MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA

MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA IS A SIGNIFICANT RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY, PRIMARILY AIMED AT PROMOTING THE IDENTITY, HERITAGE, AND RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGH THE
LENS OF MOORISH HISTORY AND ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES. FOUNDED BY NOBLE DREW ALI, THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA
BLENDS ELEMENTS OF ISLAM, SPIRITUALITY, AND PAN-AFRICAN NATIONALISM TO FOSTER A SENSE OF PRIDE AND UNITY AMONG
ITS MEMBERS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, BELIEFS, PRACTICES, AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF THE MOORISH
SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA. |T PROVIDES A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT, DOCTRINES, AND CULTURAL
IMPACT, HIGHLIGHTING HOW IT HAS INFLUENCED AFRICAN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. READERS WILL GAIN
INSIGHT INTO THE TEMPLE’S ROLE IN SHAPING IDENTITY, LAW, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN
POPULATIONS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DELVE INTO THE FOUNDING HISTORY, THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS,
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, AND LEGACY OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA, OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF THIS INFLUENTIAL INSTITUTION.
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HisTorY oF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA

THe MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA WAS ESTABLISHED IN 19 13 BY NoBLE DREw ALI, BORN TIMOTHY DREW, WHO
SOUGHT TO UPLIFT AFRICAN AMERICANS BY RECONNECTING THEM WITH THEIR PERCEIVED MOORISH HERITAGE. THE
ORGANIZATION EMERGED DURING A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT RACIAL TENSION AND SOCIAL UPHEAVAL IN THE UNITED STATES,
WHERE AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED SYSTEMIC DISCRIMINATION AND MARGINALIZATION. NOBLE DREW ALI’S TEACHINGS AIMED TO
RESTORE DIGNITY AND IDENTITY BY ASSERTING THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE DESCENDANTS OF THE MOORS, AN ANCIENT
NORTH AFRICAN CIVILIZATION KNOWN FOR ITS RICH CULTURE AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVILIZATION.

FoOUNDING AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT

NoBLE DREw ALI FOUNDED THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA IN NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, INITIALLY NAMING IT THE
CANAANITE TEMPLE. HE INTRODUCED A RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE THAT COMBINED ISLAMIC THEOLOGY, ESOTERIC TRADITIONS, AND A
UNIQUE INTERPRETATION OF AMERICAN HISTORY. THE TEACHINGS WERE ENCAPSULATED IN HIS KEY TEXT, THE “HoLY KORAN OF
THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA,” WHICH DIFFERED FROM THE TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC QURAN BUT INCORPORATED
ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY AND SYMBOLISM. THE ORGANIZATION QUICKLY GAINED FOLLOWERS WHO WERE DRAWN TO ITS MESSAGE
OF EMPOWERMENT AND SPIRITUAL REDEMPTION.

ExPANSION AND CHALLENGES

THRouGHOUT THE 1920s anD 1930s, THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA EXPANDED ACROSS VARIOUS URBAN
CENTERS IN THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, THE GROUP FACED CHALLENGES INCLUDING OPPOSITION FROM MAINSTREAM
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES, LEGAL DISPUTES, AND INTERNAL LEADERSHIP CONFLICTS. DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, THE TEMPLE
MAINTAINED A DEDICATED MEMBERSHIP BASE THAT CONTINUED TO PROMOTE THE TEACHINGS OF NOBLE DREW ALI AND ADVOCATE
FOR THE RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.



CoRE BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA’S DOCTRINE IS A UNIQUE BLEND OF RELIGIOUS, HISTORICAL, AND CULTURAL
ELEMENTS DESIGNED TO INSTILL A STRONG SENSE OF IDENTITY AMONG ITS ADHERENTS. THE TEMPLE’S TEACHINGS EMPHASIZE THE
MOORISH ORIGIN OF AFRICAN AMERICANS AND PROMOTE ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES ADAPTED TO THE AMERICAN CONTEXT. CENTRAL
TO ITS BELIEF SYSTEM IS THE ASSERTION THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE NOT MERELY DESCENDANTS OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE BUT
BELONG TO A NOBLE AND ANCIENT LINEAGE.

RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY

THE TEMPLE TEACHES A VERSION OF ISLAM THAT INCORPORATES MOORISH IDENTITY AND ESOTERIC KNOWLEDGE. MEMBERS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO STUDY THE “HoLY KORAN OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA,” WHICH OUTLINES MORAL
CONDUCT, SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE, AND NATIONAL PRIDE. | HE RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY CALLS FOR ADHERENCE TO ISLAMIC RITUALS,
INCLUDING PRAYER AND FASTING, WHILE ALSO EMPHASIZING SELF-KNOWLEDGE AND HISTORICAL AW ARENESS.

