
marcas de contrastes e ourives
portugueses desde o seculo xv a 1950
marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses desde o seculo xv a 1950 represent an
essential aspect of Portuguese cultural heritage, reflecting centuries of craftsmanship,
regulation, and artistic expression in precious metals. These marks, often seen on silver
and gold objects, serve as official stamps guaranteeing the quality and origin of the metal,
while also identifying the artisans and workshops responsible for their creation. From the
15th century through 1950, Portugal developed a robust system of contrast marks and
hallmarking that evolved alongside changes in political, economic, and artistic contexts.
Understanding these marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses is crucial for historians,
collectors, and appraisers aiming to authenticate and date Portuguese silver and gold
artifacts. This article explores the historical development, types, and significance of these
marks, providing an in-depth look into the world of Portuguese goldsmithing from the
medieval period to the mid-20th century.
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Historical Background of Portuguese Contrast
Marks
The tradition of using marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses dates back to the 15th
century, a period marked by the rise of Portugal as a major maritime and commercial
power. The increasing demand for precious metal objects, such as religious artifacts,
jewelry, and tableware, necessitated the establishment of standards to ensure the purity
and quality of gold and silver items. This led to the introduction of official contrast marks,
which were applied by state-appointed assayers in designated offices known as "Casa da
Moeda" or Mint Houses. These marks served both as a guarantee of metal fineness and as
protection against fraud and counterfeit products.

During the late medieval and Renaissance periods, the use of marcas de contrastes
became formalized with legal frameworks that required all precious metal objects to be
assayed and stamped before sale. This system mirrored similar hallmarking practices in
other European countries but retained unique Portuguese characteristics. The marks
included symbols representing the metal quality, the year of assay, and the city or region



of origin. This institutionalized control helped foster confidence among buyers and
merchants, enabling the flourishing of Portuguese goldsmithing.

Types of Contrast Marks and Their Significance
Marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses can be broadly categorized into several types,
each serving a specific purpose within the hallmarking system. Understanding these
categories is essential for accurate identification and dating of Portuguese precious metal
objects.

Contrast Marks for Metal Purity
These marks indicate the fineness or purity of the metal used in an object. In Portugal,
silver was typically marked with a lion passant or a stylized armillary sphere, while gold
was often marked with a castle or a specific number denoting karat value. The fineness
was expressed in parts per thousand (e.g., 925 for sterling silver) or karats for gold.

Municipal or Regional Marks
Each assay office in Portugal had its unique symbol, representing the city or region where
the object was tested and marked. Lisbon, Porto, and Braga were among the most
important centers, each with distinctive marks that help attribute pieces geographically.
These municipal marks also assist in tracing the distribution and reach of Portuguese
goldsmiths over time.

Year or Date Letters
To provide chronological context, Portuguese contrast marks sometimes included letters
or symbols representing the year of assay. This allowed for precise dating of objects,
which is particularly useful for antique dealers and historians. The system of date letters
evolved over the centuries, reflecting changes in administrative practices and artistic
styles.

Metal purity marks (e.g., lion passant for silver)

Municipal assay office marks (e.g., castle for Lisbon)

Year or date letter stamps

Additional control or inspection marks



Portuguese Goldsmiths and Their Maker's Marks
Alongside official contrast marks, Portuguese goldsmiths applied their own maker's marks
or "marcas de ourives" to their creations. These personalized stamps identified the artisan
or workshop responsible for producing the piece, contributing to the object's provenance
and value.

Characteristics of Maker's Marks
Maker's marks typically consisted of initials, symbols, or a combination of both, often
enclosed within geometric shapes such as ovals, rectangles, or lozenges. These marks
were registered with the local assay office to avoid duplication and ensure traceability.
The style and complexity of maker's marks varied according to the period, region, and
individual craftsman.

Famous Portuguese Goldsmiths and Workshops
Several renowned goldsmiths and workshops left a significant mark on Portuguese
precious metalwork between the 15th and 20th centuries. Their maker’s marks are highly
sought after by collectors and museums. These artisans contributed to the richness of
Portuguese decorative arts through distinctive styles and technical excellence.

Evolution of Hallmarking Regulations until 1950
The system of marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses underwent numerous reforms
and adaptations from the 15th century through 1950. These changes reflected broader
political shifts, advances in assay techniques, and evolving standards in the precious
metals market.

Medieval and Renaissance Period Reforms
Initial hallmarking was informal and localized, but by the 16th century, Portugal
established more rigorous legal frameworks. Royal decrees mandated compulsory
hallmarking and standardized the symbols used in contrast marks. These reforms aimed to
protect consumers and support the national economy.

19th and Early 20th Century Developments
In the 1800s and early 1900s, Portugal modernized its hallmarking system to align with
international standards. The introduction of new assay offices, enhanced documentation,
and detailed maker's mark registries improved the system's transparency and reliability.
These changes persisted until 1950, when further modernization efforts began.



Key Legal Instruments

Royal Ordinances regulating precious metal quality

Establishment of municipal assay offices

Mandatory registration of maker’s marks

Standardization of symbols for metals and fineness

Identification and Authentication of Portuguese
Silver and Gold
Recognizing and verifying marcas de contrastes e ourives portugueses desde o seculo xv a
1950 is fundamental for authenticating historical silver and gold artifacts. Experts rely on
detailed knowledge of contrast marks, maker’s marks, and hallmarking regulations to date
and attribute pieces accurately.

