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mormon tabernacle choir come come ye saints is a revered musical rendition that
embodies the spirit and history of the Latter-day Saint movement. This iconic hymn,
performed by the world-famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir, resonates with themes of faith,
perseverance, and community. The choir’s powerful and harmonious interpretation has
brought “Come, Come, Ye Saints” to audiences worldwide, enhancing its significance in
religious and cultural contexts. This article explores the origins of the hymn, the role of the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir in popularizing it, and the musical and lyrical elements that make
it a timeless piece. Additionally, insights into the choir’s history and their broader
contributions to sacred music will be discussed. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of why “Come, Come, Ye Saints” remains a beloved anthem within and
beyond the Latter-day Saint community.
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Origins and History of "Come, Come, Ye Saints"

"Come, Come, Ye Saints" is a hymn deeply rooted in the history of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church). Composed in the mid-19th century, the hymn
reflects the trials and determination of early Mormon pioneers as they journeyed westward
to Utah. Written by William Clayton in 1846 during the Mormon pioneer migration, the
song’s original lyrics were intended to encourage and uplift members facing hardship and
uncertainty.

Historical Context of the Hymn

The hymn was created amidst the Mormon exodus from Nauvoo, Illinois, after the death of
church founder Joseph Smith. The pioneers endured severe weather, scarcity of resources,
and opposition as they traveled thousands of miles. "Come, Come, Ye Saints" served as a



beacon of hope and solidarity, encouraging faith and resilience. Its message of
perseverance and trust in divine guidance has made it an enduring symbol of the pioneer
spirit.

Evolution of the Lyrics and Usage

Since its composition, the hymn has undergone minor lyrical adaptations to suit various
hymnals and musical arrangements. It has been included in official LDS hymnbooks and
performed at church events, funerals, and commemorations. The hymn’s widespread use
underscores its importance within the religious traditions of the LDS community and
beyond.

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir: An Overview

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir, now officially known as The Tabernacle Choir at Temple
Square, is one of the most renowned choral groups in the world. Established in the 19th
century, the choir has played a significant role in promoting sacred music and representing
the LDS Church globally. With a membership of over 300 vocalists, the choir is known for its
rich sound, precision, and extensive repertoire.

History and Formation

The choir was founded in 1847, shortly after the Mormon pioneers settled in the Salt Lake
Valley. It began as a small group of local singers and gradually grew into a large,
professional ensemble recognized internationally. The choir’s longevity and dedication to
musical excellence have made it an important cultural institution.

Role and Mission

The choir’s mission centers on uplifting audiences through inspirational music that reflects
faith, hope, and unity. Performances include sacred hymns, classical works, and patriotic
songs, often accompanied by the renowned Tabernacle organ. The choir’s broadcasts,
recordings, and tours have expanded its influence far beyond the LDS community.

The Choir's Interpretation of "Come, Come, Ye
Saints"

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s rendition of "Come, Come, Ye Saints" is noted for its



emotional depth and musical sophistication. Their interpretation highlights the hymn’s
themes of courage and faith, bringing fresh vitality to a historic piece. The choir’s
arrangement often features harmonious layering and dynamic contrasts that enhance the
listener’s experience.

Vocal Arrangement and Style

The choir utilizes a full SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) arrangement that allows for rich
harmonies and powerful crescendos. The vocal blend is meticulously balanced to evoke
both solemnity and hope, capturing the hymn’s dual nature of mourning and celebration.
Soloists or smaller ensembles sometimes perform select verses to add intimacy before the
full choir joins in.

Instrumental Accompaniment

Typically accompanied by the Tabernacle organ, the instrumental arrangement supports
the choir with majestic and resonant tones. The organ’s vast range and tonal variety
complement the hymn’s mood shifts, underscoring the lyrics’ emotional weight.
Occasionally, orchestral arrangements are used for special performances, adding further
depth and color.

Musical and Lyrical Elements of the Hymn

"Come, Come, Ye Saints" combines simple yet profound lyrics with a memorable melody
that has captivated generations. The hymn’s structure and composition reflect its purpose
as both a spiritual anthem and a commemorative song.

Lyrics Analysis

The lyrics emphasize themes of endurance, faith in God’s plan, and the promise of eventual
rest and joy. Phrases such as “Come, come, ye saints, no toil nor labor fear” directly
address the hardships faced by the pioneers while encouraging steadfastness. The
repetitive chorus reinforces a communal call to unity and perseverance.

Musical Composition

The hymn is set in a major key, which conveys optimism and hope. Its moderate tempo
allows for clear enunciation of the words and emotional expression. The melody is both
accessible and dignified, making it suitable for congregational singing as well as



professional choral performance.

Major key tonality for uplifting mood

Moderate tempo to balance reflection and encouragement

Simple melodic lines for easy memorization

Repetitive chorus to foster unity

Cultural and Religious Significance

"Come, Come, Ye Saints" holds a special place within Mormon culture and religious
practice. Beyond its historical origins, the hymn continues to inspire faith and community
identity. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s performances have played a pivotal role in sharing
this significance with broader audiences.

Role in LDS Worship and Events

The hymn is regularly sung at church meetings, pioneer commemorations, and significant
LDS celebrations such as Pioneer Day. It serves both as a reminder of past sacrifices and as
a spiritual encouragement for present-day members. The song’s lyrics resonate with the
collective memory and aspirations of the LDS community.

