
maths word problems year 6
Maths word problems year 6 are an essential component of the mathematics curriculum for sixth
graders. In this stage of education, students are expected to apply their knowledge of mathematical
concepts to solve real-life problems. This article will explore the various types of maths word
problems that are typically encountered in year 6, the strategies for solving them, examples of
problems, and tips for both students and parents to enhance understanding and performance.

Understanding Maths Word Problems

Maths word problems are scenarios presented in text form that require students to extract the
relevant information and apply mathematical operations to find a solution. These problems often
mimic real-life situations, making them an essential tool for developing critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Types of Maths Word Problems

There are several categories of maths word problems that sixth graders may encounter.
Understanding these categories can help students identify the type of problem they are dealing with
and the best approach to solving it.

1. Addition and Subtraction Problems
- These problems require students to combine or separate quantities.
- Example: "Sarah has 45 apples. She gives 12 to her friend. How many apples does she have left?"

2. Multiplication and Division Problems
- These involve scaling quantities or splitting them into equal parts.
- Example: "A box can hold 24 chocolates. How many boxes are needed for 120 chocolates?"

3. Fractions and Decimals
- Problems may involve adding, subtracting, multiplying, or dividing fractions and decimals.
- Example: "If a cake is cut into 8 equal pieces and 3 pieces are eaten, what fraction of the cake is
left?"

4. Measurement Problems
- These problems involve calculating length, weight, volume, or time.
- Example: "A bottle can hold 2 liters of water. How many bottles are needed to hold 10 liters?"

5. Percentage Problems
- These problems require calculating a percentage of a given quantity.
- Example: "If a shirt costs $40 and is on sale for 25% off, how much do you pay for the shirt?"

6. Geometry Problems
- These may involve calculating area, perimeter, or volume of shapes.
- Example: "What is the area of a rectangle that is 5 meters long and 3 meters wide?"



7. Ratio and Proportion Problems
- These problems involve comparing quantities and finding equivalent ratios.
- Example: "In a recipe, the ratio of sugar to flour is 1:4. If you use 2 cups of sugar, how much flour
do you need?"

Strategies for Solving Maths Word Problems

To effectively tackle maths word problems, students can employ several strategies that make the
process more manageable:

1. Read the Problem Carefully
- Students should read the problem multiple times to understand what is being asked. Highlighting
or underlining key information can help.

2. Identify the Relevant Information
- Extract numbers, units, and keywords that indicate the mathematical operations required. For
instance, words like "total," "left," "each," and "how many" can guide students in determining what
calculations to perform.

3. Visualize the Problem
- Drawing a diagram or a picture can help students conceptualize the problem, especially in
geometry and measurement problems.

4. Write an Equation
- Translating the words into a mathematical equation can clarify the relationships between the
numbers. For example, in "Tom has 15 marbles, and he buys 10 more," students can write the
equation as 15 + 10.

5. Solve the Equation
- Perform the required calculations step by step, ensuring that each step is logical and accurate.

6. Check the Answer
- After arriving at a solution, students should revisit the original problem to ensure that their answer
makes sense in the context of the question.

Examples of Year 6 Maths Word Problems

To illustrate the various types of maths word problems, here are some examples along with their
solutions:

1. Addition Problem
- Problem: "If there are 120 students in a school and 45 more students enroll, how many students
are there now?"
- Solution: 120 + 45 = 165 students.

2. Subtraction Problem



- Problem: "A farmer has 200 chickens. If 87 chickens are sold, how many chickens does the farmer
have left?"
- Solution: 200 - 87 = 113 chickens.

3. Multiplication Problem
- Problem: "Each packet contains 12 cookies. If there are 9 packets, how many cookies are there in
total?"
- Solution: 12 x 9 = 108 cookies.

4. Division Problem
- Problem: "A teacher wants to divide 48 pencils among 8 students. How many pencils will each
student receive?"
- Solution: 48 ÷ 8 = 6 pencils per student.

5. Fraction Problem
- Problem: "Emma has a pizza cut into 8 slices. If she eats 3 slices, what fraction of the pizza is left?"
- Solution: 8 - 3 = 5 slices left; 5/8 of the pizza remains.

6. Percentage Problem
- Problem: "A book costs $20, but there is a 10% discount. How much do you pay after the discount?"
- Solution: 10% of $20 = $2; $20 - $2 = $18.

Tips for Success in Maths Word Problems

To excel in solving maths word problems, both students and parents can adopt the following
practices:

1. Practice Regularly
- Regular practice with a variety of problems enhances proficiency. Parents can create worksheets or
use online resources for practice.

2. Encourage a Positive Mindset
- Developing a positive attitude toward math can significantly affect performance. Encouragement
and support from parents can boost confidence.

3. Utilize Real-Life Scenarios
- Involve students in real-life situations that require math, such as shopping, cooking, or budgeting,
to show the practical application of their skills.

4. Group Study
- Studying with peers can provide different perspectives on problem-solving and foster collaborative
learning.

5. Seek Help When Needed
- If a student struggles with a particular concept, it is essential to seek help from teachers, tutors, or
educational resources.



Conclusion

In conclusion, maths word problems year 6 are critical for developing students' mathematical
reasoning and problem-solving skills. By understanding the types of problems, employing effective
strategies for solving them, and practicing regularly, students can enhance their confidence and
ability in mathematics. Parents play a vital role in supporting their children through encouragement,
practice, and real-life applications. As students become proficient in solving these problems, they
will not only excel academically but also gain skills that are invaluable in everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

A farmer has 120 apples. He sells them in bags of 8 apples
each. How many bags can he fill?
15 bags

There are 24 students in a class. If they are divided into
groups of 6, how many groups will there be?
4 groups

Emma has 45 marbles. She gives 9 marbles to each of her 3
friends. How many marbles does she have left?
18 marbles

A book has 300 pages. If a student reads 25 pages each day,
how many days will it take to finish the book?
12 days

A pizza is cut into 12 slices. If John eats 3 slices and Sarah
eats 5, how many slices are left?
4 slices

A car travels 60 kilometers in 1 hour. How far will it travel in 4
hours at the same speed?
240 kilometers



If a pencil costs $1.50 and you buy 4 pencils, how much do you
spend in total?
$6.00

A rectangle has a length of 10 cm and a width of 5 cm. What is
its area?
50 cm²

If you have 5 packs of stickers and each pack contains 20
stickers, how many stickers do you have in total?
100 stickers

A train leaves the station at 3 PM and arrives at its destination
at 5:30 PM. How long is the journey?
2 hours and 30 minutes
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