mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64

mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64 stands as one of the most celebrated and
frequently performed violin concertos in the classical repertoire. Composed by Felix Mendelssohn in
1844, this masterpiece combines lyrical melodies, virtuosic demands, and innovative structural
elements that have captivated audiences and performers alike for over a century. The concerto’s
blend of Romantic expressiveness with Classical form showcases Mendelssohn’s compositional
genius and his deep understanding of the violin’s capabilities. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of the Mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64, including its historical background,
musical structure, performance practice, and its enduring legacy in the world of classical music.
Readers will gain insight into the concerto’s unique features, its place in violin literature, and key
recordings that have helped define its interpretation.
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Historical Background

The Mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64 was composed during a period of great artistic
maturity for Felix Mendelssohn. Commissioned by the renowned violinist Ferdinand David, who was
also the concertmaster of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, the concerto was completed in 1844
and premiered later that year in Leipzig. Mendelssohn’s collaboration with David was instrumental
in shaping the work’s technical demands and expressive qualities, ensuring it was both accessible
for performers and engaging for audiences.

Composer and Violinist Collaboration

Ferdinand David’s role extended beyond that of a mere dedicatee; he actively contributed to the
concerto’s development by offering practical advice on violin technique and idiomatic writing. This
partnership resulted in a concerto that not only highlights the soloist’s virtuosity but also maintains
a balanced dialogue between the solo violin and orchestra. Mendelssohn’s respect for David’s
expertise helped produce a work that remains a staple of the violin repertoire.

Context in Mendelssohn’s Career



At the time of composing the violin concerto, Mendelssohn was already an established composer and
conductor, known for works such as the "Italian Symphony" and the "Overture to A Midsummer
Night’s Dream." The violin concerto in e minor op 64 reflects his mature style, blending classical
formality with romantic lyricism. Its success further cemented Mendelssohn’s reputation and
contributed to the resurgence of interest in violin concertos during the 19th century.

Musical Structure and Analysis

The Mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64 is structured in three movements, adhering to the
traditional fast-slow-fast concerto format, yet it incorporates innovative features that distinguish it
from earlier concertos. The seamless transitions between movements and the use of thematic
material across sections demonstrate Mendelssohn’s inventive approach to concerto composition.

First Movement: Allegro molto appassionato

The opening movement is marked by its passionate intensity and lyrical beauty. It begins unusually
with the solo violin presenting the principal theme immediately, without an orchestral introduction.
This direct entry was innovative for its time and sets a dramatic tone. The movement features a
sonata form with an exposition, development, and recapitulation, showcasing Mendelssohn’s
mastery of classical structures combined with romantic expressiveness.

Second Movement: Andante

The slow second movement provides a contrasting lyrical and introspective character. It is framed
by a delicate orchestral introduction and cadenza-like passages that allow the soloist to display
expressive phrasing and tonal control. The movement’s serene melodies create an emotional depth
that complements the energetic outer movements.

Third Movement: Allegro non troppo - Allegro molto vivace

The finale is a lively and joyful rondo that brings the concerto to an exhilarating close. Its rhythmic
vitality and playful themes contrast with the preceding movements’ seriousness, offering a satisfying
resolution. Mendelssohn’s use of syncopation and quickly shifting moods in this movement highlight
his compositional creativity and the soloist’s technical prowess.

e Three movements: fast-slow-fast
¢ Immediate solo entrance in the first movement

e Seamless transitions with attacca movements



¢ Innovative use of cadenzas integrated into the solo part

Performance Practice and Technical Challenges

The Mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64 demands a high level of technical skill and
musical sensitivity from the soloist. Its virtuosic passages, lyrical lines, and intricate interplay with
the orchestra require a well-rounded approach to interpretation. Performers must balance technical
precision with expressive nuance to fully realize the concerto’s artistic intent.

Technical Demands

The concerto includes challenging double stops, rapid scale passages, and complex bowing
techniques. The soloist must navigate these technical challenges while maintaining a seamless
lyrical flow, especially in the opening movement where the theme is introduced by the violin alone.
Additionally, the integrated cadenzas require the soloist to exhibit both improvisational flair and
structural awareness.

Interpretative Considerations

Interpretation of the Mendelssohn violin concerto involves understanding its stylistic blend of
Classical clarity and Romantic expressiveness. The performer must emphasize the melodic lines and
subtle dynamic contrasts, as well as maintain a dialogue with the orchestra. Phrasing and
articulation are critical, as is attention to Mendelssohn’s detailed markings and tempo indications.

Legacy and Influence

The Mendelssohn violin concerto in e minor op 64 has had a profound and lasting impact on the
violin repertoire and concert programming. It remains a favorite among violinists and audiences due
to its emotional depth, technical brilliance, and structural innovation. Its influence extends beyond
the 19th century, inspiring composers and performers alike.

