mass effect paragon guide

Mass Effect Paragon Guide: Navigating the intricate moral choices and complex relationships in the
Mass Effect universe can be both daunting and rewarding. In the Mass Effect series, players take on
the role of Commander Shepard, a customizable character who must navigate a galaxy filled with
diverse species, political intrigue, and moral dilemmas. The choices you make as Shepard can lead to
varying outcomes, affecting not only the story but also your relationships with other characters and
your overall playstyle. This guide aims to provide aspiring Paragon players with essential strategies,
tips, and insights to help them achieve the best possible outcomes in their journey through the Mass
Effect universe.

The Basics of the Paragon System

Understanding Paragon vs. Renegade

The Paragon and Renegade systems are fundamental to the Mass Effect series, representing two
distinct moral paths for Commander Shepard.

- Paragon: This path emphasizes empathy, diplomacy, and altruism. Players who pursue a Paragon
route often find non-violent solutions to conflicts, promote unity among species, and prioritize the
greater good over personal gain.

- Renegade: In contrast, the Renegade path embodies ruthlessness and pragmatism. Players may
resort to intimidation, coercive tactics, and aggressive actions to achieve their goals.

Each choice made throughout the game will contribute to your Paragon or Renegade score,
influencing character interactions and narrative outcomes.

Building Your Paragon Score

To maximize your Paragon score, consider the following strategies:

1. Choose Dialogue Options Wisely:

- Always look for the blue dialogue options, which typically represent Paragon choices. These options
often lead to more favorable outcomes for NPCs and can help resolve conflicts peacefully.

- When faced with moral dilemmas, prioritize options that reflect compassion and understanding.

2. Complete Side Quests:

- Many side quests in Mass Effect provide opportunities to help characters in need. Completing these
quests not only boosts your Paragon score but also enriches your understanding of the game’s lore.

- Look for quests that involve saving individuals, resolving disputes, or aiding communities.

3. Develop Relationships with Crew Members:

- Building strong relationships with your crew can unlock unique storylines and dialogue options.
Engage in conversations, offer support, and make choices that align with their values.

- Participate in loyalty missions, which serve to strengthen your bond with each character and often



lead to impactful Paragon moments.

4. Avoid Unnecessary Violence:

- While combat is an integral part of the game, seek non-violent resolutions where possible. Use
dialogue to negotiate or persuade enemies to stand down.

- Consider using non-lethal abilities in combat scenarios to minimize harm to foes.

Character Interaction and Relationships

The Importance of Relationships

In Mass Effect, relationships with other characters can heavily influence your Paragon journey.
Positive interactions not only elevate your Paragon score but also can lead to romantic relationships,
critical narrative developments, and unique character arcs.

1. Romantic Relationships:

- Engaging in romantic relationships with crew members can deepen your connection to the story
and enhance your Paragon score. Each character has specific preferences, so choose your romantic
interest carefully.

- Consider characters like Liara T'Soni or Tali'Zorah, who are more inclined towards Paragon
choices.

2. Supporting Your Crew:

- Make time to talk with your crew on the Normandy. Show empathy and support during their
personal struggles, and they will respond positively.

- Participate in key moments that require moral support, such as helping in moments of grief or
conflict.

Key Characters to Focus On

Certain characters can significantly impact your Paragon journey. Here are a few to prioritize:

- Garrus Vakarian: A former C-Sec officer, Garrus's loyalty mission revolves around seeking justice.
Helping him achieve his goals can enhance your Paragon score.

- Tali'Zorah nar Rayya: As a Quarian, Tali faces prejudice and challenges that can be alleviated
through your support. Her loyalty mission involves critical choices that can affect the Quarian
people's fate.

- Liara T'Soni: An Asari scientist with a deep understanding of Prothean technology, Liara’s loyalty
mission deals with themes of redemption and sacrifice.

Decisions That Matter



Critical Paragon Decisions in the Story

Throughout your playthrough, there will be moments where your choices can lead to drastic
consequences. Here are some of the most pivotal decisions to focus on:

1. The Rachni Queen (Mass Effect 1):
- Deciding whether to save or kill the Rachni Queen can have lasting repercussions throughout the
series. Choosing to save her can lead to a powerful ally in Mass Effect 3.

2. The Fate of the Council (Mass Effect 1):
- During the climax of the first game, you can choose to save the Council or let them die. Saving
them greatly enhances your Paragon score and strengthens inter-species relationships.

3. The Genophage Cure (Mass Effect 3):
- The decision about whether to cure the Genophage is one of the most significant moral choices.
Opting to pursue a cure demonstrates compassion towards the Krogan and can foster a new alliance.

Consequences of Your Choices

Every decision in Mass Effect has consequences, both immediate and long-term.

- Character Survival: Choices can directly impact the survival of your crew. Strong Paragon choices
often lead to saving lives, while Renegade choices may result in tragic outcomes.

- Galactic Readiness: Your Paragon score can influence the readiness of your allies in the final
conflict. A higher score generally correlates with stronger alliances and greater support during
critical missions.

Utilizing Resources for a Better Experience

Useful Tools and Resources

To enhance your Paragon journey, consider using the following resources:

1. Mass Effect Wiki: A comprehensive resource for lore, mission guides, and character backgrounds.
2. Walkthroughs and Guides: Various online guides can provide insights into specific missions and
their potential outcomes based on your choices.

3. Community Forums: Engaging with the Mass Effect community can lead to valuable tips and
shared experiences from other players.

Replayability Factor
One of the most rewarding aspects of the Mass Effect series is its replayability. The various

outcomes based on your choices encourage players to explore different paths.

- New Game Plus: After completing the game, consider starting a New Game Plus with your
character. This allows you to carry over your levels and equipment while making different choices to



see how the story changes.

- Exploration of Renegade Choices: If you're heavily invested in the Paragon path, it may be
enlightening to explore a Renegade playthrough to witness the alternate storylines and character
interactions.

Conclusion

The Mass Effect Paragon Guide serves as a roadmap for players seeking to navigate the rich moral
landscape of the Mass Effect universe. By understanding the importance of choices, fostering
relationships, and making decisions that align with compassion and empathy, players can shape a
heroic narrative that reflects the best of Commander Shepard. Remember, every choice matters, and
your journey as a Paragon will not only affect your story but also leave a lasting impact on the
galaxy. Happy gaming, and may your path be filled with honor and virtue!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mass Effect Paragon guide primarily about?

The Mass Effect Paragon guide provides strategies, tips, and walkthroughs to help players maximize
their Paragon points and make choices that favor the heroic and altruistic path in the Mass Effect
series.

How can players earn more Paragon points in Mass Effect?

Players can earn more Paragon points by making moral choices that favor compassion, helping
others, and resolving conflicts peacefully throughout the game.

Are there specific missions in Mass Effect that yield higher
Paragon points?

Yes, certain missions and side quests are designed to reward players with significant Paragon points,
particularly those that involve saving lives or choosing non-violent solutions.

What are the consequences of focusing too much on Paragon
choices?

Focusing too much on Paragon choices can lead to missed opportunities for Renegade points, which
can affect character relationships and available dialogue options in critical moments.

Can players reset their Paragon/Renegade points in Mass
Effect?

No, players cannot reset their Paragon or Renegade points once allocated; however, they can
influence their standing through their choices in ongoing gameplay.



Is it possible to achieve a perfect Paragon score in Mass
Effect?

While players can aim for a high Paragon score, achieving a perfect score is challenging due to the
complexity of choices and the need to balance between Paragon and Renegade options.
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