IDENTITY AND NATIONALITY

A DISTINCTIVE ASPECT OF THE TEMPLE’S TEACHINGS IS THE BELIEF IN MOORISH NATIONALITY AS A FORM OF SPIRITUAL AND
POLITICAL SELF-IDENTIFICATION. MEMBERS OFTEN ADOPT MOORISH SURNAMES AND CLAIM MOORISH AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP,
WHICH IS VIEWED AS A REJECTION OF THE IMPOSED RACIAL IDENTITIES AND LEGAL LIMITATIONS FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS.
THIS NATIONALISTIC PERSPECTIVE IS INTENDED TO FOSTER UNITY AND EMPOWER MEMBERS TO ASSERT THEIR RIGHTS WITHIN
AMERICAN SOCIETY.

ETHICAL AND SocIAL PRINCIPLES

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE PROMOTES PRINCIPLES OF PEACE, JUSTICE, AND EQUALITY. MEMBERS ARE TAUGHT TO RESPECT
THE LAWS OF THE LAND WHILE ALSO ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL REFORM AND RACIAL UPLIFT. THE TEMPLE ENCOURAGES
EDUCATION, SELF-RELIANCE, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE AS MEANS TO IMPROVE THE CONDITIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND MEMBERSHIP

THE MoORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA OPERATES AS A RELIGIOUS AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION, WITH A DEFINED
HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE AND A SET OF RITUALS THAT BIND MEMBERS TOGETHER. | TS ORGANIZATIONAL SETUP FACILITATES THE
DISSEMINATION OF TEACHINGS AND THE COORDINATION OF COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES ACROSS DIFFERENT CHAPTERS.

LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE

THE TEMPLE IS GOVERNED BY NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEADERS WHO OVERSEE THE SPIRITUAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS
OF THE ORGANIZATION. HISTORICALLY, THE POSITION OF SUPREME GRAND SHEIK HAS BEEN THE HIGHEST LEADERSHIP ROLE,
RESPONSIBLE FOR GUIDING DOCTRINE AND MANAGING TEMPLE AFFAIRS. LOCAL TEMPLES, OR LODGES, OPERATE UNDER THE
AUTHORITY OF REGIONAL COMMANDERS, FACILITATING GRASSROOTS INVOLVEMENT.

MEMBERSHIP AND INITIATION

MEMBERSHIP IN THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA IS OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS WHO IDENTIFY WITH ITS TEACHINGS AND
VALUES. PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS UNDERGO AN INITIATION PROCESS THAT INCLUDES INSTRUCTION IN THE TEMPLE’S DOCTRINES,
ADOPTION OF MOORISH IDENTITY, AND PARTICIPATION IN CEREMONIAL RITES. MEMBERS OFTEN RECEIVE MOORISH NAMES AND
AFFIRM THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE TEMPLE’S PRINCIPLES.



RITUALS AND SYMBOLS

THE ORGANIZATION EMPLOYS A VARIETY OF RITUALS, SYMBOLS, AND REGALIA TO REINFORCE ITS SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL
IDENTITY. THESE INCLUDE DISTINCTIVE EMBLEMS, COLORS, AND CEREMONIAL PRACTICES THAT REFLECT THE TEMPLE’S MOORISH
HERITAGE AND |SLAMIC INFLUENCE. RITUALS SERVE BOTH TO EDUCATE MEMBERS AND TO PROMOTE UNITY WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY.

CULTURAL AND SocIAL IMPACT

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA HAS HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE, RELIGION, AND
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. |TS EMPHASIS ON IDENTITY, SPIRITUALITY, AND EMPOWERMENT HAS INFLUENCED VARIOUS GROUPS AND
CONTRIBUTED TO THE BROADER DISCOURSE ON RACE AND RELIGION IN THE UNITED STATES.

INFLUENCE ON AFRICAN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

THE TEMPLE’S SYNTHESIS OF ISLAM AND AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY PAVED THE WAY FOR LATER RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS,
INCLUDING THE NATION OF ISLAM AND OTHER |SLAMIC ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN BLACK COMMUNITIES. |T CHALLENGED PREVAILING
NARRATIVES ABOUT RACE AND RELIGION BY ASSERTING A PROUD, ANCIENT LINEAGE AND OFFERING AN ALTERNATIVE SPIRITUAL
FRAME\W ORK.

RoLE IN CiviL RIGHTS AND SocCIAL JUSTICE

MEMBERS OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE HAVE HISTORICALLY ENGAGED IN EFFORTS TO COMBAT RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND
PROMOTE CIVIL RIGHTS. THE ORGANIZATION’S TEACHINGS ENCOURAGED SELF-DETERMINATION AND LEGAL AW ARENESS, INSPIRING
ACTIVISM AIMED AT ACHIEVING SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY.

