MAY 2021 SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

MAaY 2021 SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE REASONING BEHIND THE CORRECT ANSWERS
TO THE QUESTIONS STUDENTS ENCOUNTERED ON THE EXAM. THE SAT, AS A STANDARDIZED TEST USED FOR COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, IS DESIGNED TO ASSESS STUDENTS’ READINESS FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL WORK. THE MAY

2021 SAT WAS NO EXCEPTION, FEATURING A RANGE OF QUESTIONS ACROSS CRITICAL READING, WRITING AND LANGUAGE, AND
MATHEMATICS. UNDERSTANDING THE EXPLANATIONS BEHIND THE ANSWERS CAN HELP STUDENTS IMPROVE THEIR SKILLS AND
STRATEGIES FOR FUTURE TESTS.

OVERVIEW OF THE MAY 2021 SAT

THE MAY 2021 SAT WAS ADMINISTERED TO THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THIS PARTICULAR TEST WAS
NOTABLE NOT ONLY FOR ITS CONTENT BUT ALSO FOR THE CONTEXT IN WHICH IT WAS GIVEN, AS MANY STUDENTS WERE
ADJUSTING TO NEW LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. HERE, WE WILL BREAK DOWN THE DIFFERENT
SECTIONS OF THE SAT AND PROVIDE EXPLANATIONS FOR SELECTED ANSWERS.

READING SECTION

THE READING SECTION OF THE SAT IS DESIGNED TO MEASURE STUDENTS’ COMPREHENSION SKILLS. |T INCLUDES PASSAGES FROM
LITERATURE, HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND NATURAL SCIENCES. HERE/ WE WILL ANALYZE SOME KEY
QUESTIONS AND PROVIDE ANS\WER EXPLANATIONS.

TypPes oF QUESTIONS

THE READING SECTION TYPICALLY INCLUDES A VARIETY OF QUESTION TYPES:

1. EVIDENCE-BASED QUESTIONSI THESE QUESTIONS ASK STUDENTS TO FIND EVIDENCE IN THE TEXT THAT SUPPORTS A GIVEN
ANS\WER OR STATEMENT.

2. MAIN IDEA QUESTIONSZ THESE QUESTIONS REQUIRE STUDENTS TO IDENTIFY THE CENTRAL THEME OF A PASSAGE.

3. INFERENCE QUESTIONSI THESE QUESTIONS ASK STUDENTS TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS BASED ON THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN
THE PASSAGE.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

QUESTION 1: IN A PASSAGE ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE, THE AUTHOR STATES, “THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ARE NOT JUST
FUTURE CONCERNS; THEY ARE PRESENT REALITIES.” W/HAT IS THE MAIN IDEA OF THE PASSAGE?

- CorrRecT ANSWER: C. CLIMATE CHANGE IS ALREADY IMPACTING OUR LIVES TODAY.
EXPLANATION: THIS QUESTION REQUIRES COMPREHENSION OF THE PASSAGE'S CENTRAL THEME. THE STATEMENT INDICATES THAT
THE AUTHOR IS EMPHASIZING THE IMMEDIACY OF CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES, MAKING OPTION C THE MOST FITTING ANSWER.

UNDERSTANDING THE MAIN IDEA IS CRUCIAL FOR ANSWERING SIMILAR QUESTIONS EFFECTIVELY.

QUESTION 2: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS PROVIDES EVIDENCE THAT CLIMATE CHANGE HAS AFFECTED COASTAL
CITIES?

- CorrecT ANSWER: D. “CITIES LIKE MiAMI AND NEw ORLEANS HAVE EXPERIENCED MORE FREQUENT FLOODING IN RECENT YEARS.”

EXPLANATION: THIS EVIDENCE-BASED QUESTION REQUIRES IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC DETAILS IN THE TEXT THAT BACK UP CLAIMS



MADE ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE'S IMPACT ON COASTAL CITIES. OPTION D PROVIDES A CLEAR EXAMPLE OF THIS PHENOMENON,
MAKING IT THE CORRECT CHOICE.

W/RITING AND LANGUAGE SECTION

THE WRITING AND LANGUAGE SECTION ASSESSES STUDENTS” ABILITY TO EDIT AND IMPROVE WRITTEN PASSAGES. THIS SECTION
INCLUDES QUESTIONS RELATED TO GRAMMAR, USAGE, PUNCTUATION, AND STYLE.

