy theories. Bugliosi, a renowned prosecutor, utilizes a meticulous approach to analyze all
available evidence. The book is considered one of the most comprehensive and authoritative
accounts on the subject.

4. JFK and the Unspeakable: Why He Died and Why It Matters by James W. Douglass
Douglass explores the political and spiritual dimensions of JFK's assassination, suggesting a broader
conspiracy involving government agencies. The book examines JFK's presidency, his policies, and the
reasons why powerful forces might have wanted him dead. It combines historical research with
philosophical reflections.

5. Six Seconds in Dallas: A Micro-Study of the Kennedy Assassination by Josiah Thompson
A detailed forensic study focusing on the timeline of the assassination and the trajectory of bullets
fired. Thompson investigates the evidence critically and questions the official single-bullet theory. The
book is renowned for its precise analysis and has been influential in assassination research circles.

6. The Killing of a President: The Complete Photographic Record of the JFK Assassination, the
Conspiracy, and the Cover-Up by Robert J. Groden and Harrison Edward Livingstone
This photo-rich book provides visual documentation of the assassination and the subsequent
investigation. It presents images that challenge the official story and highlight inconsistencies in the
Warren Commission report. The authors argue for a deeper investigation based on photographic



evidence.

7. Crossfire: The Plot That Killed Kennedy by Jim Marrs
Marrs explores multiple conspiracy theories surrounding JFK's assassination, including involvement by
the CIA, organized crime, and other powerful groups. The book compiles a wide range of evidence and
testimonies that question the lone gunman theory. It remains a popular read for those interested in
alternative perspectives.

8. The JFK Assassination Deception: The Truth Behind the Bush Connection by Mark Lane
Mark Lane delves into government secrecy and alleged cover-ups related to the assassination. The
book examines connections between political figures and intelligence agencies that might have
influenced the investigation. Lane's work is a critical look at official narratives and the quest for truth.

9. Last Second in Dallas: The Zapruder Film and the Shocking Truth About the JFK Assassination by
Josiah Thompson
This book offers an in-depth analysis of the famous Zapruder film, breaking down the frames to
uncover new insights into the assassination. Thompson argues that the film contradicts the official
account of Oswald's lone gunman status. It is a key resource for researchers interested in visual
evidence of the event.
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