mary did you know piano chords

Mary Did You Know Piano Chords are a beautiful and evocative part of a beloved
Christmas song that invites listeners to reflect on the significance of the birth of Jesus
Christ. This song, originally written by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene in 1991, has become
a modern classic and is performed by many artists, including the likes of Pentatonix, Carrie
Underwood, and Michael English. The lyrics pose thought-provoking questions to Mary, the
mother of Jesus, about the profound impact her child would have on the world. For those
who wish to accompany this touching piece on the piano, understanding the chords and
their progression is essential. In this article, we will delve into the piano chords for "Mary
Did You Know," explore tips for playing the song, and discuss its thematic significance.

Understanding the Chords

To play "Mary Did You Know" on the piano, you will need to familiarize yourself with the
basic chords that form the foundation of the song. The chords primarily revolve around the
key of G major, making it accessible for pianists at various skill levels.

Chords Used in the Song

Here are the main chords used in "Mary Did You Know":

. G Major (G)
. C Major (C)
. D Major (D)
. Em (E minor)
5. Am (A minor)
6. Bm (B minor)
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These chords will allow you to play the majority of the song, though you may encounter a
few variations and transitions that add depth to your performance.

Chord Progressions

The chord progression in "Mary Did You Know" is relatively simple, making it an ideal piece
for beginners. Here's a breakdown of the chord progression for the verses and chorus:

- Verse Progression:
-G-C-G-D
-G-C-G-D
-Em-C-G-D
-Em-C-G-D

- Chorus Progression:



-C-G-D-Em
-C-G-D-G

These sequences will repeat throughout the song, allowing you to focus on your timing and
expression.

Playing Tips

Practice Regularly

To master "Mary Did You Know," it’s essential to practice the chords regularly. Here are
some tips to help you improve:

- Slow it Down: Begin by playing the chords slowly. This will help you build muscle memory
and ensure that you can transition smoothly between chords.

- Use a Metronome: Practice with a metronome to develop your timing. Start at a slower
tempo and gradually increase the speed as you gain confidence.

- Listen to the Song: Familiarize yourself with the melody and the flow of the song by
listening to various renditions. This will help you understand how to interpret the chords in
context.

Focus on Dynamics

"Mary Did You Know" is a song full of emotion. To convey this in your playing, focus on
dynamics:

- Piano vs. Forte: Use softer dynamics (piano) during the verses to create an intimate feel
and increase the volume (forte) in the chorus to emphasize the emotional climax.

- Pedal Use: Experiment with the sustain pedal to create a smooth sound. Press the pedal
down while playing chords and release it when transitioning to new chords.

Incorporate Arpeggios

Instead of playing the chords in a block style, consider using arpeggios to add texture to
your performance:

- Basic Arpeggios: Play the notes of each chord individually, from the lowest note to the
highest, and vice versa.

- Broken Chords: Break the chords into two or three notes and mix them up to create a
more intricate sound.



Sheet Music and Resources

If you're looking for sheet music for "Mary Did You Know," there are many resources
available online. Here are a few options to consider:

1. Music Websites: Websites like MusicNotes and Sheet Music Plus offer downloadable sheet
music for various arrangements of the song.

2. YouTube Tutorials: There are numerous piano tutorials available on YouTube that walk
you through the chords and provide tips for playing.

3. Piano Apps: Consider using piano learning apps like Flowkey or Simply Piano, which often
include popular songs and provide interactive lessons.

Thematic Significance of "Mary Did You Know"

Beyond its musical composition, "Mary Did You Know" carries rich thematic elements that
resonate with many listeners. The song invites reflection on the identity of Jesus and the
role of Mary as his mother. Let’s explore some key themes:

The Mother’s Perspective

The song poignantly captures the perspective of Mary, emphasizing her unique position as
the mother of the Messiah. It raises questions about her awareness of the monumental
events that would unfold through her son’s life:

- Awareness of His Future: The lyrics suggest that Mary may not fully comprehend the
significance of her child, creating a sense of vulnerability and humility.

- Universal Themes of Motherhood: By focusing on Mary, the song touches on universal
themes of motherhood, love, and sacrifice.

Faith and Hope

"Mary Did You Know" also embodies themes of faith and hope:

- Belief in the Divine Plan: The song reflects a deep faith in God’s plan, highlighting the
belief that Jesus would be a source of salvation for humanity.

- Hope for the Future: The questions posed to Mary evoke a sense of hope, suggesting that
despite the challenges and uncertainties, there is a divine purpose at work.

Christmas Reflection

As a Christmas song, "Mary Did You Know" encourages listeners to pause and reflect on the
true meaning of the holiday season:



- Spiritual Reflection: It invites individuals to contemplate the birth of Christ and its
significance in their own lives.

- Connection to Tradition: The song has become a staple in Christmas performances,
connecting generations through its emotional resonance and powerful message.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Mary Did You Know" is a beautiful and meaningful song that combines
simple yet powerful piano chords with profound themes of motherhood, faith, and hope. By
practicing the chords and understanding the song's emotional depth, pianists can create a
moving performance that resonates with audiences. Whether you are a beginner or an
experienced player, taking the time to learn this song will enrich your musical repertoire
and enhance your appreciation for the Christmas season. So, gather your sheet music, take
a seat at the piano, and let the haunting melody of "Mary Did You Know" fill the air with its
timeless message.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'Mary Did You
Know'?

The basic chords for '‘Mary Did You Know' include G, Em, C, and D.

Are there any beginner-friendly tutorials for playing
‘Mary Did You Know' on piano?

Yes, there are many beginner tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that walk
through the chords and melody step-by-step.

What key is 'Mary Did You Know' typically played in?

'Mary Did You Know' is often played in the key of G major.

Can | find sheet music for 'Mary Did You Know' with
piano chords?

Yes, sheet music with piano chords can be found on music sheet websites like Musicnotes
or Sheet Music Plus.

Is 'Mary Did You Know' suitable for intermediate piano
players?

Yes, 'Mary Did You Know' can be a great piece for intermediate players to practice
dynamics and expression.



What is the strumming pattern for '‘Mary Did You Know'
if played on piano?

Instead of a strumming pattern, focus on playing the chords in a flowing, legato style to
match the song's emotional tone.

Are there any apps that can help me learn 'Mary Did
You Know' on piano?

Yes, apps like Simply Piano and Flowkey offer lessons that may include 'Mary Did You Know'
as part of their song library.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when playing
‘Mary Did You Know' on piano?

Common mistakes include rushing through the tempo and not paying attention to the
dynamics; take your time to express the song's emotion.
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