
mita definition ap world history
Mita definition ap world history refers to the labor system that was a cornerstone of the Inca
Empire's economy and social structure. This system was instrumental in the development of large-
scale agricultural projects, mining operations, and public works throughout the empire.
Understanding the mita system is crucial for AP World History students as it sheds light on the
complexities of pre-Columbian societies and their economic practices. In this article, we will explore
the definition of mita, its historical context, its impact on Inca society, and its significance in the
broader scope of world history.

Understanding Mita

The term "mita" originates from the Quechua language, which was spoken by the Inca people. The
concept can be understood as a form of labor draft or rotational labor system. Under the mita
system, communities were required to provide a certain number of laborers for public projects and
agricultural work on a rotating basis. This system was not only a means of sustaining the empire's
infrastructure but also played a significant role in the social fabric of Inca society.

The Historical Context of Mita

To fully grasp the significance of the mita system, it is essential to consider the historical context in
which it developed:

1. The Rise of the Inca Empire: The Inca Empire, which flourished from the early 15th century until
the Spanish conquest in the 16th century, was one of the largest empires in pre-Columbian America.
Its territories spanned modern-day Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, and parts of Chile and Argentina.

2. Agricultural Innovation: The Incas were skilled agriculturalists who developed advanced farming
techniques, including terracing and irrigation. These innovations allowed them to cultivate crops in
the harsh Andean environment, leading to surplus production.

3. Public Works Projects: The empire undertook massive public works projects, including the
construction of roads, bridges, and temples. The mita system was vital in mobilizing labor for these
projects, ensuring that the empire could maintain and expand its infrastructure.

The Structure of the Mita System

The mita system was characterized by several key features that defined its operation and impact on
society:



1. Labor Contribution

- Mandatory Participation: All able-bodied men in the Inca Empire were subject to the mita system.
They were required to contribute their labor for a specified period, typically around two to three
months per year.
- Community Organization: The labor contributions were organized by local communities, known as
ayllus, which were kinship-based groups that formed the backbone of Inca society.

2. Types of Labor

The labor required under the mita system could be categorized into several types:

- Agricultural Work: This included tasks such as planting, harvesting, and maintaining crops,
particularly staples like potatoes and maize.
- Mining Operations: The Incas exploited rich mineral resources, particularly silver and gold. Mita
laborers were often sent to work in dangerous mines, such as those at Potosí.
- Construction Projects: Mita labor was also directed towards building and maintaining
infrastructure, including roads and temples, which were essential for the administration and
cohesion of the empire.

3. Compensation and Benefits

While the mita system required compulsory labor, it also provided certain benefits to the laborers
and their communities:

- Subsistence Support: Communities received support in the form of food and supplies for the
laborers during their service, helping to sustain their families.
- Redistribution of Resources: The surplus produced through mita labor was often redistributed to
support the community, particularly during times of famine or hardship.

The Impact of Mita on Inca Society

The mita system had profound effects on the Inca society, both positive and negative:

1. Economic Development

- Increased Productivity: The mita system allowed the Incas to maximize labor output, leading to
increased agricultural production and wealth accumulation.
- Resource Management: By organizing labor for mining and construction, the Incas were able to
manage their resources effectively, contributing to the empire's longevity.



2. Social Structure and Stratification

- Social Hierarchy: The mita system reinforced existing social hierarchies, with local leaders and
nobility often benefiting more than common laborers.
- Community Bonds: While it created a system of obligation, it also fostered community cooperation
and solidarity, as families worked together to fulfill their labor requirements.

3. Consequences of Spanish Colonization

The mita system underwent significant changes following the Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire:

- Exploitation and Abuse: The Spanish colonizers adapted the mita system for their purposes, often
imposing far harsher labor conditions on indigenous people, particularly in the mining sector.
- Decline of Indigenous Population: The brutal working conditions and the introduction of European
diseases led to a dramatic decline in the indigenous population, altering the demographic landscape
of the region.

Significance of Mita in World History

The mita system is significant not only in the context of the Inca Empire but also in the broader
narrative of world history. Its implications extend beyond the Andes and provide insights into labor
systems, colonial exploitation, and indigenous resistance.

1. Labor Systems Across Cultures

The mita system can be compared to other labor systems throughout history, such as:

- Corvée Labor in Ancient Egypt: Similar to mita, corvée labor required peasants to work on state
projects for a limited time.
- Encomienda System in Colonial Latin America: Like mita, this system involved the forced labor of
indigenous people by Spanish colonizers, highlighting patterns of exploitation.

2. Indigenous Resistance and Adaptation

The evolution of the mita system under Spanish rule reflects broader themes of resistance and
adaptation among indigenous populations. The ways in which communities negotiated their labor
obligations and resisted exploitation have become key topics of study in understanding post-colonial
societies.



Conclusion

In summary, the mita definition ap world history encompasses a complex labor system that was
fundamental to the economic and social structures of the Inca Empire. By analyzing the mita system,
students of AP World History gain insights into the intricacies of indigenous societies, the impact of
colonialism, and the legacy of labor systems throughout history. Understanding mita not only
enriches our knowledge of the Inca Empire but also prompts critical reflections on the broader
themes of labor, exploitation, and cultural resilience in the face of change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'mita' in the context of AP World
History?
'Mita' refers to a labor system used by the Inca Empire where communities were required to provide
a certain number of laborers for public works projects, such as road construction and agricultural
production.

How did the mita system impact Inca society?
The mita system allowed the Inca Empire to mobilize a large workforce for infrastructure
development, but it also placed heavy burdens on peasant communities, leading to labor exploitation
and social disruption.

In what ways did the Spanish adapt the mita system during
colonial rule?
The Spanish adapted the mita system for their own purposes by requiring indigenous people to work
in mines, particularly for silver extraction, often under harsh conditions that led to high mortality
rates.

What were the long-term effects of the mita system on
indigenous populations in South America?
The long-term effects included demographic decline due to overwork and disease, social dislocation
as communities were forced to comply with colonial demands, and lasting economic inequalities.

How does the concept of mita relate to other labor systems in
AP World History?
Mita can be compared to other labor systems like the encomienda and hacienda systems in Spanish
America, as they all involved forced labor and exploitation of indigenous populations for colonial
benefit.



What role did the mita system play in the economic structure
of the Inca Empire?
The mita system was crucial for the economic structure of the Inca Empire as it ensured a steady
supply of labor for agriculture and construction, facilitating the empire's expansion and maintenance
of infrastructure.
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