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Miss Universe owner history is a fascinating journey that reflects the evolution of beauty pageants and

the changing landscape of global entertainment. Since its inception in 1952, the Miss Universe

organization has undergone multiple ownership changes, each bringing its unique vision and approach

to the prestigious beauty competition. This article delves into the history of Miss Universe ownership,

exploring key figures, significant transformations, and the implications of these changes on the pageant

itself.

The Birth of Miss Universe

The Miss Universe pageant was founded in 1952 by Pacific Knitting Mills, a California-based company.

The initial event was organized as a way to promote the company’s swimwear line. The first Miss

Universe pageant was held in Long Beach, California, and won by Armi Kuusela from Finland.

Early Years and Original Ownership

- 1952-1960: The Miss Universe competition was owned and operated by Pacific Knitting Mills. During

these early years, the pageant gained popularity, attracting contestants from various countries and

establishing a reputation for glamour and elegance.

- 1960: The ownership was transferred to the newly formed Miss Universe, Inc., which was a

subsidiary of the same company. This change marked the beginning of a new era for the pageant,

focusing more on international representation.



The Transition to International Ownership

In 1965, the Miss Universe organization was sold to a group of investors led by the well-known

entertainment producer, Ernest J. "Ernie" Novak. This shift in ownership introduced a new level of

professionalism and marketing to the pageant.

Significant Ownership Changes in the 1980s and 1990s

- 1980s: The Miss Universe pageant was acquired by Donald Trump, who purchased the rights to the

pageant in 1996. Under Trump's ownership, the Miss Universe brand expanded significantly. He

introduced a series of changes aimed at modernizing the competition, including increased media

exposure and partnerships with major television networks.

- 1990s: During Trump’s tenure, the pageant saw a resurgence in popularity and increased viewership.

The 1996 pageant, held in Las Vegas, was particularly notable for its lavish production and high-profile

celebrity appearances.

The Miss Universe Organization and NBC Partnership

In 2002, the Miss Universe Organization (MUO) was formed, which included Miss USA, Miss Teen

USA, and Miss Universe. The partnership with NBC began, establishing a long-term relationship that

would change the way the pageant was televised.

Ownership Under IMG

- 2015: Donald Trump sold the Miss Universe Organization to WME/IMG, a global leader in sports,



events, and talent management. This acquisition brought in fresh strategies and global marketing

expertise, leading to significant changes in the pageant format.

- Innovations Introduced: Under IMG’s leadership, the Miss Universe pageant embraced social media

and digital platforms. It began to engage with audiences in new ways, allowing fans to vote for

contestants and participate in the competition through various online channels.

Current Ownership and Recent Developments

In 2020, the Miss Universe Organization was acquired by JKN Global Media, a Thai media company

led by Anne Jakrajutatip. This marked a historic moment as Jakrajutatip became the first female owner

of the Miss Universe pageant.

Impact of JKN Global Media Ownership

- Cultural Sensitivity: Jakrajutatip emphasized the importance of inclusivity and cultural sensitivity,

aiming to reflect the diverse backgrounds of contestants from around the world.

- Increased Accessibility: Under her leadership, the Miss Universe pageant expanded its digital

footprint and adopted a more modern approach to the competition, focusing on empowering women

and promoting global issues.

Key Milestones in Miss Universe Ownership History

To summarize the ownership transitions and their impacts, here are some key milestones:

1. 1952: Creation of Miss Universe by Pacific Knitting Mills.



2. 1960: Formation of Miss Universe, Inc. as a subsidiary.

3. 1965: Ownership transition to Ernest J. Novak and investors.

4. 1996: Donald Trump purchases the pageant, enhancing media visibility.

5. 2002: Partnership established with NBC, increasing television presence.

6. 2015: Acquisition by WME/IMG, introducing modern marketing strategies.

7. 2020: JKN Global Media, led by Anne Jakrajutatip, becomes the first female owner.

The Future of Miss Universe

As the Miss Universe organization continues to evolve under JKN Global Media, the future seems

bright. The pageant is poised to embrace a more inclusive and diverse representation of beauty, which

resonates with the changing perspectives of audiences around the globe.

Anticipated Changes and Trends

- Diversity and Inclusion: Expect a stronger focus on diversity in contestants and judges, highlighting

women from various backgrounds and cultures.

- Social Issues: The pageant is likely to take a more active role in addressing social issues such as

gender equality, mental health awareness, and environmental sustainability.

- Digital Engagement: Continued emphasis on social media and digital platforms will enhance viewer

participation and interaction, making the pageant more accessible to a global audience.

Conclusion

The Miss Universe owner history is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of the pageant over



the decades. From its humble beginnings to its current status as a globally recognized brand, the

journey of ownership reflects broader societal changes and advances in media. As the Miss Universe

organization moves forward, it remains committed to celebrating beauty, empowerment, and cultural

diversity, ensuring its relevance in a rapidly changing world. Through its evolving ownership, the

pageant continues to inspire women and entertain audiences worldwide, solidifying its position in the

realm of global entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded the Miss Universe pageant?

The Miss Universe pageant was founded by Donald Trump and television producer Eric Morley in

1952.

What organization currently owns the Miss Universe pageant?

As of October 2023, the Miss Universe Organization is owned by JKN Global Group, a Thai media

company, which acquired it in October 2022.

What was the original purpose of the Miss Universe pageant?

The original purpose of the Miss Universe pageant was to showcase the beauty and talent of young

women from around the world and to promote international goodwill.

How has ownership of the Miss Universe pageant changed over the

years?

Ownership of the Miss Universe pageant has changed several times, with notable ownerships by

Donald Trump from 1996 to 2015 and IMG, which bought it in 2015 before selling it to JKN Global

Group in 2022.



What impact did Donald Trump's ownership have on the Miss Universe

pageant?

Donald Trump's ownership brought significant media attention and controversy, particularly due to his

political career and public statements, leading to both increased visibility and criticism of the pageant.

Who is the current president of the Miss Universe Organization?

As of October 2023, the current president of the Miss Universe Organization is Paula Shugart, who

has held the position since 1997.

What is the significance of the Miss Universe pageant in popular

culture?

The Miss Universe pageant holds significant cultural importance as one of the most prestigious beauty

contests globally, influencing fashion, beauty standards, and women's empowerment initiatives.

What changes were implemented by the new owners of the Miss

Universe pageant?

Under the new ownership by JKN Global Group, there have been efforts to modernize the pageant,

including a focus on diverse representation and the inclusion of new formats for competition.

How does the Miss Universe pageant contribute to charitable causes?

The Miss Universe pageant supports various charitable initiatives through its contestants and

titleholders, focusing on issues such as education, health, and women's rights.
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