maths tricky questions and answers

Maths tricky questions and answers are not just a test of your mathematical skills but also a way
to engage your problem-solving abilities and critical thinking. These questions often require you to
look beyond the obvious and think creatively to arrive at the correct answer. In this article, we will
explore various categories of tricky math questions, provide detailed explanations for each, and help
you sharpen your math skills while having fun.

Understanding Tricky Math Questions

Tricky math questions can come in various forms, including word problems, riddles, and puzzles. They
often involve a twist that makes the question more challenging than it appears at first glance. Here
are some key aspects to consider:

Why Are They Important?

1. Enhance Problem-Solving Skills: These questions push you to think critically and analyze problems
from different angles.

2. Prepare for Exams: Many standardized tests include tricky questions that require careful reading
and understanding.

3. Boost Confidence: Solving challenging questions can increase your self-esteem and confidence in
your math abilities.

Types of Tricky Math Questions

1. Word Problems: These require interpreting a narrative to extract mathematical information.
2. Riddles: Often presented in a playful manner, these questions can disquise mathematical
operations.

3. Logical Puzzles: These involve sequences, patterns, or relationships that require deductive
reasoning.

Examples of Tricky Math Questions

To help you understand the different types of tricky math questions, let’s explore some examples
along with their answers and explanations.

1. The Classic River Crossing Problem

A farmer needs to get a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage across a river. He can only take one at a time in



his boat. If he leaves the wolf alone with the goat, the wolf will eat the goat. If he leaves the goat
alone with the cabbage, the goat will eat the cabbage. How can he get all three across safely?

Answer:

1. Take the goat across first and leave it on the other side.

2. Go back and take the wolf across.

3. Leave the wolf on the other side, but take the goat back with you.
4. Leave the goat and take the cabbage across.

5. Leave the cabbage with the wolf and go back to get the goat.

6. Bring the goat across.

This way, all three make it across without any being eaten.

2. The Train and the Tunnel

A train leaves a station and travels at a speed of 60 miles per hour. A tunnel is 1 mile long. How long
will it take for the entire train to pass through the tunnel?

Answer:

The train needs to completely enter and exit the tunnel. First, we need to know the length of the train
(let's say it's 1 mile long). To pass through the tunnel, the front of the train must travel 1 mile to
reach the entrance and then another mile to exit the tunnel completely. Thus, the total distance is 2
miles.

Time = Distance / Speed = 2 miles / 60 mph = 1/30 hours or 2 minutes.

3. The Age Riddle

Three people are in a room. The sum of their ages is 66. The oldest person is twice as old as the
youngest, and the middle person is 6 years older than the youngest. How old is each person?

Answer:

Let the age of the youngest person be x.
- The oldest is 2x.

- The middle person is x + 6.

Setting up the equation:
X+ 2Xx+ (x+ 6) =66
4x + 6 = 66

4x = 60

x = 15.

Thus:

- Youngest: 15 years

- Middle: 21 years (15 + 6)
- Oldest: 30 years (2 15)



How to Approach Tricky Math Questions

To tackle tricky math questions effectively, consider the following strategies:

1. Read Carefully

Make sure to read the question multiple times. Pay attention to every detail, as the phrasing can often
contain crucial hints or misdirections.

2. Break It Down

Break the problem into smaller, manageable parts. This can help you focus on one aspect of the
guestion at a time.

3. Visualize the Problem

Sometimes drawing a diagram or a chart can help you see the relationships and patterns within the
problem.

4. Look for Patterns

Many tricky questions are based on patterns or established mathematical principles. Identify these to
simplify your calculations.

Practice Makes Perfect

To become proficient at solving tricky math questions, practice is essential. Here are some ways to
enhance your skills:

1. Online Quizzes

There are numerous websites and apps that offer quizzes focusing on tricky math questions. These
can provide you with valuable practice.

2. Join Study Groups



Working with others can expose you to different problem-solving techniques. You can learn from your
peers and share strategies.

3. Engage in Math Games

Math games can make learning fun and help you develop a love for the subject. Look for games that
focus on logic and problem-solving.

Conclusion

Maths tricky questions and answers serve as an excellent way to enhance your mathematical
thinking and problem-solving skills. By practicing various types of tricky questions, you can improve
your ability to think critically and creatively in mathematics. Whether you're preparing for exams or
simply looking to challenge yourself, these questions can provide both enjoyment and education.
Remember, the key to mastering tricky math questions is patience and practice. Happy problem-
solving!

Frequently Asked Questions

If two's company and three's a crowd, what are four and five?

Nine.

What number do you get when you multiply all the numbers
on a phone number keypad?

Zero.

A farmer has 17 sheep. All but 9 die. How many are left?
9.

If you have a bowl with six apples and you take away four,
how many do you have?

Four.

If a rooster lays an egg on the top of a barn, which way will it
roll?

Roosters don't lay eggs.



How many times can you subtract 5 from 25?

Once, because after that you're subtracting 5 from 20.

What is half of two plus two?
3 (Half of 2 is 1, plus 2 equals 3).

If a train leaves the station traveling at 60 miles per hour and
another train leaves the same station traveling at 90 miles
per hour, what time will it be when they meet?

It depends on the time they left, but they will meet at the same time.
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