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The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is widely used in the humanities, particularly in the fields of
literature, philosophy, and cultural studies. The MLA style provides a consistent format for writing and
citing sources in academic papers. Whether you are a student, educator, or researcher, having a reliable MLA
cheat sheet can streamline your writing process, ensuring that your work is properly formatted and that your
sources are accurately cited. This article serves as a comprehensive guide to understanding the key elements of
MLA style, providing you with all the necessary information to create well-structured, correctly cited
papers.

Understanding MLA Format

MLA format involves specific guidelines related to the layout of your paper, in-text citations, and the works
cited page. The following sections will break down these components for easy reference.

General Formatting Guidelines

When preparing your document in MLA format, adhere to the following guidelines:

- Font: Use a readable font, such as Times New Roman, in size 12.
- Margins: Set 1-inch margins on all sides of the document.
- Line Spacing: Double-space the entire paper, including the works cited page.
- Paragraph Indentation: Indent the first line of each paragraph by half an inch.
- Page Numbers: Include your last name and page number in the upper right corner of each page, half an inch from
the top and flush with the right margin.
- Title: Center the title of your paper without any special formatting (bold, italics, etc.).

Title Page and Header

MLA does not require a title page; instead, include the following information in the upper left corner of the
first page:

1. Your Name
2. Your Instructor's Name
3. Course Name
4. Date (in Day Month Year format)

After this information, center the title of your paper. The first line of your paper should follow immediately
after the title.

Citing Sources in MLA Format

One of the most critical components of any research paper is citing sources. MLA style offers a
straightforward approach to in-text citations and creating a works cited page.



In-Text Citations

In-text citations are brief references within your text that direct readers to the full citation in your works
cited page. The basic format for in-text citations in MLA style includes the author's last name and the page
number from which the information is taken, formatted as follows:

- (Author's Last Name Page Number)

For example, if you were citing a quote from a book by John Smith on page 45, it would appear as:

- (Smith 45)

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, you need only include the page number:

- According to Smith, "quote" (45).

Works Cited Page

The works cited page is a comprehensive list of all sources referenced in your paper. This page should appear at
the end of your document, titled "Works Cited." Here are the formatting guidelines:

- The title "Works Cited" should be centered and not bolded or italicized.
- Entries must be double-spaced with a hanging indent (the first line of each entry is flush left, and subsequent
lines are indented by half an inch).
- List entries alphabetically by the author's last name.

Basic Entry Format

The general format for a book citation is:

- Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example:

- Smith, John. Understanding MLA Style. Academic Press, 2022.

Common Source Types

Here are the formats for some common source types:

1. Books:
- Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

2. Journal Articles:
- Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal, vol. number, no. number, Year, pages.

3. Websites:
- Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Website Name, Publisher (if applicable), Date of
Publication, URL.

4. Edited Books:
- Editor's Last Name, First Name, editor. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

5. Anthologies:



- Author's Last Name, First Name. “Title of Essay.” Title of Anthology, edited by Editor's Name, Publisher,
Year, pages.

MLA Style for Specific Media

Different types of media have their own citation formats in MLA style. Here are some examples based on the
medium:

Citing Films and Videos

- Title of Film. Directed by Director's Name, Production Company, Year of Release.

Example:

- Inception. Directed by Christopher Nolan, Warner Bros., 2010.

Citing Music Albums

- Artist's Name. Title of Album. Record Label, Year of Release.

Example:

- Adele. 25. XL Recordings, 2015.

Citing Social Media Posts

- Author's Last Name, First Name (Username). "Text of the post." Platform, Date of Post, Time of Post, URL.

Example:

- Doe, Jane (@janedoe). "Excited to share my latest project!" Twitter, 10 Mar. 2023, 2:00 p.m.,
twitter.com/janedoe/status/123456789.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When using MLA style, it's essential to avoid common pitfalls that can undermine your paper's credibility. Here
are some mistakes to watch out for:

1. Incorrect Formatting: Ensure that margins, fonts, and spacing adhere to MLA guidelines.
2. Inconsistent Citations: Maintain a consistent format throughout your works cited page and in-text
citations.
3. Neglecting to Cite Sources: Failing to cite sources or overusing quotes without attribution can lead to
plagiarism.
4. Improper Title Capitalization: Capitalize the first and last words of titles, as well as all major words
(nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and subordinating conjunctions).



Conclusion

An MLA cheat sheet serves as an invaluable tool for anyone involved in academic writing. By following the
guidelines outlined in this article, you can ensure that your papers are correctly formatted and that all
sources are properly cited. Familiarizing yourself with the intricacies of MLA style not only enhances the
professionalism of your work but also upholds academic integrity. Whether you are writing a research paper,
essay, or any other form of academic writing, keeping this cheat sheet handy will help you navigate the
complexities of MLA formatting with ease. Happy writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an MLA cheat sheet?

An MLA cheat sheet is a quick reference guide that provides essential formatting and citation rules for writing
in MLA (Modern Language Association) style, commonly used in humanities disciplines.

Why is it important to use an MLA cheat sheet when writing?

Using an MLA cheat sheet helps ensure that your writing adheres to the specific guidelines of MLA format,
which enhances the credibility of your work and helps avoid plagiarism.

What key elements are included in an MLA cheat sheet?

An MLA cheat sheet typically includes guidelines for in-text citations, works cited page formatting, title page
requirements, and general document formatting such as margins, font, and spacing.

Where can I find a reliable MLA cheat sheet?

Reliable MLA cheat sheets can be found on educational websites, university libraries, writing centers, and the
official MLA Handbook website.

How do I format a works cited page using an MLA cheat sheet?

To format a works cited page in MLA style, list all sources alphabetically by the author's last name, use a
hanging indent for each entry, and follow specific citation formats for different types of sources, as outlined
in the cheat sheet.

Can I use an MLA cheat sheet for online sources?

Yes, an MLA cheat sheet provides guidelines for citing online sources, including websites, online articles, and
digital media, ensuring that you follow the proper format for each type.
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