ConNTRrRIBUTIONS TO CULTURAL IDENTITY

THE TEMPLE FOSTERED A SENSE OF CULTURAL PRIDE AND HISTORICAL CONSCIOUSNESS AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS. THROUGH
ITS TEACHINGS, CEREMONIES, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES, IT HELPED PRESERVE AND PROMOTE A DISTINCT MOORISH AMERICAN
IDENTITY THAT CONTINUES TO RESONATE IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS.

CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE AND LEGACY

TODAY, THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA REMAINS ACTIVE, MAINTAINING ITS MISSION OF SPIRITUAL UPLIFT AND
CULTURAL AFFIRMATION. |T CONTINUES TO ATTRACT MEMBERS WHO SEEK TO CONNECT WITH THEIR HERITAGE AND ENGAGE IN
COMMUNITY BUILDING.

MoDerN-DAY ACTIVITIES

CONTEMPORARY TEMPLES CONDUCT RELIGIOUS SERVICES, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH INITIATIVES.
THEY EMPHASIZE MORAL DEVELOPMENT, HISTORICAL EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AS KEY COMPONENTS OF THEIR
ACTIVITIES.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS

THE ORGANIZATION FACES CHALLENGES RELATED TO LEGAL RECOGNITION, DOCTRINAL DISPUTES, AND PUBLIC PERCEPTION. SoMEe
CRITICS QUESTION THE HISTORICAL ACCURACY OF THE TEMPLE’S TEACHINGS, WHILE OTHERS EXPRESS CONCERNS ABOUT ITS



LEGAL AND NATIONAL IDENTITY CLAIMS. NONETHELESS, THE TEMPLE PERSISTS AS A UNIQUE RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL ENTITY.

ENDURING LEGACY

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA’S LEGACY IS EVIDENT IN ITS CONTRIBUTION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS
INNOVATION AND CULTURAL EMPOWERMENT. |T REMAINS A SYMBOL OF RESISTANCE AGAINST RACIAL OPPRESSION AND A
TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF SPIRITUAL AND HISTORICAL SELF-DEFINITION.

SUMMARY OF KEy CONTRIBUTIONS

® PROMOTION OF MOORISH IDENTITY AND AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE

INTEGRATION OF ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES WITH AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUALITY

® |NFLUENCE ON SUBSEQUENT RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
e ADVOCACY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND COMMUNITY UPLIFT

e PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL PRIDE AND HISTORICAL AW ARENESS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA?P

THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA IS A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION FOUNDED IN 1913 BY NosLE DrRew ALL IT
COMBINES ELEMENTS OF ISLAM, MYSTICISM, AND AFRICAN-AMERICAN IDENTITY, PROMOTING THE IDEA THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS
ARE DESCENDANTS OF THE MOORS AND ENCOURAGING PRIDE IN THEIR HERIT AGE.

\¥/HO FOUNDED THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA AND WHEN?

THE MoORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA WAS FOUNDED BY NOBLE DREW ALIIN 19 13 IN NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

\WHAT ARE THE CORE BELIEFS OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA?

THE CORE BELIEFS INCLUDE THE IDEA THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE DESCENDANTS OF THE MOORS, THE PRACTICE OF A UNIQUE
FORM OF ISLAM CALLED MOORISH SCIENCE, THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-IDENTITY AND SELF-EMPOWERMENT, AND ADHERENCE TO
THE TEACHINGS IN THE HoLY KORAN OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE.

How DoEs THE MooRrISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA INFLUENCE AFRICAN AMERICAN
CULTURE?

THE MoORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA HAS INFLUENCED AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE BY PROMOTING RACIAL PRIDE,
SPIRITUAL IDENTITY, AND SELF-DETERMINATION. |T HAS INSPIRED OTHER MOVEMENTS THAT EMPHASIZE HERITAGE AND CULTURAL
AW ARENESS AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS.

Is THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA RECOGNIZED AS A MAINSTREAM ISLAMIC



ORGANIZATION?

No, THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA IS NOT CONSIDERED A MAINSTREAM |SLAMIC ORGANIZATION. W/HILE IT
INCORPORATES ISLAMIC ELEMENTS, ITS TEACHINGS AND PRACTICES DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM ORTHODOX ISLAM, AND IT IS
OFTEN VIEWED AS A DISTINCT RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL MOVEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE MoorisH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA: AN INTRODUCTION TO ITS HISTORY AND TEACHINGS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE ORIGINS, BELIEFS, AND PRACTICES OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE
OF AMERICA. |T EXPLORES THE MOVEMENT’'S FOUNDING BY NOBLE DREW ALI IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY AND ITS IMPACT ON
AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY AND RELIGIOUS THOUGHT. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE TEMPLE’S UNIQUE BLEND OF ISLAM,
MYSTICISM, AND AFRICAN HERITAGE.

