
metra 70 8113 installation
instructions
metra 70 8113 installation instructions provide essential guidance for
properly installing the Metra 70-8113 dash kit, a popular accessory designed
to facilitate the integration of aftermarket car stereos into compatible
vehicles. This article offers a comprehensive overview of the entire
installation process, including necessary tools, preparation steps, wiring
connections, and mounting procedures. Additionally, it addresses common
challenges encountered during installation and provides troubleshooting tips
to ensure a smooth and secure fit. By following these detailed metra 70 8113
installation instructions, technicians and DIY enthusiasts can achieve a
professional-grade result, enhancing both the functionality and appearance of
their vehicle's dashboard. The instructions also emphasize safety precautions
and compatibility considerations to prevent damage to vehicle electronics.
The following sections break down the installation into manageable steps for
clarity and efficiency.

Understanding the Metra 70-8113 Dash Kit

Preparation and Required Tools

Step-by-Step Installation Process

Wiring and Electrical Connections

Mounting and Securing the Stereo

Troubleshooting Common Issues
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Understanding the Metra 70-8113 Dash Kit
The Metra 70-8113 dash kit is specifically engineered to allow the
installation of aftermarket stereo units into select vehicle dashboards
without the need for extensive modifications. This dash kit provides a
precise fit, maintaining the factory aesthetic while accommodating various
stereo sizes. The kit typically includes a mounting bracket, trim bezel, and
necessary hardware to secure the stereo in place. It is compatible with a
range of vehicles, ensuring versatility for installers. Understanding the
components and their purpose is critical before beginning the installation to
avoid errors and damage.



Components Included in the Kit
The Metra 70-8113 kit generally contains several key parts essential for a
successful installation. These include:

Mounting brackets designed to fit the vehicle’s dash opening

A bezel or trim panel that matches the dashboard’s design

Screws and clips required for securing the stereo and brackets

Instructions detailing compatibility and installation steps

Each component must be carefully inspected before use to ensure all parts are
present and undamaged.

Vehicle Compatibility
Before proceeding with installation, verifying that the Metra 70-8113 dash
kit matches the vehicle make, model, and year is essential. This kit is
designed for specific dashboard configurations and stereo sizes, so
compatibility prevents fitment issues. Reference to the manufacturer’s
compatibility chart or database is recommended to confirm suitability. Using
the kit in incompatible vehicles may result in poor fit or damage.

Preparation and Required Tools
Proper preparation is crucial for a smooth and efficient installation.
Gathering all necessary tools and preparing the workspace reduces the risk of
errors and damage during the process. The metra 70 8113 installation
instructions emphasize readiness before starting the actual installation.

Tools Needed for Installation
A standard set of tools is required to complete the installation of the Metra
70-8113 dash kit and aftermarket stereo. These tools typically include:

Phillips and flat-head screwdrivers

Wire strippers and crimpers

Panel removal tools or trim pry tools

Socket wrench set

Electrical tape or heat shrink tubing



Multimeter for electrical testing (optional but recommended)

Having these tools organized and ready ensures the installation process is
not interrupted.

Preparing the Vehicle
Before installation, disconnecting the vehicle’s battery is a critical safety
step to prevent electrical shorts or shocks. Additionally, removing existing
stereo components and clearing the dash area will facilitate an easier
installation. Careful removal of trim panels with trim tools helps avoid
dashboard damage. It is also advisable to review the vehicle’s service manual
for any specific disassembly instructions.

Step-by-Step Installation Process
The installation of the Metra 70-8113 dash kit involves several precise steps
to ensure proper fit and function. Following the recommended sequence reduces
errors and enhances the final outcome.

Removing the Factory Stereo
Begin by carefully removing the factory stereo unit. This typically requires
the removal of screws or clips holding the stereo and its surrounding panels.
Disconnect all wiring harnesses and antenna cables gently to avoid wire
damage. Retain any hardware that may be reused in the new installation.

Installing the Mounting Brackets
Attach the mounting brackets included in the Metra 70-8113 kit to the
aftermarket stereo according to the instructions. This usually involves
aligning bracket holes with stereo chassis holes and securing them with
screws. Proper bracket installation ensures the stereo will fit securely in
the dash opening.

