
marlin guide gun 45 70
Marlin Guide Gun 45-70 is a powerful lever-action rifle that has garnered significant
attention among hunting enthusiasts and firearm collectors alike. Renowned for its
reliability, versatility, and rugged design, the Marlin 45-70 Guide Gun is specifically
engineered for big game hunting and is particularly effective for use in dense woods and
challenging terrains. This article will delve into the features, history, and performance of
the Marlin Guide Gun 45-70, as well as provide tips for potential buyers and users.

History of the Marlin Guide Gun

The Marlin Guide Gun is part of the Marlin Firearms Company’s long legacy, which dates
back to 1870. The 45-70 cartridge itself was introduced in 1873 for the U.S. Army and has
since become a favorite among hunters for its stopping power and versatility. The Guide
Gun was developed to meet the needs of hunters who required a compact, lightweight rifle
that could perform reliably in the field.

Key Features of the Marlin Guide Gun 45-70

The Marlin Guide Gun 45-70 is a standout firearm that offers a variety of features tailored
for exceptional performance:

1. Caliber and Cartridge: The rifle is chambered in .45-70 Government, a cartridge that is
known for its powerful ballistics and ability to take down large game, including bears,
moose, and elk.

2. Lever-Action Mechanism: The lever-action design allows for quick follow-up shots,
making it an ideal choice for hunters in situations where rapid firing is necessary.

3. Barrel Length: The Marlin Guide Gun typically features a 18.5-inch barrel, which
contributes to its compact size and maneuverability in the field.

4. Weight and Balance: Weighing around 7.5 pounds, the rifle strikes a balance between
portability and stability, making it easy to carry during long hunts without sacrificing
shooting accuracy.

5. Sights: The Guide Gun often comes with adjustable rear sights and a front sight post,
allowing users to make quick adjustments based on their shooting conditions.

6. Stock and Finish: The rifle is usually equipped with a sturdy hardwood stock and a
blued steel finish, combining durability with a classic aesthetic appeal.



Performance and Accuracy

The performance of the Marlin Guide Gun 45-70 is one of its most compelling attributes.
The rifle excels in various conditions, making it a preferred choice for many hunters.

Ballistics and Stopping Power

The .45-70 cartridge is known for its impressive ballistics, which can deliver significant
stopping power. Here are some of the performance characteristics:

- Muzzle Velocity: Depending on the load, the muzzle velocity can range from 1,300 to
2,000 feet per second.
- Energy: The energy delivered at the muzzle can exceed 2,000 foot-pounds, making it
suitable for large game.
- Trajectory: The trajectory is relatively flat, but shooters must consider bullet drop at
longer ranges.

The combination of these factors makes the Marlin 45-70 Guide Gun a formidable option
for hunters seeking reliability and performance.

Accuracy

When it comes to accuracy, the Marlin Guide Gun does not disappoint. Factors
contributing to its accuracy include:

- Rifled Barrel: The rifling inside the barrel is designed to stabilize the bullet and improve
accuracy over longer distances.
- Sighting System: The adjustable sights allow for precise targeting depending on the
shooting scenario.
- User Comfort: The design of the stock ensures that shooters can maintain a stable grip,
enhancing overall shooting performance.

Uses and Applications

The Marlin Guide Gun 45-70 is versatile enough for various applications, making it a
popular choice among different types of shooters.

Big Game Hunting

The primary application for the Marlin Guide Gun is big game hunting. Hunters often
choose this rifle for:



- Bear Hunting: The stopping power of the .45-70 cartridge is ideal for bear encounters in
dense forests.
- Moose and Elk: The rifle’s accuracy and power make it suitable for taking down large
ungulates.
- Wild Boar: The Marlin Guide Gun is effective for hunting wild boar, which can be tough
and aggressive.

Recreational Shooting

In addition to hunting, many firearm enthusiasts enjoy using the Marlin Guide Gun for
recreational shooting. Its lever-action mechanism offers a unique shooting experience that
differs from bolt-action and semi-automatic rifles.

Maintenance and Care

To ensure the longevity and performance of your Marlin Guide Gun 45-70, proper
maintenance and care are essential.

Cleaning the Rifle

Regular cleaning is vital to prevent rust and ensure smooth operation. Here are steps to
follow:

1. Disassemble: Carefully disassemble the rifle according to the manufacturer’s
instructions.
2. Clean the Barrel: Use a cleaning rod and patches soaked in solvent to remove fouling
from the barrel.
3. Wipe Down Metal Parts: Use a cloth to wipe down all metal surfaces and apply a light
coat of gun oil to prevent rust.
4. Check the Action: Ensure the lever and other moving parts are lubricated to maintain
smooth operation.

Storage Tips

When not in use, store the Marlin Guide Gun in a safe, dry place. Consider using the
following tips:

- Gun Safe: Store the rifle in a secure gun safe to prevent unauthorized access.
- Humidity Control: Use silica gel packs or dehumidifiers to control moisture levels in the
storage area.
- Protective Cases: Consider investing in a quality gun case for transport and protection
against the elements.



Buying Considerations

If you're considering purchasing a Marlin Guide Gun 45-70, keep the following factors in
mind:

- New vs. Used: Evaluate whether you want a new rifle or if a used one fits your budget.
Inspect used rifles for any signs of wear or damage.
- Accessories: Consider purchasing additional accessories such as a scope, sling, or
ammunition to enhance your hunting experience.
- Local Laws: Ensure that you comply with local and state regulations regarding firearm
purchases and ownership.

Conclusion

The Marlin Guide Gun 45-70 stands out as a reliable, powerful, and versatile rifle that
caters to the needs of both hunters and recreational shooters. With its rich history,
impressive performance, and ease of maintenance, it is a worthy investment for anyone
serious about big game hunting. Whether you're navigating dense forests or tackling open
terrains, the Marlin Guide Gun ensures that you are well-equipped for your next hunting
adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Marlin Guide Gun in .45-70 Government
primarily designed for?
The Marlin Guide Gun in .45-70 Government is primarily designed for hunting large game,
such as bears and moose, due to its powerful cartridge and compact design.

What are the key features of the Marlin Guide Gun in
.45-70?
Key features of the Marlin Guide Gun in .45-70 include a short barrel for maneuverability,
a robust lever-action mechanism, a sturdy walnut stock, and the ability to handle heavy
recoil.

How does the .45-70 Government cartridge perform in
terms of ballistics?
The .45-70 Government cartridge offers excellent ballistics for short to medium-range
shooting, with a flat trajectory and significant stopping power, making it effective for large
game hunting.



What are common uses for the Marlin Guide Gun aside
from hunting?
Aside from hunting, the Marlin Guide Gun is also used for sport shooting and collecting
due to its classic design and historical significance in American firearms.

Is the Marlin Guide Gun in .45-70 suitable for
beginners?
While the Marlin Guide Gun can be used by beginners, it is recommended that new
shooters have some experience with firearms due to the heavy recoil and power of the
.45-70 cartridge.
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