Broader Cultural Impact

Through the Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s international reach, “Come, Come, Ye Saints” has
gained recognition beyond the LDS Church. It is appreciated for its musical beauty and
historical narrative, often performed at interfaith events and concerts. The hymn’s message
of hope and resilience has universal appeal, contributing to its lasting legacy.

The Impact of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir on
Sacred Music

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir has significantly influenced the landscape of sacred music,
both within and outside the Latter-day Saint tradition. Their performances of "Come, Come,
Ye Saints" exemplify their broader contribution to the genre.



Preservation and Promotion of Hymns

The choir has preserved classic hymns by performing and recording them with exceptional
quality. Their renditions often become definitive versions that set standards for future
performances. By including “Come, Come, Ye Saints” in their repertoire, they ensure the
hymn’s continued relevance and accessibility.

Innovation in Sacred Music Presentation

While honoring tradition, the choir also embraces innovative arrangements and
collaborations that enhance sacred music’s appeal. Their use of advanced sound
technology and diverse musical styles broadens the audience for hymns like "Come, Come,
Ye Saints." This balance of reverence and creativity sustains the vitality of sacred music
worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's rendition of
'Come, Come, Ye Saints' known for?
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir's rendition of 'Come, Come, Ye Saints' is known for its
powerful and uplifting harmony, reflecting the pioneers' faith and perseverance during their
journey to Utah.

When was 'Come, Come, Ye Saints' first performed by
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir?
'Come, Come, Ye Saints' has been a staple in the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's repertoire for
many decades, often performed at church events and pioneer commemorations, though
exact first performance dates vary.

What is the historical significance of 'Come, Come, Ye
Saints' to the Mormon community?
'Come, Come, Ye Saints' is a cherished hymn among Latter-day Saints, symbolizing the
pioneer spirit and faith during their westward migration, and the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir's performances help preserve and honor this heritage.

Where can I listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's
version of 'Come, Come, Ye Saints'?
You can listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's version of 'Come, Come, Ye Saints' on their
official website, YouTube channel, streaming services like Spotify, and on various album



releases.

Has the Mormon Tabernacle Choir recorded 'Come,
Come, Ye Saints' in any special albums or collections?
Yes, the Mormon Tabernacle Choir has included 'Come, Come, Ye Saints' in several albums
dedicated to pioneer hymns, Christmas collections, and general Latter-day Saint hymn
compilations.

How does the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's performance
of 'Come, Come, Ye Saints' enhance the hymn's
message?
The choir's rich vocal arrangements and orchestral accompaniment enhance the hymn's
message of hope, faith, and endurance, creating an emotionally moving experience that
resonates deeply with listeners.

Additional Resources
1. Come, Come, Ye Saints: The Story of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
This book explores the rich history and legacy of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, focusing on
their iconic performance of "Come, Come, Ye Saints." It delves into the origins of the choir,
their musical evolution, and their role in promoting Latter-day Saint culture worldwide.
Readers gain insight into how this hymn became a symbol of faith and perseverance for
members of the church.

2. The Voices of Zion: A History of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
A comprehensive history of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, this book highlights major
milestones, including their rendition of "Come, Come, Ye Saints." It covers the choir’s
formation, notable leaders, and their impact on religious and secular music scenes. The
narrative also includes personal stories from choir members and the significance of their
performances.

3. Come, Come, Ye Saints: Hymns and Heritage of the Latter-day Saints
Focusing on the beloved hymn "Come, Come, Ye Saints," this book examines its origins,
lyrics, and importance within the Mormon faith. It connects the hymn to the broader
heritage of Latter-day Saint music, including the role of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in
popularizing it. The book also discusses how the hymn inspires faith and community among
church members.

4. Singing Faith: The Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Its Musical Journey
This book traces the musical journey of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, with special
attention to their performances of "Come, Come, Ye Saints." It offers insights into the
choir’s artistic direction, repertoire choices, and contributions to religious music. Readers
will find an exploration of how music strengthens spiritual identity within the LDS
community.

5. Come, Come, Ye Saints: Pioneer Stories and Songs



Blending history and music, this book tells the stories of Mormon pioneers alongside the
hymn "Come, Come, Ye Saints." It illustrates how the song served as a source of comfort
and hope during their trials. The book includes historical contexts and reflections on how
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir brings these pioneer stories to life through song.

6. Echoes of Faith: The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s Legacy
Highlighting the enduring legacy of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, this book discusses their
signature pieces, including "Come, Come, Ye Saints." It examines the choir’s role in
religious outreach and cultural exchange. The book also features interviews with directors
and members who share the spiritual impact of performing such meaningful hymns.

7. The Sound of Saints: Music and Mission of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
This title focuses on the dual mission of the choir as musicians and ambassadors of faith. It
explores how "Come, Come, Ye Saints" embodies the choir’s purpose and resonates with
audiences worldwide. The book offers a behind-the-scenes look at rehearsals, tours, and the
choir’s commitment to uplifting listeners.

8. Come, Come, Ye Saints: A Musical Tribute to Mormon Pioneers
Dedicated to the hymn "Come, Come, Ye Saints," this book pays tribute to the Mormon
pioneers through music. It discusses the song’s composition, historical significance, and its
adoption by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Readers will appreciate the connection between
music and pioneer heritage celebrated in this volume.

9. Harmony in Faith: The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s Celebration of Come, Come, Ye Saints
This book celebrates the Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s iconic rendition of "Come, Come, Ye
Saints," emphasizing its spiritual and cultural importance. It explores how the choir’s
harmonies bring new life to the hymn and inspire both members and non-members. The
volume includes essays, musical analysis, and reflections on faith through song.
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