TypPes oF QUESTIONS

CoMMoN QUESTION TYPES IN THIS SECTION INCLUDE:
- GRAMMAR AND USAGE: IDENTIFY AND CORRECT ERRORS IN SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND WORD USAGE.

- PUNCTUATION: DECIDE ON THE CORRECT USE OF COMMAS, PERIODS, AND OTHER PUNCTUATION MARKS.
- STYLE AND TONE: EVALUATE WHETHER THE LANGUAGE USED IS APPROPRIATE FOR THE CONTEXT.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

QUESTION 3: WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES IS GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT?
- CORRECT ANSWER: B. THE COMMITTEE HAS REACHED ITS DECISION AFTER MUCH DELIBERATION.

EXPLANATION: THIS QUESTION TESTS GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE. OPTION B USES THE CORRECT SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT AND
MAINTAINS CLARITY, MAKING IT THE BEST CHOICE AMONG THE PROVIDED OPTIONS.

QUESTION 4: IN THE SENTENCE, “ THE TEAM, WHICH HAS BEEN PRACTICING FOR WEEKS, ARE READY FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP,”
WHICH CORRECTION SHOULD BE MADE?
’ "

- CorrecT Answer: C. CHANGE “ARe” TO “Is.

EXPLANATION: THIS QUESTION HIGHLIGHTS A COMMON GRAMMATICAL ERROR INVOLVING SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT. THE WORD
“TEAM” IS A COLLECTIVE NOUN AND SHOULD BE TREATED AS SINGULAR, THUS REQUIRING THE VERB "1S.”

MATH SECTION

THE MATH SECTION OF THE SAT IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS: ONE THAT ALLOWS CALCULATORS AND ONE THAT DOES NOT.
THIS SECTION EVALUATES STUDENTS’ PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIES AND UNDERSTANDING OF MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS.

TyPes oF QUESTIONS

MATH QUESTIONS CAN BE CATEGORIZED INTO SEVERAL TYPES:

1. HEART OF ALGEBRA: FOCUSES ON LINEAR EQUATIONS, SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS, AND INEQUALITIES.
2. PROBLEM SOLVING AND DATA ANALYSIS: INVOLVES INTERPRETING DATA FROM TABLES AND GRAPHS.
3. PAssPorRT To ADVANCED MATH: DEALS WITH MORE COMPLEX EQUATIONS AND FUNCTIONS.



SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

QuesTion 5: IF \(2x + 3 = 11\), WHAT Is THE VALUE oF \(x\)?
- CORRECT ANSWER: A. 4

ExPLANATION: To soLVE FOR \(X\), FIRST SUBTRACT 3 FROM BOTH SIDES TO GET \(2x = 8\), THEN DIVIDE BOTH SIDES BY
2, RESULTING IN \(x = 4\). THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF
UNDERSTANDING BASIC EQUATIONS.

QUESTION 6: A GRAPH SHOWS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE NUMBER OF HOURS STUDIED AND TEST SCORES. IF A STUDENT
STUDIES FOR 5 HOURS AND SCORES 80, WHAT IS THE SLOPE OF THE LINE IF THE NEXT POINT (6 HOURS) RESULTS IN A SCORE OF
88°

- CoRRECT ANSWER: B. 8

EXPLANATION: THE SLOPE OF A LINE IS CALCULATED BY THE CHANGE IN THE Y~VALUES DIVIDED BY THE CHANGE IN THE X~
VALUES. HERE, THE CHANGE IN SCORE () 15 \(88 - 80 = 8\), AND THE CHANGE IN HOURS (X) 15 \(6 - 5 = T\). THeREFORE,
THE sLore I1s \(8/1 = 8\).

TesT-T AKING STRATEGIES

UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF THE SAT Is ESSENTIAL, BUT HAVING EFFECTIVE TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE PERFORMANCE AS WELL. HERE ARE SOME STRATEGIES TO CONSIDER:

- PrRACTICE WITH REAL QUESTIONS: FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE TYPES OF QUESTIONS ON THE SAT BY PRACTICING WITH
OFFICIAL SAT MATERIALS.

- TIME MANAGEMENT: ALLOCATE YOUR TIME WISELY DURING THE TEST. ENSURE YOU HAVE ENOUGH TIME TO ANSWER ALL
QUESTIONS WITHOUT RUSHING.

