
michigan physical therapy license requirements

Michigan physical therapy license requirements are essential for anyone looking to practice physical therapy in
the state. The licensing process ensures that physical therapists meet the necessary educational and
professional standards to provide safe and effective care to patients. Understanding these requirements is
crucial for aspiring physical therapists and those seeking to transfer their credentials to Michigan. In this
article, we will delve into the specific steps needed to obtain a physical therapy license in Michigan, including
education, examination, application processes, and more.

Overview of Physical Therapy Licensing in Michigan

In Michigan, physical therapy is regulated by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
(LARA). The state requires physical therapists to be licensed before they can practice. The goal of licensing is
to protect public health and safety by ensuring that practitioners have adequate training and knowledge.

Educational Requirements

To qualify for a physical therapy license in Michigan, candidates must complete a specific educational
pathway. Here are the key steps involved:

1. Earn a Degree from an Accredited Program

- Candidates must earn a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree from a program accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).
- The DPT program typically includes both coursework and clinical internships, ensuring that graduates have a
comprehensive understanding of physical therapy practices.

2. Complete Clinical Experience

- As part of the DPT program, students are required to complete a certain number of clinical hours under the
supervision of licensed physical therapists.
- Clinical experiences provide hands-on training and are crucial for developing practical skills necessary for
patient care.

Examination Requirements

After completing the educational requirements, the next step for candidates is to pass the necessary
examinations.

1. National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)

- Candidates must pass the NPTE, which is administered by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
(FSBPT).
- This examination assesses the candidate's knowledge and competencies in physical therapy practices.



- A passing score is required to move forward in the licensing process.

2. Michigan Jurisprudence Examination

- In addition to the NPTE, candidates must also pass the Michigan Jurisprudence Examination.
- This exam focuses on state laws and regulations related to the practice of physical therapy in Michigan.
- The jurisprudence exam ensures that candidates understand the legal responsibilities and ethical
considerations involved in their practice.

Application Process for Licensure

Once candidates have completed their education and passed the necessary examinations, they can begin the
application process for licensure in Michigan.

1. Gather Required Documentation

Candidates need to compile several documents as part of their application, including:

- Official transcripts from the DPT program
- Proof of passing scores on the NPTE and Michigan Jurisprudence Examination
- Completed application form
- Application fee payment

2. Submit Application to LARA

- Applications must be submitted to the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA)
through their online portal or by mail.
- It is essential to ensure that all required documentation is complete to avoid delays in processing.

3. Background Check

- Candidates are required to undergo a criminal background check as part of the application process.
- This step ensures that all physical therapists practicing in Michigan have a clear record, which is vital for
patient safety.

Continuing Education Requirements

After obtaining licensure, physical therapists in Michigan must maintain their license through continuing
education.

1. Continuing Education Credits

- Licensed physical therapists are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education every two years.
- These credits can be earned through various activities, including workshops, seminars, and online courses



related to physical therapy.

2. Renewal Process

- Licenses must be renewed every two years. The renewal application should be submitted to LARA along with
proof of completed continuing education credits and the applicable renewal fee.
- It is essential for physical therapists to stay updated on the latest practices and developments in the field
to provide the best care for their patients.

Transferring Licenses to Michigan

Physical therapists who are licensed in other states and wish to practice in Michigan must also meet certain
requirements.

1. Verification of Licensure

- Candidates must provide verification of their current license from the state where they are currently
practicing.
- This process usually involves submitting a form to the licensing authority in the original state for
verification.

2. Pass the NPTE and Jurisprudence Exam

- Even if a candidate is already licensed in another state, they are still required to pass the NPTE and the
Michigan Jurisprudence Examination.
- This ensures that all practicing physical therapists in Michigan are familiar with state-specific laws and
regulations.

3. Application for Licensure by Endorsement

- Candidates can apply for licensure by endorsement, which is the process for transferring an out-of-state
license to Michigan.
- They must submit an application, provide required documentation, and pay the appropriate fees.

Conclusion

In summary, the Michigan physical therapy license requirements are designed to ensure that all practitioners
meet high standards of education, examination, and ethical practice. By following the outlined steps, aspiring
physical therapists can navigate the licensing process effectively. Whether you are a new graduate or an
experienced therapist looking to relocate, understanding these requirements is crucial for a successful career in
physical therapy in Michigan. Staying informed about continuing education and renewal processes will also be
key to maintaining your license and providing quality care to your patients.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic educational requirements to obtain a physical therapy
license in Michigan?

To obtain a physical therapy license in Michigan, you must have a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree
from a CAPTE-accredited program.

Is there a clinical experience requirement for physical therapy licensure in
Michigan?

Yes, applicants must complete at least 30 weeks of clinical experience as part of their DPT program, including
supervised clinical internships.

What examination must be passed to become a licensed physical therapist in
Michigan?

Candidates must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) administered by the Federation of
State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT).

Are there any continuing education requirements for maintaining a physical
therapy license in Michigan?

Yes, licensed physical therapists in Michigan must complete at least 30 hours of continuing education every
two years to renew their license.

What is the application process for obtaining a physical therapy license in
Michigan?

The application process includes submitting an application form, proof of education, proof of passing the NPTE,
and paying the required fees to the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA).

Can physical therapists from other states apply for licensure in Michigan?

Yes, physical therapists licensed in other states can apply for licensure in Michigan, but they must meet
Michigan's requirements and provide verification of their credentials.
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