
michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab

michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab represents an essential resource for guitarists aiming to

master one of the most iconic riffs in pop music history. The song "Smooth Criminal," performed by

Michael Jackson, features a distinctive guitar part that blends rhythmic precision with melodic hooks.

Understanding and learning the michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab allows players to replicate

the electrifying energy and groove that define the track. This article explores the detailed guitar

tablature, techniques required, and tips for accurate execution. Additionally, insights into the song’s

musical structure and style will assist guitarists in capturing the essence of this legendary hit. Below is

a comprehensive guide designed for guitar enthusiasts seeking to enhance their repertoire with this

classic tune.

Overview of Michael Jackson’s "Smooth Criminal"

Understanding the Guitar Tab for Smooth Criminal

Techniques Used in the Smooth Criminal Guitar Part

Step-by-Step Breakdown of Iconic Riffs

Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Tab

Overview of Michael Jackson’s "Smooth Criminal"

"Smooth Criminal" is a track from Michael Jackson’s 1987 album Bad. The song combines elements of

pop, rock, and funk, anchored by a compelling bassline and rhythmic guitar work. The guitar parts

contribute significantly to the song’s driving force, delivering both rhythmic support and melodic



accents. The track’s energetic tempo and memorable hooks have made it a favorite among musicians

and fans alike. Understanding the song’s context and musical arrangement is crucial for accurately

interpreting the michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab.

Understanding the Guitar Tab for Smooth Criminal

The michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab provides a note-by-note transcription of the guitar parts

featured in the song. Guitar tablature indicates finger placement on the fretboard and string selection,

allowing players to replicate complex riffs and chord progressions. The tab for "Smooth Criminal"

typically includes the main riff, chord patterns, and lead guitar embellishments. Familiarity with tab

notation is essential for effective learning.

Components of the Guitar Tab

The tab generally consists of six horizontal lines representing the guitar strings, with numbers

indicating frets. Key components of the michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab include:

Main riff notation

Chord diagrams and transitions

Hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides

Rhythmic indicators and timing cues

Accessing Accurate Tablature

Accurate michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab is available through reputable music publications



and verified tab websites. Using precise tabs ensures that players learn the correct notes and

techniques, preserving the authenticity of the performance.

Techniques Used in the Smooth Criminal Guitar Part

The guitar part in "Smooth Criminal" requires proficiency in various playing techniques to capture its

distinct sound. The michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab includes instructions for executing these

techniques effectively.

Key Techniques Included

Muting: Palm muting is essential for controlling the tone and adding rhythmic punch.

Hammer-ons and Pull-offs: These techniques facilitate smooth note transitions within riffs.

Slides: Sliding between notes adds expressiveness and fluidity.

Alternate Picking: Ensures clarity and speed during fast passages.

Technique Application in the Song

Each technique enhances the groove and articulation of the guitar parts. For example, palm muting

creates the percussive effect heard in the rhythmic sections, while hammer-ons and pull-offs enable

legato phrasing that contributes to the song’s catchy melody. Mastery of these techniques is necessary

for an authentic rendition of the michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab.



Step-by-Step Breakdown of Iconic Riffs

Breaking down the iconic riffs in "Smooth Criminal" facilitates progressive learning. The michael

jackson smooth criminal guitar tab is best approached in segments to ensure accuracy and

comprehension.

Main Riff Analysis

The main riff is the song’s signature guitar phrase. It involves a sequence of notes played with precise

timing and articulation. Starting slowly and focusing on finger positioning helps build muscle memory.

Rhythmic Patterns

The rhythmic patterns underpin the song’s driving momentum. Practicing the tab with a metronome

aids in maintaining consistent tempo and groove.

Lead Guitar Embellishments

Additional lead parts include subtle fills and accents that add character. These are often played with

techniques like slides and bends, detailed in the tab for clarity.

Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Tab

To effectively learn the michael jackson smooth criminal guitar tab, structured practice and attention to

detail are vital. The following tips help optimize the learning process.

Start slow and gradually increase speed to maintain accuracy.



Use a metronome to develop consistent timing.

Focus on mastering one riff or section before moving to the next.

Record practice sessions to identify areas needing improvement.

Pay close attention to the nuances of dynamics and articulation.

Practice the techniques separately if necessary, then integrate them into the riffs.

Listen to the original track frequently to internalize the song’s feel.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the official guitar tab for Michael Jackson's 'Smooth

Criminal'?

Official guitar tabs for 'Smooth Criminal' can be found on licensed music tab websites like Ultimate

Guitar, Songsterr, or through official Michael Jackson music publications.

