
marie clay running record sheet

Marie Clay running record sheet is an essential tool for educators and literacy professionals who seek to
assess and understand students' reading abilities. Developed by New Zealand educator Marie Clay, this running
record system provides a comprehensive method for collecting data on a student's reading performance. It plays
a vital role in guiding instruction and tailoring interventions to meet each learner's unique needs. In this article,
we will explore the components and significance of the Marie Clay running record sheet, how to effectively use
it, and its impact on literacy development.

What is a Marie Clay Running Record Sheet?

The Marie Clay running record sheet is a structured way to document a child’s reading behaviors during a one-
on-one reading session. It captures various aspects of the reading process, including:

Accuracy of word recognition

Fluency and expression

Comprehension and understanding

Self-correction strategies

This record sheet allows educators to evaluate how well a student reads aloud from a given text while
simultaneously noting any errors, self-corrections, and the overall ease or difficulty of the reading experience.

Components of the Marie Clay Running Record Sheet

A typical Marie Clay running record sheet includes several key components that aid in the assessment process.
Understanding these elements is crucial for effectively utilizing the sheet.

1. Student Information

At the top of the record sheet, educators will find a section dedicated to student information, such as:

Name of the student

Date of assessment

Grade level

Title of the text read

This information helps in organizing records and tracking progress over time.



2. Text Information

This section provides details about the reading material, including:

Text level or difficulty

Length of the text

Genre (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, etc.)

Understanding the text's properties allows educators to assess whether the reading material is appropriate
for the student's reading level.

3. Running Record Symbols

The record sheet includes a set of symbols that educators use to denote various aspects of the reading
performance. Common symbols include:

• – Indicates a word read correctly

O – Indicates an omission

^ – Indicates a word added

/ – Indicates a self-correction

These symbols simplify the documentation process and provide a clear visual representation of the reading
session.

4. Running Commentary

In this section, educators can jot down notes regarding the student's reading behaviors, such as:

Observations on fluency and expression

Insights on comprehension and understanding

Notes on any strategies employed by the student

This qualitative data complements the quantitative data collected and offers a holistic view of the
student's reading abilities.



How to Use the Marie Clay Running Record Sheet

Using the Marie Clay running record sheet effectively involves several steps:

1. Prepare for the Assessment

Before conducting the assessment, ensure you have:

A suitable text that matches the student's reading level

The running record sheet

A quiet environment free from distractions

Time set aside for the assessment

Proper preparation sets the stage for an accurate assessment.

2. Conduct the Assessment

During the reading session:

Provide clear instructions to the student about what they will be doing.

Encourage the student to read aloud while you document their performance using the symbols.

Note any errors or self-corrections, and observe their fluency, expression, and comprehension.

It's important to create a supportive and encouraging atmosphere to help the student feel comfortable.

3. Analyze the Data

After completing the assessment:

Calculate the accuracy rate by dividing the number of correct words by the total number of words
read.

Examine the types of errors made to identify patterns in reading behavior.

Reflect on the running commentary notes to gain additional insights.

This analysis will inform your understanding of the student’s reading abilities.



4. Plan Instruction

Use the data gathered from the running record to inform your instructional planning:

Identify specific areas for improvement, such as decoding skills or comprehension strategies.

Choose appropriate texts for guided reading sessions that align with the student's needs.

Develop targeted interventions or strategies to address the identified gaps.

Effective use of the running record sheet can lead to meaningful growth in a student’s reading skills.

Benefits of Using the Marie Clay Running Record Sheet

Employing the Marie Clay running record sheet comes with several benefits for both educators and students:

Data-Driven Decisions: The running record provides concrete data that informs instructional decisions.

Personalized Learning: By understanding each student’s unique reading profile, educators can tailor their
teaching to meet individual needs.

Ongoing Assessment: Regular use of running records allows for tracking progress over time and
adjusting instruction as needed.

Enhanced Literacy Skills: Focused instruction based on running record analysis can lead to significant
improvements in reading fluency and comprehension.

Conclusion

In summary, the Marie Clay running record sheet is an invaluable resource for educators committed to enhancing
literacy skills among their students. By systematically documenting reading behaviors and analyzing data,
teachers can create tailored instructional strategies that foster growth and development in reading. Whether
used for individual assessments or as part of a broader literacy program, the running record sheet stands as a
testament to the importance of informed, evidence-based teaching practices. By embracing this tool, educators
can help pave the way for successful and confident readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Marie Clay Running Record Sheet?

A Marie Clay Running Record Sheet is a tool used in literacy education to assess a student's reading level,
fluency, and comprehension. It allows educators to document a student's reading performance as they read a
selected text aloud.



How do you use a Marie Clay Running Record Sheet?

To use a Marie Clay Running Record Sheet, a teacher selects an appropriate text for the student, listens to
the student read, and records errors, self-corrections, and behaviors on the sheet. This data helps assess
reading proficiency and guide instruction.

What are the key components of a Running Record?

Key components of a Running Record include the text being read, the student's reading accuracy (number of
errors), comprehension (through questions or discussions), and the strategies used by the reader during the
process.

Why is the Running Record important in education?

The Running Record is important because it provides valuable insights into a student's reading abilities, helps
identify specific areas of need, and informs instructional decisions to support the student's literacy
development.

What types of errors are recorded on the Running Record Sheet?

Errors recorded on the Running Record Sheet include substitutions, omissions, insertions, and repetitions. Each
type of error helps educators understand the student's reading strategies and challenges.

Can the Running Record be used for different grade levels?

Yes, the Running Record can be adapted for different grade levels by selecting texts that are appropriate for
the students' reading abilities, making it a versatile tool for assessing literacy across various age groups.

How can teachers analyze data from a Running Record?

Teachers can analyze data from a Running Record by examining patterns in the student's reading errors, noting
the types of strategies used, and comparing the results to benchmarks or past assessments to track progress
over time.

What is the significance of self-corrections in a Running Record?

Self-corrections are significant in a Running Record as they indicate the student's ability to monitor their
reading for meaning and make adjustments, reflecting their understanding and engagement with the text.

Are there digital tools available for conducting Running Records?

Yes, there are various digital tools and software available that facilitate the process of conducting Running
Records, allowing for easier data collection, analysis, and tracking of student progress over time.
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