Fitting the Stereo into the Dash Kit
Once the brackets are secured, insert the stereo into the dash kit bezel. The
stereo should fit snugly without forcing. Adjustments may be necessary to
align mounting points accurately. After fitting, the stereo and bezel
assembly can be positioned into the vehicle’s dash opening.



Wiring and Electrical Connections
Correct wiring and electrical connections are vital for the functionality of
the aftermarket stereo and integration with the vehicle’s existing systems.
The metra 70 8113 installation instructions highlight the importance of
proper wiring to avoid malfunctions.

Identifying Wiring Harnesses
The vehicle’s wiring harness must be matched with the aftermarket stereo
wiring harness using a compatible adapter. Metra and other manufacturers
provide vehicle-specific wiring harness adapters to simplify this process.
Identifying wire functions such as power, ground, speaker outputs, and
antenna connections is essential.

Connecting the Wires
Strip the insulation from each wire end and connect corresponding wires
between the stereo harness and vehicle adapter harness. Connections should be
made using crimp connectors or soldering for durability. After connections,
insulating the joints with electrical tape or heat shrink tubing prevents
shorts.

Mounting and Securing the Stereo
Properly mounting and securing the stereo and dash kit assembly is crucial to
prevent movement or rattling during vehicle operation. The metra 70 8113
installation instructions provide guidance on mounting techniques.

Securing the Assembly
Insert the assembled stereo and dash kit into the vehicle dash opening. Align
mounting holes in the brackets with the vehicle’s dash mounting points. Use
the supplied screws or factory screws to secure the assembly firmly. Verify
that the bezel sits flush with the dashboard surface for a factory-like
appearance.

Reinstalling Trim Panels
After securing the stereo, reinstall any removed trim panels and dashboard
components carefully. Use caution to avoid damaging clips or panels. The
final appearance should resemble the original factory setup, with the new
stereo seamlessly integrated.



Troubleshooting Common Issues
During or after installation, certain issues may arise that require
troubleshooting. Understanding common problems and their solutions helps
achieve optimal results.

Stereo Does Not Power On
If the aftermarket stereo fails to power on, verify all wiring connections,
especially power and ground wires. Check that the vehicle’s battery is
connected and that any inline fuses are intact. Using a multimeter to test
voltage at the stereo harness can identify electrical issues.

Poor Fit or Loose Mounting
Improper fitment may be due to incorrect bracket alignment or missing
hardware. Double-check the orientation of mounting brackets and ensure all
screws are tightened securely. Adjusting bracket placement slightly may
resolve alignment problems.

Audio Distortion or No Sound
Audio issues often stem from incorrect speaker wiring or damaged wires.
Confirm that speaker wires are connected to the correct terminals and that no
wires are shorted or broken. Testing speaker outputs separately can isolate
the problem.

Safety Tips and Compatibility Considerations
Safe installation practices and awareness of compatibility constraints
protect both the vehicle and installer. The metra 70 8113 installation
instructions emphasize safety throughout the process.

Safety Precautions
Always disconnect the vehicle battery before beginning installation to
prevent electrical shock or damage. Use insulated tools when working with
electrical components. Avoid forcing parts into place to prevent dashboard
damage. Wear safety glasses when handling tools and wiring.

Ensuring Compatibility
Confirming the dash kit and stereo compatibility with the vehicle model



prevents installation failures. Using manufacturer-provided compatibility
charts and verified harness adapters ensures a seamless integration. Avoid
mixing incompatible parts that may damage vehicle electronics or produce
unsatisfactory fitment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are needed for Metra 70-8113
installation?
You will need a screwdriver, wire stripper, electrical tape, and possibly a
panel removal tool to install the Metra 70-8113 kit.

Is the Metra 70-8113 compatible with my vehicle?
The Metra 70-8113 is designed for select vehicle models; check the
compatibility list provided by Metra or the product manual to ensure it fits
your specific make and model.