Enduring Popularity

Since its premiere, the concerto has been performed and recorded by many of the world’s leading
violinists. Its accessibility and expressive range make it a standard choice for competitions, recitals,
and orchestral concerts. The concerto’s popularity is a testament to Mendelssohn’s ability to blend
virtuosic display with heartfelt lyricism.



Influence on Later Composers and Violinists

The concerto’s innovative features, such as the immediate solo entrance and integrated cadenzas,
influenced subsequent violin concerto compositions. Composers like Brahms and Sibelius
incorporated similar elements into their works. Furthermore, the concerto’s technical and
interpretative challenges have shaped violin pedagogy and performance standards.

1. Immediate soloist entrance influencing concerto form
2. Integration of cadenzas into the musical fabric
3. Balance between virtuosity and lyricism

4. Continued presence in concert repertoires worldwide

Frequently Asked Questions

Who composed the Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64?

The Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 was composed by Felix Mendelssohn.

When was Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
first premiered?

Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 was first premiered in 1845.

What makes Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
unique among violin concertos?

Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto is noted for its lyrical melodies, seamless movements, and the
innovative way the solo violin enters almost immediately, breaking traditional concerto form.

How many movements are in Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in
E minor, Op. 64?

The concerto has three movements: Allegro molto appassionato, Andante, and Allegretto non troppo
- Allegro molto vivace.

What is the typical duration of a performance of
Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64?

A typical performance of Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 lasts about 25 to 30



minutes.

Which famous violinists are known for performing
Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64?

Famous violinists such as Itzhak Perlman, Jascha Heifetz, Anne-Sophie Mutter, and Hilary Hahn are
well-known for their performances of Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto.

What is the significance of Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in
the Romantic music repertoire?

Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto is considered a cornerstone of the Romantic violin repertoire,
admired for its expressive depth, technical demands, and its influence on later composers'
concertos.

Additional Resources

1. Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E Minor: History and Analysis

This book offers an in-depth exploration of Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64,
tracing its history from composition to modern performances. It provides detailed musical analysis of
the concerto’s themes, structure, and orchestration. Readers will gain insight into Mendelssohn’s
compositional style and the concerto’s enduring popularity among violinists.

2. The Life and Music of Felix Mendelssohn

A comprehensive biography that covers the life of Felix Mendelssohn, including the period when he
composed his famous Violin Concerto in E Minor. The book contextualizes the concerto within
Mendelssohn’s broader musical career and the Romantic era. It also discusses the influence of his
family background and cultural environment on his compositions.

3. Masterpieces for Violin and Orchestra: Mendelssohn and Beyond

This collection showcases major violin concertos, with a significant focus on Mendelssohn’s Op. 64.
The book analyzes the technical demands and interpretive challenges of these works. It also includes
essays on performance practice and historical recordings of the Mendelssohn concerto.

4. Performing Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto: A Guide for Violinists

Designed specifically for violin players, this guide breaks down the technical and expressive
elements of the Violin Concerto in E Minor. It includes fingerings, bowings, and interpretative
suggestions from renowned violinists. The book aims to help performers deliver compelling and
authentic renditions of the concerto.

5. The Romantic Violin Concerto: Mendelssohn and His Contemporaries

This scholarly work situates Mendelssohn'’s Violin Concerto within the broader tradition of Romantic
violin concertos. It compares the stylistic features and innovations of Mendelssohn with those of
Brahms, Bruch, and others. The book offers context on the evolution of the violin concerto form
during the 19th century.

6. Felix Mendelssohn: The Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64 - Score and Commentary
Featuring the full score of the concerto alongside detailed commentary, this book serves as both a



study tool and a performance aid. The commentary addresses structural nuances, thematic
development, and orchestration techniques. It is valuable for students, conductors, and musicians
interested in a thorough understanding of the work.

7. Mendelssohn and the Violin: A Historical Perspective

This book explores Mendelssohn’s relationship with the violin and violinists of his time, shedding
light on the concerto’s premiere and early performances. It includes historical documents, letters,
and critiques from the 19th century. The narrative highlights the concerto’s reception and its place
in violin repertoire history.

8. Interpreting Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto: Insights from Leading Artists

A compilation of interviews and essays by prominent violinists and conductors discussing their
approaches to Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto. The book reveals varying interpretive philosophies
and technical strategies. It provides readers with multiple perspectives on bringing the concerto to
life.

9. The Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E Minor: A Performer’s Companion

This resource offers practical advice for performers including historical context, stylistic
considerations, and detailed movement analyses. It also addresses common challenges faced in
rehearsals and performances. The book is tailored to both emerging and experienced violinists
seeking to deepen their connection to this iconic concerto.
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