- PrOCESS OF ELIMINATION: FOR MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, ELIMINATE OBVIOUSLY INCORRECT ANSWERS FIRST TO IMPROVE
YOUR CHANCES OF SELECTING THE CORRECT ONE.

- CAREFUL READING: PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE WORDING OF QUESTIONS AND PASSAGES. SMALL DETAILS CAN CHANGE THE
MEANING SIGNIFICANTLY.

CoNcCLUSION

THE MAY 2021 SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS OFFER CRUCIAL INSIGHTS INTO THE REASONING BEHIND CORRECT ANSWERS,
HELPING STUDENTS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE TEST'S STRUCTURE AND QUESTION TYPES. BY ANALYZING SAMPLE QUESTIONS
ACROSS THE READING, WRITING, AND MATH SECTIONS, STUDENTS CAN DEVELOP A CLEARER GRASP OF THE SKILLS NEEDED FOR
SUCCESS ON THE SAT. ADDITIONALLY, APPLYING TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES WILL FURTHER ENHANCE THEIR READINESS FOR
FUTURE EXAMINATIONS. \WITH DILIGENT PRACTICE AND COMPREHENSION OF THESE EXPLANATIONS, STUDENTS CAN IMPROVE THEIR
PERFORMANCE AND CONFIDENCE ON THE SAT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR FINDING ANSWER EXPLANATIONS FOR THE MAY
2021 SAT?

MANY EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES, SAT PREP BOOKS, AND FORUMS LIKE KHAN ACADEMY, COLLEGE BOARD, AND REDDIT PROVIDE
DETAILED ANSWER EXPLANATIONS FOR THE MAY 2021 SAT.



\W/HY ARE ANSWER EXPLANATIONS IMPORTANT FOR SAT PREPARATION?

ANSWER EXPLANATIONS HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR MISTAKES, CLARIFY CONCEPTS, AND IMPROVE THEIR PROBLEM-
SOLVING STRATEGIES FOR FUTURE TESTS.

How cAN | Access THE ofFICIAL MAY 2021 SAT TEST AND ITS ANSWER
EXPLANATIONS?

THe ofriciAL MAY 2021 SAT TEST CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH THE COLLEGE BOARD'S WEBSITE, WHERE YOU CAN ALSO FIND
ANSWER EXPLANATIONS IN THEIR TEST RESOURCES.

\WHAT TYPES OF QUESTIONS ON THE MAY 2021 SAT HAD THE MOST CHALLENGING
ANS\WER EXPLANATIONS?

MANY STUDENTS FOUND THE MATH PROBLEMS, PARTICULARLY THOSE INVOLVING COMPLEX \WORD PROBLEMS AND DATA
INTERPRETATION, TO HAVE THE MOST CHALLENGING ANS\WER EXPLANATIONS.

ARE THERE ANY VIDEO RESOURCES THAT PROVIDE EXPLANATIONS FOR THE MAY 2021
SAT QUESTIONS?

YES, PLATFORMS LIKE YOUTUBE FEATURE EDUCATORS WHO OFFER VIDEO WALKTHROUGHS AND EXPLANATIONS FOR SPECIFIC
QUESTIONS FROM THE MAY 2021 SAT.

CAN STUDYING THE ANSWER EXPLANATIONS FROM THE MAY 2021 SAT IMPROVE MY
SCORE ON FUTURE SAT TESTS?

YES, REVIEWING ANSWER EXPLANATIONS CAN HELP IDENTIFY PATTERNS IN YOUR MISTAKES AND STRENGTHEN YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF TEST CONCEPTS, POTENTIALLY IMPROVING YOUR SCORE.

\WHAT COMMON MISTAKES SHOULD | LOOK FOR IN THE ANSWER EXPLANATIONS FROM
THE MAY 2021 SAT?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE MISREADING QUESTIONS, OVERLOOKING KEY DETAILS, AND MAKING CALCULATION ERRORS; ANSWER
EXPLANATIONS CAN HIGHLIGHT THESE PITFALLS.

How sHouLD | INTEGRATE THE MAY 2021 SAT ANSWER EXPLANATIONS INTO MY
STUDY ROUTINE?

INTEGRATE ANSWER EXPLANATIONS BY REVIEWING THEM AFTER TAKING PRACTICE TESTS, FOCUSING ON UNDERSTANDING THE
RATIONALE BEHIND EACH ANSWER, AND APPLYING THOSE LESSONS TO NEW PRACTICE PROBLEMS.
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