
maths riddles and puzzles with answers
Maths riddles and puzzles have long fascinated individuals of all ages, serving as engaging
challenges that stimulate critical thinking, logical reasoning, and problem-solving skills. These
intriguing conundrums often blend creativity and mathematics, making them an enjoyable way to
sharpen one's mental acuity. In this article, we will explore a variety of maths riddles and puzzles,
providing answers and explanations to help you fully appreciate the beauty of mathematical thinking.

Why Engage with Maths Riddles and Puzzles?

Maths riddles and puzzles offer numerous benefits, including:

Enhancing Problem-Solving Skills: Engaging with riddles encourages individuals to
approach problems from different angles.

Boosting Logical Thinking: Many puzzles require a logical sequence of steps to arrive at the
solution, fostering analytical thinking.

Improving Numerical Skills: Regular practice with maths puzzles can enhance arithmetic
skills and number sense.

Encouraging Creativity: Some riddles require out-of-the-box thinking, promoting creativity in
problem-solving.

Classic Maths Riddles

Below are some classic maths riddles that have stood the test of time, along with their answers and
explanations.

Riddle 1: The Missing Dollar

Three friends check into a hotel room that costs $30. They each contribute $10. Later, the hotel
manager realizes that the room is only $25 and gives $5 to the bellboy to return to the friends. The
bellboy, however, keeps $2 for himself and gives $1 back to each friend. Now, each friend has paid $9
(totaling $27), and the bellboy has $2, which sums to $29. What happened to the missing dollar?

Answer: There is no missing dollar. The confusion arises from the incorrect addition of $27 (the
amount the friends paid) and $2 (the bellboy's tip). The correct breakdown is:
- Friends paid: $27
- Hotel received: $25
- Bellboy kept: $2



Thus, $25 + $2 = $27, which accounts for all the money.

Riddle 2: The Two Trains

Two trains are 100 miles apart and head toward each other. Train A travels at 20 miles per hour, while
Train B travels at 30 miles per hour. How long will it take for the two trains to meet?

Answer: The combined speed of the two trains is 20 mph + 30 mph = 50 mph. To find the time until
they meet, use the formula:
\[ \text{Time} = \frac{\text{Distance}}{\text{Speed}} = \frac{100 \text{ miles}}{50 \text{ mph}}
= 2 \text{ hours}. \]

Challenging Maths Puzzles

For those looking for a more difficult challenge, here are some maths puzzles that require deeper
thinking.

Puzzle 1: The Age Riddle

A father is three times as old as his son. In 15 years, he will be twice as old as his son. How old are
they now?

Answer: Let the son’s current age be \( x \). Then, the father’s age is \( 3x \). In 15 years, the son will
be \( x + 15 \), and the father will be \( 3x + 15 \). Setting up the equation based on the future ages:
\[ 3x + 15 = 2(x + 15) \]
\[ 3x + 15 = 2x + 30 \]
\[ 3x - 2x = 30 - 15 \]
\[ x = 15. \]
Thus, the son is currently 15 years old, and the father is \( 3 \times 15 = 45 \) years old.

Puzzle 2: The River Crossing

A farmer needs to cross a river with a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage. He has a boat but can only take
one of the three at a time. If left alone, the wolf will eat the goat, and the goat will eat the cabbage.
How can the farmer get all three across the river safely?

Answer: The farmer can follow these steps:
1. Take the goat across the river and leave it on the other side.
2. Return alone to the original side.
3. Take the cabbage across the river.
4. Leave the cabbage on the other side, but take the goat back with him to the original side.
5. Leave the goat on the original side and take the wolf across the river.
6. Leave the wolf with the cabbage on the other side and return alone to the original side.



7. Finally, take the goat across the river.

By following these steps, none of the items get eaten.

Fun Maths Riddles for All Ages

Maths riddles can be enjoyed by people of all ages. Here are some fun riddles that are suitable for
children and adults alike.

Riddle 1: The Number Riddle

I am an odd number. Take away one letter, and I become even. What number am I?

Answer: The number is seven. Remove the 's', and you get 'even'.

Riddle 2: The Digit Puzzle

What three positive numbers give the same result when multiplied and added together?

Answer: The numbers are 1, 2, and 3.
- \( 1 + 2 + 3 = 6 \)
- \( 1 \times 2 \times 3 = 6 \)

Conclusion

Maths riddles and puzzles are an excellent way to engage your mind and develop essential skills in
problem-solving and logical reasoning. Whether you are a student seeking to enhance your
mathematical abilities or an adult looking for stimulating challenges, these riddles offer something for
everyone. By practicing regularly, not only do you cultivate your mathematical prowess, but you also
enjoy the playful side of mathematics. So, gather your friends or challenge yourself, and see how
many of these riddles you can solve!

Frequently Asked Questions

What has keys but can't open locks?
A piano.



I am a three-digit number. My tens digit is five more than my
ones digit, and my hundreds digit is eight less than my tens
digit. What number am I?
194.

If two's company and three's a crowd, what are four and five?
Nine.

A farmer has 17 sheep, and all but 9 die. How many are left?
9 sheep.

What is the smallest whole number that is divisible by 2, 3, 4,
5, and 6?
60.

If you multiply this number by any other number, the answer
will always be the same. What number is it?
Zero.

I am an odd number. Take away one letter and I become even.
What number am I?
Seven.

How many times can you subtract 5 from 25?
Once, because after that you are subtracting 5 from 20.

You have a 2-liter jug and a 5-liter jug. How can you measure
out exactly 3 liters?
Fill the 5-liter jug and then pour it into the 2-liter jug until it's full, leaving exactly 3 liters in the 5-liter
jug.

What can you add to 8 to get 12?
4.
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