
miami dolphins qb history
miami dolphins qb history traces the evolution of one of the most pivotal positions in
the franchise’s past and present. From the early days of the team’s inception in 1966 to
the modern era, the quarterback role has seen iconic figures, transitional talents, and
promising prospects. This article explores the legacy of Miami Dolphins quarterbacks,
highlighting their achievements, challenges, and contributions to the team’s identity.
Understanding the Miami Dolphins QB history provides insight into the franchise’s
development, offensive strategies, and overall success in the NFL. Key players such as Bob
Griese, Dan Marino, and recent starters will be examined in detail. This comprehensive
overview offers a timeline of Miami Dolphins quarterbacks, emphasizing their impact on
and off the field. The following sections delve into different eras and notable figures within
the Dolphins' quarterback lineage.

Early Years and Founding Quarterbacks

Bob Griese Era: The Foundation of Success

Dan Marino: The Hall of Fame Legend

Post-Marino Transition Period

Recent Quarterbacks and Contemporary Era

Early Years and Founding Quarterbacks
The Miami Dolphins entered the NFL as an expansion team in 1966, requiring a
quarterback to lead their nascent offense. The early years of Miami Dolphins QB history
were characterized by experimentation and the search for stability under center. The first
starting quarterback was Dick Wood, who played during the Dolphins’ inaugural season.
Over the next few years, the team cycled through multiple quarterbacks as they attempted
to build a competitive roster.

Initial Quarterback Challenges
In the formative years, the Dolphins relied on several quarterbacks including John Stofa
and Dick Wood. These early starters struggled to provide consistent leadership, often due
to the team’s inexperience and developmental status. The offensive schemes were basic,
and the passing game was not yet the focal point of the Dolphins’ attack. This period was
foundational but lacked significant achievements at the quarterback position.



Signing of Bob Griese
The turning point in the Miami Dolphins QB history came with the drafting of Bob Griese
in 1967. Griese would become a franchise cornerstone and set the stage for the team’s
rise to prominence in the 1970s. His arrival marked the beginning of a new era of stability
and success at quarterback.

Bob Griese Era: The Foundation of Success
Bob Griese is widely regarded as the first great quarterback in Miami Dolphins history.
His tenure from 1967 to 1980 laid the groundwork for the Dolphins’ dominance in the
early 1970s. Griese was known for his intelligence, accuracy, and leadership, qualities that
helped Miami achieve unprecedented success.

Achievements and Style of Play
Griese guided the Dolphins to two Super Bowl victories, including the perfect season in
1972 when Miami went undefeated and won Super Bowl VII. He was a durable
quarterback who balanced the passing game with a strong running attack. Griese’s style
emphasized efficiency and minimizing turnovers, which was critical in an era dominated
by tough defenses.

Legacy and Impact
Bob Griese’s impact on the Miami Dolphins QB history is significant. He was inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1990 and remains a symbol of the Dolphins’ golden era.
His mentorship and influence shaped the culture of the franchise, setting a standard for
future quarterbacks to follow.

Dan Marino: The Hall of Fame Legend
Dan Marino, drafted in 1983, revolutionized the quarterback position for the Miami
Dolphins and the NFL at large. Marino’s arrival marked a new chapter in Miami Dolphins
QB history, characterized by prolific passing and record-breaking performances. Unlike
many predecessors, Marino was known for his quick release and strong arm, enabling a
high-powered aerial attack.

Record-Breaking Career
Marino shattered numerous NFL records during his career, including most career
touchdown passes and passing yards at the time of his retirement. Over 17 seasons with
the Dolphins, he earned nine Pro Bowl selections and was named NFL MVP in 1984.
Marino’s statistics and playing style set new standards for the quarterback position.



Challenges and Team Success
Despite Marino’s individual brilliance, the Dolphins never secured a Super Bowl
championship during his tenure, reaching the big game only once in 1984. The team often
faced criticism for lacking a complementary running game and defensive support.
Nevertheless, Marino’s legacy remains central to Miami Dolphins QB history as one of the
greatest quarterbacks of all time.

Post-Marino Transition Period
After Dan Marino’s retirement in 1999, the Miami Dolphins entered a phase of instability
at the quarterback position. The team struggled to find a long-term starter who could
replicate Marino’s impact. This period witnessed frequent changes and a mix of veterans
and young players vying for the starting role.

Prominent Quarterbacks During Transition
Several quarterbacks attempted to fill the void left by Marino, including Jay Fiedler, A.J.
Feeley, and Chad Pennington. Pennington, in particular, showed promise with his
accuracy and leadership, earning two Pro Bowl selections. However, injuries and
inconsistent team performance prevented sustained success.

Challenges in Offensive Identity
The post-Marino era was marked by uncertainty in offensive philosophy. Coaches
experimented with various offensive schemes, and the Dolphins often struggled to
maintain a balanced attack. This instability affected not only quarterback play but also the
overall competitiveness of the franchise.

Recent Quarterbacks and Contemporary Era
In the 21st century, the Miami Dolphins QB history continues to evolve with a new
generation of quarterbacks. The team has invested heavily in the position through the
draft and free agency, aiming to restore the Dolphins to playoff contention and long-term
stability.