Where can I find the official installation
instructions for Metra 70-8113?
Official installation instructions for the Metra 70-8113 can be found on the
Metra Electronics website or included in the product packaging.

How do I connect the wiring harness in the Metra
70-8113 kit?
The wiring harness should be connected by matching the color-coded wires from
the Metra 70-8113 to the vehicle's corresponding wires, following the wiring
diagram in the installation manual.

Can I install the Metra 70-8113 myself or should I
hire a professional?
If you have experience with car stereo installations and wiring, you can
install the Metra 70-8113 yourself; otherwise, it is recommended to hire a
professional installer to avoid damage.

What steps are involved in removing the factory
radio to install Metra 70-8113?
Typical steps include disconnecting the vehicle battery, removing trim panels
carefully, unscrewing the factory radio, disconnecting wiring harnesses, and
then installing the Metra 70-8113 adapter.



Are there any special considerations for Metra
70-8113 and vehicle airbags or steering wheel
controls?
Some vehicles may require additional adapters or careful handling to retain
airbag functionality and steering wheel controls when using the Metra
70-8113; consult the installation guide for specific instructions.

How do I test the Metra 70-8113 installation after
completion?
After installation, reconnect the vehicle battery and turn on the stereo to
ensure all functions such as power, sound, and controls operate correctly
before reassembling the dash.

Additional Resources
1. Metra 70-8113 Installation Guide: Step-by-Step Manual
This comprehensive guide covers every detail needed to install the Metra
70-8113 dash kit. It includes clear diagrams, tool recommendations, and
troubleshooting tips to ensure a smooth installation process. Ideal for both
beginners and experienced installers, this manual helps users avoid common
mistakes.

2. Car Stereo Installation Essentials: Using the Metra 70-8113 Kit
Focused on car audio enthusiasts, this book explains how to utilize the Metra
70-8113 kit for aftermarket stereo installations. It details wiring,
mounting, and integration with different vehicle models. The book also
discusses compatibility and enhancing audio performance.

3. Dashboard Modification and Installation Techniques with Metra Kits
This book delves into various dashboard modification methods, emphasizing the
use of Metra installation kits like the 70-8113. It provides expert advice on
customizing dashboards for a professional finish. Readers will learn about
tool selection, fitment adjustments, and finishing touches.

4. Aftermarket Car Stereo Installation: A Practical Approach
Covering a wide range of installation kits, including the Metra 70-8113, this
book offers practical instructions for upgrading vehicle audio systems. Step-
by-step procedures, wiring schematics, and safety precautions are included.
It’s a valuable resource for DIY car stereo installers.

5. Metra Installation Kits: A Complete Reference for Automotive Audio
This reference book catalogues Metra’s most popular installation kits,
providing detailed specifications and installation notes. The 70-8113 kit is
featured with specific instructions and compatibility charts. The book serves
as a handy tool for professional installers and hobbyists alike.



6. Automotive Electrical Systems and Installation Techniques
While broadly covering automotive electrical systems, this book includes
sections dedicated to installing stereo dash kits like the Metra 70-8113. It
explains electrical connections, harness integration, and avoiding
interference. This technical guide supports understanding of the electrical
aspects behind installations.

7. Custom Car Audio Installation: Tools, Kits, and Best Practices
Exploring a variety of installation kits, including the Metra 70-8113, this
book teaches best practices for achieving clean and secure installations. It
discusses the importance of proper mounting, wiring, and panel alignment.
Readers will also find advice on selecting the right tools and accessories.

8. Vehicle Dash Kit Installation Made Simple
Designed for novices, this book breaks down the installation process of dash
kits like the Metra 70-8113 into easy-to-follow steps. It includes tips for
avoiding damage to vehicle interiors and ensuring a factory-like fit.
Illustrations and checklists make the process accessible and less
intimidating.

9. Professional Car Audio Installation: From Basics to Advanced Techniques
This book covers the full spectrum of car audio installation, featuring
detailed sections on using Metra kits such as the 70-8113. It offers insights
into both basic installation and advanced customization. Professionals will
appreciate the troubleshooting guides and quality assurance tips.
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