
miss pettigrew lives for a day
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is a charming romantic comedy that offers a delightful
glimpse into the lives of its characters, set against the backdrop of 1930s London. Adapted
from Winifred Watson's 1938 novel of the same name, the film presents a blend of humor,
romance, and a strong female lead, making it a captivating watch. This article will explore
the film's plot, themes, characters, and its significance in the context of cinematic history.

Plot Overview

The story revolves around Guinevere Pettigrew, a down-on-her-luck governess played by
Frances McDormand. After being unfairly dismissed from her previous position, Miss
Pettigrew finds herself navigating the harsh realities of unemployment in a world that has
little sympathy for women in her situation. The film kicks off when she seizes an
opportunity to work for a glamorous actress, Delysia Lafosse, portrayed by Amy Adams.

The Unexpected Turn of Events

Miss Pettigrew's life takes a dramatic turn when she is thrust into the whirlwind of
Delysia's glamorous yet chaotic world. The actress is entangled in a love triangle involving
a wealthy businessman and a struggling musician, leading to a series of comical and
heartfelt moments. As Miss Pettigrew becomes more involved in Delysia's life, she not only
discovers her own strength but also begins to experience the joys and complexities of love.

Main Characters

The film boasts a diverse and well-crafted cast of characters, each contributing to the
narrative in meaningful ways. Here are the key players:

1. Miss Guinevere Pettigrew (Frances McDormand)
- The protagonist of the story, Miss Pettigrew is a determined and resourceful woman who
seeks to reclaim her life amidst adversity. Her character is portrayed with a blend of
vulnerability and strength, making her relatable and inspiring.

2. Delysia Lafosse (Amy Adams)
- The glamorous actress who becomes Miss Pettigrew's charge. Delysia is vibrant and
charming but often finds herself in precarious situations due to her indecisiveness in
matters of the heart.

3. Philippa (Shirley Henderson)
- Delysia's friend and confidante, Philippa provides comic relief and serves as a foil to
Delysia's character. She offers a perspective on the fleeting nature of fame and love.



4. Michael (Lee Pace)
- The struggling musician who captures Delysia's heart. His character embodies the
artistic spirit of the era, showcasing the struggles of a creative individual in pursuit of
success.

5. Mr. Joe Blomfield (Ciarán Hinds)
- A wealthy businessman who has his sights set on Delysia. His character represents the
allure of wealth and stability but also the compromises that come with it.

Character Development

Throughout the film, the characters undergo significant growth, particularly Miss
Pettigrew and Delysia.

- Miss Pettigrew's Transformation
- Initially portrayed as a downtrodden governess, Miss Pettigrew evolves into a woman of
agency and determination. Her experiences throughout the day allow her to rediscover
her self-worth and assertiveness.

- Delysia's Struggle with Identity
- Delysia grapples with her own identity as an actress in a male-dominated industry. Her
journey highlights the pressures of societal expectations and the challenges women faced
during the 1930s.

Themes

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day delves into several themes that resonate with audiences,
making it more than just a lighthearted romantic comedy.

Empowerment and Independence

One of the overarching themes is the empowerment of women. Miss Pettigrew's journey is
emblematic of the struggles women faced in seeking independence and self-fulfillment
during a time when societal norms often confined them to traditional roles. Her character
challenges these norms, showing that women can be resourceful and find their own paths.

Love and Relationships

The film explores various facets of love, from the superficial to the profound. Delysia's
relationships serve as a reflection of the choices women make in their pursuit of
happiness. The romantic entanglements present the idea that true love often requires
personal sacrifice and honesty.



Class and Social Status

Set in a time of economic disparity, the film highlights the class distinctions of the era. The
juxtaposition of Miss Pettigrew's humble background with Delysia's glamorous lifestyle
serves to illustrate the complexity of human relationships across social strata. This theme
is poignantly depicted through the interactions between the characters, emphasizing that
love can transcend social barriers.

Cinematic Techniques

The film employs various cinematic techniques that enhance its storytelling and visual
appeal.

Production Design

The production design of Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is a feast for the eyes, capturing
the essence of 1930s London. The costumes, set designs, and overall aesthetic contribute
to the film's enchanting atmosphere.

- Period-Appropriate Costumes
- The costumes reflect the fashion of the time, showcasing the elegance and style of the
era. Delysia's outfits, in particular, highlight her status as a glamorous actress.

- Color Palette
- The use of vibrant colors contrasts with the drabness of Miss Pettigrew's earlier life,
symbolizing her transformation and the colorful world she steps into.

Cinematography

The cinematography beautifully captures the energy of the narrative. The camera work
complements the film's pacing, alternating between intimate close-ups of the characters'
emotional states and broader shots that establish the lively atmosphere of 1930s London.

Reception and Impact

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day received generally positive reviews from critics and
audiences alike.

- Critical Acclaim
- Critics praised the film for its witty screenplay, engaging performances, and the
chemistry between McDormand and Adams. The film's exploration of female
empowerment was particularly noted as a significant aspect of its narrative.



- Cultural Significance
- The film serves as a reminder of the progress made in women's rights and the ongoing
struggles for equality. Its release in 2008 coincided with a renewed interest in films that
center around strong female leads, contributing to the conversation about representation
in cinema.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is more than just a delightful romantic
comedy; it is a celebration of resilience, empowerment, and the complexities of love and
relationships. With its well-drawn characters, engaging plot, and beautiful
cinematography, the film resonates with audiences across generations. It stands as a
testament to the enduring spirit of women, encouraging viewers to embrace their own
journeys with courage and determination. Whether you are drawn in by the romantic
elements, the historical context, or the inspiring character arcs, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a
Day is a film that leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a
Day'?
The film follows Miss Guinevere Pettigrew, a down-on-her-luck governess who
unexpectedly finds herself in the glamorous world of a young actress, leading to a
whirlwind day filled with romance, adventure, and self-discovery.

Who are the main characters in 'Miss Pettigrew Lives
for a Day'?
The main characters include Miss Guinevere Pettigrew, played by Frances McDormand,
and Delysia Lafosse, played by Amy Adams. Other notable characters include Miss
Pettigrew's love interests and various socialites in the film.

What themes are explored in 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a
Day'?
The film explores themes of class disparity, the pursuit of happiness, the empowerment of
women, and the contrast between a mundane life and a life filled with glamour and
excitement.

How does 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day' reflect the
societal norms of its time?
Set in the late 1930s, the film reflects societal norms such as gender roles, the importance



of social status, and the expectations placed on women, while also challenging these
norms through Miss Pettigrew's character arc.

What is the significance of the title 'Miss Pettigrew
Lives for a Day'?
The title signifies the idea that Miss Pettigrew experiences a transformative day that
rejuvenates her spirit and outlook on life, emphasizing the notion that even a single day
can change one's life dramatically.

How was 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day' received by
critics and audiences?
The film received generally positive reviews, praised for its charming performances,
particularly by Frances McDormand and Amy Adams, as well as its delightful blend of
comedy and drama, appealing to both critics and audiences alike.
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