Methods of Identification
Identification involves examining the physical marks on an object under magnification,
comparing them to documented hallmark catalogs, and verifying consistency with the
object's style and provenance. The presence of multiple marks, including contrast,
maker’s, and assay office stamps, strengthens authentication.

Common Challenges
Challenges include worn or illegible marks, counterfeit stamps, and variations in mark
styles over time. Expertise in Portuguese hallmarking history is essential to navigate these
complexities and avoid misattributions.

Importance for Collectors and Institutions
Accurate identification protects the cultural and monetary value of Portuguese precious
metal objects. Museums, auction houses, and private collectors depend on hallmark
knowledge to preserve and promote Portuguese artisanal heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions



O que são marcas de contrastes na ourivesaria
portuguesa?
As marcas de contrastes na ourivesaria portuguesa são sinais oficiais aplicados em peças
de metais preciosos para certificar a sua autenticidade, pureza e origem, garantindo a
qualidade do produto ao consumidor.

Desde quando existem marcas de contrastes em
Portugal?
As marcas de contrastes em Portugal datam do século XV, sendo regulamentadas
inicialmente para controlar a qualidade dos objetos em prata e ouro produzidos no país.

Quais eram os principais metais avaliados pelas marcas
de contrastes em Portugal até 1950?
Até 1950, as marcas de contrastes em Portugal eram principalmente aplicadas em peças
de ouro, prata e suas ligas, assegurando a pureza mínima exigida para cada tipo de metal
precioso.

Como eram identificadas as ourives portuguesas através
das marcas de contraste?
As ourives portuguesas eram identificadas por marcas específicas que incluíam símbolos,
letras ou números próprios, permitindo reconhecer o autor ou a oficina responsável pela
fabricação da peça.

Qual a importância histórica das marcas de contrastes
para o estudo da ourivesaria portuguesa?
As marcas de contrastes são fundamentais para o estudo da ourivesaria portuguesa, pois
fornecem informações sobre a data, origem, autenticidade e autores das peças, ajudando a
preservar a herança cultural e artística do país.

Quais mudanças ocorreram nas marcas de contrastes
portuguesas entre o século XV e 1950?
Entre o século XV e 1950, as marcas de contrastes portuguesas passaram por várias
reformas, incluindo alterações nos símbolos e nos sistemas de certificação, adaptando-se
às novas legislações e padrões internacionais de qualidade.

Additional Resources
1. Marcas de Contraste em Ourivesaria Portuguesa: Séculos XV a XX
This comprehensive book explores the evolution of hallmarking in Portuguese



goldsmithing from the 15th century through 1950. It details the various marks used by
different regions and periods, providing valuable insights into the identification and dating
of Portuguese silver and gold artifacts. Richly illustrated, it serves as an essential
reference for historians and collectors alike.

2. Ourivesaria Portuguesa: História e Marcas de Contraste
Focusing on the rich tradition of Portuguese silversmithing, this volume traces the
historical development of hallmarking practices. It highlights the socio-economic factors
influencing the craft and includes detailed catalogues of marks used by Portuguese
ourives (goldsmiths) from medieval times to the mid-20th century. The book is a crucial
resource for understanding the craftsmanship and authenticity of Portuguese precious
metals.

3. Portugal e as Marcas de Contraste: Guia para Colecionadores
This guidebook is tailored for collectors interested in Portuguese silver and gold pieces,
emphasizing the identification and significance of hallmark stamps. It covers hallmark
regulations, famous ateliers, and the stylistic changes in marks from the 15th century until
1950. The practical approach makes it a valuable tool for verifying and dating Portuguese
ourivesaria.

4. A Arte do Ourives Português e suas Marcas desde o Século XV
Delving into the artistic aspects of Portuguese goldsmith work, this book examines the
craftsmanship alongside the hallmarking system. It offers an in-depth look at prominent
Portuguese ourives and their distinctive marks, illustrating how the marks reflect artistic
trends and technical advancements from the 1400s to the mid-20th century.

5. Marcas de Contraste e Legislação da Ourivesaria em Portugal
An analytical work on the legal framework governing hallmarking in Portugal, this book
documents the changes in laws and regulations affecting the production and certification
of precious metal goods. It provides a historical overview of how these laws influenced the
marks used by goldsmiths and the quality control of ourivesaria from the Renaissance to
1950.

6. Ourives Portugueses e seus Sinais: De Dom Manuel I a 1950
This book chronicles the marks used by Portuguese goldsmiths starting with the reign of
King Manuel I, a pivotal era for Portuguese art and commerce. It highlights the impact of
royal patronage on hallmarking systems and includes a detailed catalog of marks used
through various historical periods up to 1950.

7. Catálogo de Marcas de Contraste da Ourivesaria Portuguesa
Serving as an exhaustive catalog, this publication lists and illustrates thousands of
hallmark stamps used in Portugal across centuries. It is an indispensable reference for
appraisers, museums, and collectors seeking to authenticate and date Portuguese precious
metal artifacts accurately.

8. A Ourivesaria em Portugal: Marcas, Técnicas e Tradições
This book combines the study of hallmark marks with an exploration of the traditional
techniques employed by Portuguese goldsmiths. It discusses the interplay between
cultural heritage and technical innovation from the 15th century to 1950, offering a
holistic view of Portuguese ourivesaria.



9. História das Marcas de Contraste na Ourivesaria Portuguesa
Providing a narrative history of hallmarking in Portugal, this work contextualizes the
development of marks within broader historical and economic changes. It traces how
Portuguese ourives adapted their marks during periods of political change, trade
expansion, and modernization, culminating in the mid-20th century.
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