2. NosLE DrRew ALi AND THE MoORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

FOCUSING ON THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF NOBLE DREW ALI, THIS BOOK TRACES HIS JOURNEY FROM HIS EARLY YEARS TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE. |T DETAILS THE SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTEXT OF THE TIME AND HOW THE
TEMPLE SERVED AS A VEHICLE FOR EMPOWERMENT AND SELF-DEFINITION AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE NARRATIVE ALSO
EXAMINES ALI’S TEACHINGS AND THEIR CONTINUED INFLUENCE.

3. SYMBOLS AND SCRIPTURES OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE

THIS WORK DELVES INTO THE SACRED TEXTS, SYMBOLS, AND RITUALS ASSOCIATED WITH THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE OF
AMERICA. |T EXPLAINS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE “CIRCLE SEVEN KORAN,” THE TEMPLE’S HOLY BOOK, AND THE MEANINGS BEHIND
VARIOUS EMBLEMS USED BY ADHERENTS. THE BOOK SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL
SYMBOLS CENTRAL TO THE MOVEMENT.

4. MoorisH IDENTITY AND THE QQUEST FOR FREEDOM

EXPLORING THEMES OF IDENTITY, NATIONALITY, AND LIBERATION, THIS BOOK ANALYZES HOW THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE
PROMOTES A DISTINCT SENSE OF MOORISH AMERICAN IDENTITY. |T DISCUSSES THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS
OF CLAIMING MOORISH HERITAGE AND THE TEMPLE’S ROLE IN FOSTERING PRIDE AND RESISTANCE AGAINST RACIAL OPPRESSION.
THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE AND CHALLENGES.

5. THe MoorisH SCIENCE TEMPLE AND AFRICAN AMERICAN [SLAM

THIS SCHOLARLY WORK SITUATES THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
[SLAMIC MOVEMENTS. |T COMPARES AND CONTRASTS THE TEMPLE’S TEACHINGS WITH OTHER ISLAMIC TRADITIONS IN THE UNITED
STATES, HIGHLIGHTING ITS UNIQUE DOCTRINAL ELEMENTS AND COMMUNITY DYNAMICS. THE BOOK OFFERS ACADEMIC INSIGHTS
INTO RELIGION, RACE, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY.

6. From MoorisH Science To NATIONHOOD: THE EVOLUTION OF A MOVEMENT

CHRONICLING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE FROM ITS INCEPTION TO MODERN TIMES, THIS BOOK EXAMINES
HOW THE MOVEMENT HAS EVOLVED POLITICALLY, SOCIALLY, AND RELIGIOUSLY. |IT COVERS KEY EVENTS, LEADERSHIP CHANGES,
AND THE EXPANSION OF MOORISH IDENTITY CLAIMS. THE NARRATIVE UNDERSCORES THE T EMPLE’S ONGOING INFLUENCE IN
AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL AND POLITICAL SPHERES.

7. THe CircLE SEVEN KORAN: TEACHINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS

DEDICATED TO THE STUDY OF THE CIRCLE SEVEN KORAN, THIS BOOK OFFERS DETAILED COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS OF THE
TEXT’S TEACHINGS. |T PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR ITS CREATION AND EXPLORES ITS THEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL CONTENT.
READERS INTERESTED IN THE DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE WILL FIND THIS WORK INVALUABLE.

8. MoorisH ScieNcE TEMPLE OF AMERICA: LEGAL AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES THE LEGAL BATTLES AND SOCIAL CONTROVERSIES ENCOUNTERED BY THE MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE
THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY. |T DISCUSSES ISSUES RELATED TO CITIZENSHIP, IDENTITY CLAIMS, AND INTERACTIONS WITH
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES. THE ANALYSIS SHEDS LIGHT ON THE COMPLEXITIES FACED BY THE MOVEMENT IN ASSERTING ITS
RIGHTS AND LEGITIMACY.

9. CoNTEMPORARY MooRISH SCIENCE TEMPLE COMMUNITIES: PRACTICES AND PERSPECTIVES
FOCUSING ON PRESENT-DAY MOORISH SCIENCE TEMPLE COMMUNITIES, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE MOVEMENT’S TEACHINGS
ARE PRACTICED AND ADAPTED IN MODERN CONTEXTS. |T INCLUDES INTERVIEWS, ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES, AND REFLECTIONS ON



THE TEMPLE’S ROLE IN CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS LIFE. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE DIVERSITY AND RESILIENCE
OF MOORISH IDENTITY TODAY.
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