Notable Recent Starters
Quarterbacks such as Ryan Tannehill, Jay Cutler, and Tua Tagovailoa have represented
the Dolphins in recent years. Ryan Tannehill provided a boost with his mobility and
improved passing efficiency, culminating in a Pro Bowl selection and a deep playoff run.
Tua Tagovailoa, a high-profile draft pick, represents the future of the franchise with his
dual-threat capabilities and leadership potential.



Looking Ahead
The Miami Dolphins continue to focus on developing their quarterback talent through
coaching and player development. The franchise’s history of quarterbacks serves as both
inspiration and a benchmark for current and future players aiming to make their mark.

Key Miami Dolphins Quarterbacks Through the Years

Dick Wood – First starting quarterback

Bob Griese – Hall of Fame, two-time Super Bowl champion

Dan Marino – Record-setting Hall of Famer

Jay Fiedler – Reliable starter in early 2000s

Chad Pennington – Accurate passer, Pro Bowl selection

Ryan Tannehill – Pro Bowler and playoff leader

Tua Tagovailoa – Current franchise quarterback

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Miami Dolphins' first starting
quarterback?
The Miami Dolphins' first starting quarterback was Dick Wood, who started the team's
inaugural game in 1966.

Which Miami Dolphins quarterback led the team to
their only perfect season?
Bob Griese led the Miami Dolphins to their perfect season in 1972, culminating in a Super
Bowl VII victory.

Who holds the Miami Dolphins' franchise record for
most passing yards?
Dan Marino holds the Miami Dolphins' franchise record for most passing yards, with over
61,000 yards during his career.



How has the Miami Dolphins' quarterback position
evolved in recent years?
In recent years, the Miami Dolphins have seen several changes at quarterback, including
drafting Tua Tagovailoa in 2020, who is viewed as the franchise's future at the position.

Which Miami Dolphins quarterback was inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame?
Dan Marino, the legendary Miami Dolphins quarterback, was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 2005.

Additional Resources
1. The Dolphins' Signal Callers: A Quarterback Legacy
This comprehensive book traces the history of Miami Dolphins quarterbacks from the
franchise's inception to the present day. It highlights the pivotal moments and key players
who shaped the team's offensive identity. Featuring interviews, game analyses, and
behind-the-scenes stories, it offers an in-depth look at the evolution of the Dolphins' signal
callers.

2. Dan Marino: The Greatest Dolphin QB
Focusing on the legendary Dan Marino, this biography explores his rise to fame, record-
breaking career, and impact on the NFL. The book delves into Marino's playing style,
leadership qualities, and his role in cementing the Dolphins' place in football history. It
also covers his post-retirement contributions to the sport and community.

3. From Bob Griese to Tua Tagovailoa: Miami's Quarterback Journey
This title presents a chronological journey through the quarterbacks who have led the
Dolphins over the decades. It contrasts different eras, playing styles, and coaching
philosophies that influenced the team's quarterback choices. The book also examines how
each QB contributed to the team's successes and challenges.

4. Miami Dolphins QBs: Triumphs and Trials
Highlighting both the highs and lows, this book offers a balanced perspective on the
Dolphins' quarterback history. It covers memorable victories, heartbreaking losses,
injuries, and the pressure that comes with leading an NFL franchise. Readers gain insight
into the resilience and determination required to be a Dolphins QB.

5. Behind the Helmet: The Stories of Miami Dolphins Quarterbacks
This collection of personal stories and anecdotes provides an intimate look at the lives of
Dolphins quarterbacks. From rookie seasons to veteran leadership, the book reveals the
human side of these athletes beyond the gridiron. It includes contributions from players,
coaches, and family members.

6. Playbook Legends: How Miami Dolphins QBs Changed the Game
Focusing on innovation and strategy, this book explores how various Dolphins
quarterbacks influenced offensive playcalling and NFL tactics. It discusses



groundbreaking plays, audibles, and adaptations that set Dolphins QBs apart. The book
appeals to readers interested in the technical aspects of football.

7. Quarterback Carousel: Miami Dolphins’ Search for the Franchise Leader
This book examines the periods when the Dolphins struggled to find a consistent starting
quarterback. It analyzes the drafts, trades, and free-agent signings that shaped the team's
quarterback roster. The narrative highlights the challenges of building a lasting
quarterback legacy in Miami.

8. The Marino Effect: Changing the Dolphins Forever
Dedicated to the transformational impact of Dan Marino, this book details how his
presence altered the Dolphins' culture and performance. It covers his influence on
teammates, the franchise's marketing, and the broader NFL community. The book also
reflects on how Marino’s career set a benchmark for future Dolphins QBs.

9. Tua Tagovailoa and the New Era of Dolphins Quarterbacks
This recent publication focuses on Tua Tagovailoa’s entry into the NFL and his role in
ushering in a new chapter for Miami. It discusses his college career, draft experience,
early professional challenges, and potential future with the Dolphins. The book offers
analysis and optimism about the team's quarterback future.
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