
military surplus sportsman guide

Military surplus sportsman guide is an invaluable resource for outdoor
enthusiasts, survivalists, and military history buffs alike. The world of
military surplus offers a plethora of equipment and gear that is not only
functional but also often available at a fraction of the price of typical
outdoor gear. This guide aims to provide insights into the world of military
surplus, helping sportsmen navigate through the vast array of options
available, understand the benefits, and learn how to select the right gear
for their needs.

Understanding Military Surplus

Military surplus refers to the equipment, clothing, and supplies that are no
longer needed by military organizations. This can include anything from boots
and jackets to tents and cooking gear. These items are often sold to the
public through various channels, including surplus stores, online
marketplaces, and auctions.

Types of Military Surplus Gear

There are several categories of military surplus that sportsmen can explore:

1. Clothing and Uniforms
- Tactical jackets
- Combat pants
- Boots
- Cold weather gear

2. Camping and Survival Gear
- Tents and sleeping bags
- Canteens and mess kits
- Survival tools (like knives, compasses, and first aid kits)

3. Outdoor Equipment
- Bivvy bags and tarps
- Blankets and ponchos
- Rucksacks and backpacks

4. Fitness and Training Equipment
- Weighted vests
- Resistance bands
- Fitness mats

5. Specialty Items
- Night vision gear
- Binoculars and scopes
- Communication devices



The Benefits of Choosing Military Surplus Gear

Purchasing military surplus gear comes with a host of advantages, especially
for sportsmen looking for durable and affordable options.

Cost-Effectiveness

One of the most appealing aspects of military surplus is the price. Many
surplus items are sold at a significantly reduced cost compared to new,
commercial outdoor gear. This affordability allows sportsmen to equip
themselves with high-quality gear without breaking the bank.

Durability and Quality

Military gear is designed to withstand rigorous conditions and heavy use. The
materials and construction techniques used in military surplus items often
exceed the quality of typical commercial outdoor gear, providing sportsmen
with reliable and long-lasting equipment.

Variety and Availability

The sheer variety of military surplus gear available is another major
benefit. Whether you're looking for specific items like a tactical vest or
general camping supplies, the odds are good that you’ll find what you need in
surplus stores or online. Additionally, because military surplus items are
constantly being updated, there’s always something new to discover.

How to Choose the Right Military Surplus Gear

While the options may seem overwhelming, selecting the right military surplus
gear can be made easier by following a few key steps:

Assess Your Needs

Before diving into the world of military surplus, take some time to assess
what you actually need. Consider the following:

- Type of Activity: Are you hiking, camping, or engaging in survival
training?
- Weather Conditions: Will you need cold weather gear, waterproof items, or
breathable fabrics?
- Duration: Are you going on a day trip or a week-long expedition?

Research the Gear



Once you’ve identified your needs, research the specific items you’re
interested in. Look for:

- Reviews and Ratings: Check online reviews from other users to see how well
the gear performs in real-world situations.
- Specifications: Pay attention to size, weight, and material to ensure it
meets your requirements.

Inspect Before You Buy

If you are buying in person, always inspect the gear for signs of wear and
tear. For online purchases, ensure that the seller has a good return policy
in case the item doesn’t meet your expectations. Key things to look for
include:

- Stitching and seams: Look for any fraying or loose threads.
- Zippers and fastenings: Make sure they operate smoothly without any
obstructions.
- Overall condition: Check for any obvious damage or excessive wear.

Know the Sizing

Military surplus sizes can differ from standard civilian sizes. Always check
the sizing charts provided by the seller and, if possible, try items on
before purchasing.

Where to Find Military Surplus Gear

There are several places where sportsmen can find military surplus items,
each with its own pros and cons.

Local Surplus Stores

Local military surplus stores can be a treasure trove of gear. Shopping in
person allows you to inspect items closely and often provides the opportunity
to negotiate prices.

Online Retailers

Many online retailers specialize in military surplus. Some well-known sites
include:

- GovPlanet
- Army Surplus World
- Sportsman's Guide
- eBay

Online shopping provides the convenience of browsing a wider selection from



home.

Auctions and Estate Sales

Military auctions and estate sales can offer unique finds and rare items.
These venues may require some time and patience, but the potential for
discovering high-quality gear at a bargain price makes it worthwhile.

Maintaining Military Surplus Gear

To ensure that your military surplus gear lasts as long as possible, proper
maintenance is essential.

Cleaning and Care

- Clothing: Follow washing instructions carefully. Many military items are
machine washable but may require air drying instead of using a dryer.
- Equipment: Clean all gear after use, especially items like tents and
sleeping bags that can harbor moisture and dirt.

Storage Tips

- Store items in a cool, dry place to prevent mold and mildew.
- Use airtight containers for items that might be sensitive to moisture.
- Keep gear organized to easily access it when needed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the military surplus sportsman guide provides a comprehensive
overview of the benefits, selection process, and maintenance of military
surplus gear. With a wealth of options available, sportsmen can find high-
quality, durable equipment at affordable prices. By understanding their needs
and doing thorough research, outdoor enthusiasts can make informed decisions
that enhance their outdoor experiences. Remember to inspect items carefully
and care for your gear properly to ensure it serves you well for many
adventures to come. Whether you’re a seasoned survivalist or just starting in
the great outdoors, military surplus gear can be a fantastic addition to your
toolkit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Military Surplus Sportsman Guide?

Military Surplus Sportsman Guide is a retailer that specializes in selling
military surplus gear and equipment, outdoor supplies, and sporting goods,



catering to outdoor enthusiasts, hunters, and military collectors.

What types of products can I find at Military Surplus
Sportsman Guide?

You can find a wide range of products including military clothing, tactical
gear, camping supplies, survival equipment, hunting accessories, and outdoor
recreational gear.

Are the products sold at Military Surplus Sportsman
Guide new or used?

The products can be both new and used, with a significant portion being
authentic military surplus items that have been previously used by armed
forces.

Is Military Surplus Sportsman Guide a good place to
buy camping gear?

Yes, Military Surplus Sportsman Guide offers a variety of camping gear, often
at competitive prices, including tents, sleeping bags, and cooking equipment.

How can I determine the quality of used military
surplus items?

Military Surplus Sportsman Guide typically provides detailed descriptions and
ratings for used items, including photos and information about their
condition to help customers make informed purchases.

Does Military Surplus Sportsman Guide offer shipping
services?

Yes, they offer shipping services for orders, and details about shipping
options and costs can usually be found on their website.

Can I return items purchased from Military Surplus
Sportsman Guide?

Yes, they typically have a return policy that allows customers to return
items within a specified period, provided they are in original condition.
It's best to check their website for specific return guidelines.

Are there any discounts or deals available at
Military Surplus Sportsman Guide?

Yes, Military Surplus Sportsman Guide often has sales, promotions, and
discounts available, especially during holidays or special events. Signing up
for their newsletter may provide additional savings.

How can I contact Military Surplus Sportsman Guide



for customer service?

You can contact Military Surplus Sportsman Guide through their customer
service phone number, email, or by using the contact form available on their
website.
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