
monty python flying circus box set

monty python flying circus box set represents an essential collection for fans and
collectors of one of the most influential British comedy television series. This
comprehensive box set brings together the complete episodes of Monty Python’s Flying
Circus, offering an unparalleled viewing experience of the groundbreaking sketches and
surreal humor synonymous with the Monty Python troupe. Known for its innovative style,
social satire, and timeless comedy, the box set preserves the cultural impact of the series
while providing high-quality remastered content. It appeals not only to long-time admirers
but also to new audiences seeking to explore the roots of modern sketch comedy. This
article delves into the features, contents, and significance of the monty python flying circus
box set, along with details about its production quality, extras, and availability. The
following sections will guide readers through the comprehensive offerings and benefits of
owning this iconic collection.
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Contents and Features of the Box Set

Quality and Restoration

Special Extras and Bonus Materials

Availability and Purchasing Options

Overview of the Monty Python Flying Circus Box
Set

The monty python flying circus box set is a definitive compilation of the entire Monty
Python’s Flying Circus television series, originally aired between 1969 and 1974. This box
set consolidates all four seasons, capturing the essence of the group’s unique brand of
humor that mixes absurdity, satire, and clever wordplay. The series itself redefined sketch
comedy, influencing countless comedians and writers worldwide. The box set is designed to
be a comprehensive archive, preserving the original episodes in a format suitable for
modern viewing platforms.

Historical Significance of Monty Python’s Flying Circus

Monty Python’s Flying Circus broke new ground with its unconventional sketch structure
and irreverent comedic style. The group consisted of six members: Graham Chapman, John
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones, and Michael Palin. Their work has been



celebrated for pushing comedic boundaries and has since become a cornerstone of British
television comedy. The box set serves as a tribute to their legacy, allowing new generations
to experience the show’s impact firsthand.

Importance of the Complete Collection

Prior to the release of the box set, fans often had to rely on partial collections or individual
season releases. This comprehensive edition ensures that every episode, including rare and
lesser-known sketches, is available in one package. It offers collectors and enthusiasts a
convenient and exhaustive resource to enjoy and study the complete series, preserving the
integrity and continuity of the show.

Contents and Features of the Box Set

The monty python flying circus box set is designed to provide a thorough viewing
experience, featuring all episodes across multiple discs. The collection includes all 45
episodes spread over four series, presented in their original broadcast order. Alongside the
episodes, the set often includes additional materials that enhance the understanding and
appreciation of the show.

Episodes Included

The box set contains every episode from the original Monty Python’s Flying Circus run,
encompassing:

Series 1 (13 episodes)

Series 2 (13 episodes)

Series 3 (13 episodes)

Series 4 (6 episodes)

Each episode features the iconic sketches that have become part of comedy history, such
as “The Dead Parrot Sketch,” “The Ministry of Silly Walks,” and “The Lumberjack Song.”

Additional Features

Beyond the episodes, the box set may include:



Audio commentaries by cast members and creators

Behind-the-scenes documentaries

Deleted scenes and outtakes

Photo galleries and memorabilia reproductions

Original opening and closing credits in restored formats

Quality and Restoration

One of the key selling points of the monty python flying circus box set is the significant
effort put into restoring and remastering the original footage. The source materials have
been carefully cleaned and digitally enhanced to improve picture clarity and sound quality
while maintaining the authentic look and feel of the original broadcasts.

Video and Audio Enhancements

The remastering process involves correcting color degradation, reducing noise, and
stabilizing the image to ensure the episodes are suitable for contemporary viewing
standards. Audio tracks are remixed to minimize hiss and distortion, offering clearer
dialogue and sound effects. These improvements provide a more immersive and enjoyable
experience without compromising the show's vintage character.

Preservation of Original Content

Efforts have been made to retain original elements such as opening animations, original
credits, and the unique animation style of Terry Gilliam. This careful attention to detail
ensures that viewers receive a faithful representation of the series as it was originally
broadcast.

Special Extras and Bonus Materials

The monty python flying circus box set often includes a variety of bonus content that
enriches the overall package. These extras provide valuable context about the creation and
impact of the series, appealing to both casual viewers and devoted fans.



Documentaries and Interviews

Included documentaries cover the history of Monty Python, featuring interviews with
surviving members of the troupe, collaborators, and comedy historians. These insights shed
light on the creative process, challenges faced during production, and the cultural
significance of the show.

Audio Commentaries and Rare Footage

Many episodes come with optional audio commentaries where cast members discuss
behind-the-scenes anecdotes and production details. Additionally, rare footage such as
rehearsals, unaired sketches, and promotional appearances may be part of the special
features.

Collectible Packaging and Booklets

The box set packaging often includes detailed booklets or pamphlets containing episode
guides, trivia, and essays on Monty Python’s influence. Some editions feature collectible
artwork or reproductions of original scripts, enhancing the value for collectors.

Availability and Purchasing Options

The monty python flying circus box set is available through various retail outlets and online
platforms, catering to different formats and preferences. It is commonly offered in DVD and
Blu-ray editions, with some releases including digital download or streaming options.