What guitar techniques are used in the 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab?

The 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab features techniques such as palm muting, fast alternate picking,

slides, and occasional hammer-ons and pull-offs to capture the song's rhythmic and melodic style.

Is the 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab suitable for beginners?

The 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab is generally considered intermediate due to its fast tempo and

rhythmic complexity, but beginners can attempt simplified versions available online.



Are there different versions of 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tabs available?

Yes, there are multiple versions of 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tabs available, including the original

Michael Jackson version, the Alien Ant Farm rock cover, and various simplified or solo-focused

arrangements.

Can I play the main riff of 'Smooth Criminal' on electric guitar?

Yes, the main riff of 'Smooth Criminal' is commonly played on electric guitar and is well-suited to the

instrument's tone and articulation, often emphasizing rhythmic precision and clean picking.

How accurate are user-submitted 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tabs on

sites like Ultimate Guitar?

User-submitted tabs vary in accuracy; it’s recommended to check ratings and comments on tabs for

'Smooth Criminal' to find the most accurate and reliable versions.

What tuning is used for the 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab?

The 'Smooth Criminal' guitar tab is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), but some cover

versions may use alternate tunings to match vocal ranges or stylistic preferences.

Are there any video tutorials to help learn the 'Smooth Criminal' guitar

tab?

Yes, many guitarists have posted video tutorials on platforms like YouTube that break down the

'Smooth Criminal' guitar parts step-by-step, which can be very helpful for learning the song.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Michael Jackson's Smooth Criminal Guitar Tabs

This book offers a detailed breakdown of the guitar parts in Michael Jackson's iconic song "Smooth



Criminal." It provides step-by-step tab notations, finger positioning, and playing techniques tailored for

both beginners and intermediate guitarists. Readers will also find tips on capturing the song's unique

rhythm and style to perform it authentically.

2. Guitar Tabs & Techniques Inspired by Michael Jackson's Hits

A comprehensive guide covering various Michael Jackson songs, including "Smooth Criminal," this

book delves into the guitar tabs and the techniques used. It emphasizes the rhythmic and melodic

elements that define MJ's music. Players can learn how to blend funk, pop, and rock styles to emulate

his sound on the guitar.

3. The Smooth Criminal Guitar Tab Companion

Focused exclusively on "Smooth Criminal," this book breaks down each guitar section in detail. It

includes annotated tablatures, tempo guides, and practice exercises to help guitarists master the

complex riffs. Additionally, it offers historical context about the song and its production, enriching the

learning experience.

4. Pop Guitar Essentials: Playing Michael Jackson's Smooth Criminal

Designed for pop guitar enthusiasts, this book simplifies the "Smooth Criminal" guitar parts into

manageable segments. It focuses on rhythm guitar patterns, chord structures, and strumming

techniques that define the song’s groove. The book also includes play-along tracks to enhance

practice sessions.

5. Michael Jackson's Smooth Criminal: A Guitarist’s Play-Along

This interactive book includes tabs, notation, and backing tracks for "Smooth Criminal." Guitarists can

learn the song section by section and practice with professional-quality accompaniment. It also

features tips on tone settings and effects to replicate the distinctive sounds heard in the recording.

6. Funk Guitar Secrets from Michael Jackson's Smooth Criminal

Exploring the funk elements within "Smooth Criminal," this book teaches guitarists how to achieve the

signature funky riffs and grooves. It offers insights into syncopation, muting techniques, and rhythmic

precision required for the song. The guide is ideal for players wanting to enhance their funk playing



skills inspired by MJ.

7. Michael Jackson Smooth Criminal: Guitar Tab & Performance Guide

This guide combines detailed tab notation with performance advice to help guitarists not just play but

also perform "Smooth Criminal" confidently. It covers stage presence, timing, and expression in

addition to the musical content. The book is suitable for guitarists preparing for live shows or

recordings.

8. Decoding the Guitar Work in Michael Jackson’s Smooth Criminal

A deep dive into the musical structure and guitar techniques used in "Smooth Criminal," this book

analyzes the riff construction and stylistic choices. It provides annotated tabs alongside theoretical

explanations, beneficial for guitarists interested in music theory as applied to MJ’s work. The book also

compares various cover versions to highlight interpretative options.

9. Michael Jackson Smooth Criminal: From Tabs to Techniques

This instructional book bridges the gap between reading tabs and mastering the playing techniques for

"Smooth Criminal." It covers fingerstyle tips, picking patterns, and dynamic control to bring the song to

life on guitar. The book is perfect for guitarists aiming to develop both technical skill and musical

expression through MJ’s classic hit.
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