Formats and Editions

Consumers can typically find the box set in:

Standard DVD collections with all episodes and extras

Blu-ray editions featuring higher resolution video and enhanced audio

Limited edition sets with exclusive packaging and bonus materials



Pricing and Availability

Prices for the monty python flying circus box set vary depending on format, edition, and
retailer. While some versions can be found at competitive prices, limited editions or out-of-
print collections may command higher values. Availability depends on geographical location
and distribution rights, but the set remains widely accessible through major retailers and
specialized online stores.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the Monty Python Flying Circus box
set?
The Monty Python Flying Circus box set typically includes all four series of the original
television show, sometimes accompanied by bonus features such as interviews,
documentaries, and additional sketches.

Is the Monty Python Flying Circus box set available on
Blu-ray?
Yes, Monty Python Flying Circus box sets are available on Blu-ray, offering improved video
and audio quality compared to earlier DVD releases.

Are there any special features in the Monty Python
Flying Circus box set?
Many editions of the Monty Python Flying Circus box set include special features like
behind-the-scenes footage, cast interviews, audio commentaries, and rare or previously
unreleased sketches.

Where can I buy the Monty Python Flying Circus box
set?
The Monty Python Flying Circus box set can be purchased from online retailers such as
Amazon, eBay, and other specialty DVD/Blu-ray stores, as well as some physical retail
outlets.

Is the Monty Python Flying Circus box set suitable for
children?
Monty Python Flying Circus is a comedy series known for its surreal and sometimes adult
humor, so it may not be suitable for young children.



Does the Monty Python Flying Circus box set include
the episode 'The Spanish Inquisition'?
Yes, the episode featuring 'The Spanish Inquisition' sketch is included in the Monty Python
Flying Circus box set, as it is one of the famous sketches from the series.

Are the Monty Python Flying Circus box sets region
locked?
Some Monty Python Flying Circus box sets are region locked depending on the release, so
it's important to check the region code compatibility with your DVD or Blu-ray player before
purchasing.

Has the Monty Python Flying Circus box set been
remastered?
Yes, several Monty Python Flying Circus box set releases have been remastered to improve
picture and sound quality, enhancing the viewing experience for fans.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Monty Python's Flying Circus: All the Words
This comprehensive script collection features every episode of the original Monty Python's
Flying Circus television series. It captures the sharp wit and surreal humor of the troupe,
including all sketches, dialogues, and musical numbers. Fans and newcomers alike can
enjoy the timeless comedy in written form, complete with footnotes and background
information on key sketches.

2. The Pythons' Autobiography by The Pythons
An insightful and often hilarious memoir written by the members of Monty Python
themselves. This book offers a behind-the-scenes look at the creation and legacy of Monty
Python's Flying Circus, along with personal anecdotes and reflections on their careers. It's a
must-read for anyone interested in the personalities behind the iconic comedy group.

3. The Monty Python Gift Boks
A quirky compilation of Monty Python-related material including sketches, humor pieces,
and rare photographs. This gift edition is designed for fans who want a unique collection of
Python memorabilia and offbeat comedy. It offers an eclectic mix of content that
complements the Flying Circus box set perfectly.

4. The Philosophy of Monty Python: Nudge Nudge, Think Think!
This book explores the philosophical themes and questions raised by Monty Python's
comedy. It delves into how the troupe used absurdity and satire to comment on society,
religion, and human nature. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation of the intellectual
underpinnings of the Flying Circus sketches.

5. Monty Python's Flying Circus: Complete and Annotated Scripts
An annotated edition of the Flying Circus scripts with detailed commentary and historical



context for each sketch. The book provides insights into the creative process and the
cultural references that shaped the series. It’s an invaluable resource for scholars and
dedicated fans alike.

6. The Meaning of Monty Python: The Unofficial Guide to the Funniest Show on Earth
An unofficial but thorough guide to the Monty Python's Flying Circus show, analyzing its
humor and legacy. This book breaks down the recurring characters, themes, and sketch
structures that made the series groundbreaking. It also includes fan stories and critical
reviews from the time of the show's original airing.

7. And Now for Something Completely Different: The Making of the Monty Python Film
A detailed account of the transition from television to film with the creation of Monty
Python’s first movie. The book covers the challenges and creative decisions involved in
adapting Flying Circus sketches for the big screen. Behind-the-scenes photos and
interviews with the Pythons enrich the narrative.

8. Monty Python’s Flying Circus: An Utterly Complete, Thoroughly Unillustrated, Absolutely
Unauthorized Guide to Possibly All the References
As the title suggests, this book serves as an exhaustive reference to the cultural and
historical allusions found throughout the Flying Circus series. It helps fans decode obscure
jokes and appreciate the layers of satire embedded in the comedy. This guide is perfect for
those who want to dive deeper into the show's rich content.

9. Monty Python Speaks!
A collection of interviews and commentary from the members of Monty Python, providing
insight into their creative perspectives. The book covers the making of Flying Circus, their
individual careers, and their thoughts on comedy and performance art. It’s an engaging
read for anyone interested in the minds behind the madness.
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