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Make Your Own Electric Guitar by Melvyn Hiscock is a remarkable guide that
has inspired countless aspiring luthiers and music enthusiasts to create
their own unique instruments. This book, known for its detailed instructions
and comprehensive approach, walks readers through the entire process of
building an electric guitar from scratch. Whether you are a seasoned musician
or a beginner, Hiscock's work offers insights that can help you craft a
guitar that not only sounds great but also reflects your personal style.

Overview of the Book

"Make Your Own Electric Guitar" serves as a practical manual for individuals
interested in guitar construction. The book is structured into several
sections, each focusing on different aspects of the building process. Melvyn
Hiscock combines technical knowledge with artistic advice, making it
accessible for those who may not have a background in woodworking or
engineering.

Target Audience

The book is aimed at:

- Beginners: Those who have little to no experience in guitar building will
find easy-to-follow instructions and tips to guide them.
- Intermediate Builders: Musicians with some woodworking experience can
expand their skill set and learn advanced techniques.
- Experienced Luthiers: Even seasoned builders can glean new insights and
approaches to improve their craft.

Structure of the Book

The book is organized into distinct chapters, each covering a specific phase
of the guitar-building process:

1. Introduction to Guitar Types: An overview of various electric guitar
styles, including solid body, semi-hollow, and hollow body.
2. Choosing Materials: Detailed discussion on selecting wood types, hardware,
and electronics.
3. Tools Required: A comprehensive list of tools needed for the project, from
hand tools to power tools.
4. Building the Body: Step-by-step instructions on shaping and assembling the
guitar body.
5. Neck Construction: Guidance on crafting the neck, including fretboard
installation and neck joint techniques.
6. Electronics and Hardware: Information on wiring and installing pickups,
switches, and other hardware.
7. Finishing Touches: Tips on painting, polishing, and applying finishes to
protect and beautify the instrument.



8. Final Setup: Instructions on tuning, stringing, and adjusting the guitar
for optimal playability.

Key Concepts in Building Your Own Electric
Guitar

Hiscock’s book emphasizes several fundamental concepts that are crucial for
successful guitar building. Understanding these concepts will not only help
you in the construction process but also enhance your appreciation for the
instrument.

Understanding Guitar Anatomy

Before embarking on the construction journey, it is essential to familiarize
yourself with the components of an electric guitar:

- Body: The main part of the guitar that affects sound and aesthetics.
- Neck: Where the frets are located and where you press the strings to create
notes.
- Fretboard: The surface of the neck where the frets are installed.
- Pickups: Devices that capture the vibrations of the strings and convert
them into electronic signals.
- Bridge: The component that anchors the strings to the body of the guitar.
- Controls: Knobs and switches used for adjusting volume, tone, and pickup
selection.

Material Selection

Selecting the right materials is critical to the quality of the finished
guitar. Hiscock discusses various options:

- Wood Types: Different woods, such as mahogany, alder, and maple, influence
tone and weight.
- Hardware: Choosing quality components enhances durability and sound
quality.
- Finishes: Various types of paints and lacquers can be used to protect the
wood and enhance appearance.

Tools of the Trade

Hiscock provides a thorough list of tools necessary for building an electric
guitar. Some essential tools include:

- Band Saw: For cutting the body shape and neck.
- Router: For creating cavities for pickups and controls.
- Drill: For making holes for screws and tuning pegs.
- Files and Sandpaper: For smoothing edges and surfaces.
- Soldering Iron: For wiring electronic components.



The Building Process

The building process is where creativity and technical skill intertwine.
Hiscock breaks down the process into manageable steps to prevent overwhelming
beginners.

Step 1: Designing the Guitar

Before cutting any wood, it’s advisable to plan your design. This can involve
sketching out your ideas or using software to create a digital model.
Considerations include:

- Shape: Decide on a body shape that suits your style, such as Stratocaster,
Telecaster, or Les Paul.
- Scale Length: Determine the scale length, which affects string tension and
playability.
- Color and Finish: Plan your color scheme and finishing techniques to
enhance aesthetics.

Step 2: Constructing the Body

This step involves:

- Cutting the Body: Use a band saw to cut your wood according to your design.
- Routing: Create cavities for pickups and controls using a router.
- Sanding: Smooth the edges and surfaces to prepare for finishing.

Step 3: Neck Construction

Building the neck requires precision and care:

- Cutting the Neck Blank: Shape the neck to fit comfortably in your hand.
- Fretboard Installation: Attach the fretboard and install frets, ensuring
proper intonation and action.
- Neck Joint: Decide on a neck joint method, such as bolt-on or set neck, and
execute it with accuracy.

Step 4: Electronics and Hardware Installation

Wiring the electronics can be daunting but is crucial for sound quality:

- Install Pickups: Position and securely mount pickups.
- Wiring: Connect the pickups to the control plate, ensuring correct
soldering to avoid shorts.
- Hardware Installation: Attach the bridge, tuners, and any other hardware
components.



Step 5: Finishing the Guitar

Finishing is an art that protects your guitar and enhances its visual appeal:

- Painting: Apply primer, color coats, and clear finishes to achieve the
desired look.
- Polishing: Polish the surface to give it a high-gloss finish.

Final Setup and Adjustments

Once the guitar is assembled and finished, it’s time for the final setup.
This involves:

- Stringing the Guitar: Install new strings and tune to the desired pitch.
- Neck Relief Adjustment: Adjust the truss rod for proper neck curvature.
- Action Setup: Set string height for comfortable playability.
- Intonation: Adjust the bridge saddles to ensure accurate tuning across the
fretboard.

Conclusion

"Make Your Own Electric Guitar" by Melvyn Hiscock is more than just a manual;
it’s a gateway into the world of luthiery. It empowers individuals to create
their own unique instruments, fostering a deeper connection to music and
craftsmanship. By following Hiscock's guidance, you can embark on a rewarding
journey that combines creativity, technical skill, and a profound
appreciation for one of the most beloved musical instruments. Whether you
seek to build a guitar for personal use or as a gift, this book provides the
foundation to turn your vision into reality. With patience and practice, you
can create a guitar that not only sounds amazing but also tells your story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'Make Your Own Electric
Guitar' by Melvyn Hiscock?

The book primarily focuses on providing detailed guidance on how to build a
custom electric guitar from scratch, covering materials, tools, and
techniques.

Does Melvyn Hiscock's book cater to beginners or
experienced builders?

The book is suitable for both beginners and experienced builders, as it
includes step-by-step instructions and illustrations that can help readers of
all skill levels.



What are some key materials mentioned in the book for
building an electric guitar?

Key materials include different types of wood for the body and neck, pickups,
hardware such as bridges and tuners, and finishes for the guitar's exterior.

How does 'Make Your Own Electric Guitar' help with
guitar customization?

The book offers insights into customizing various aspects of the guitar, such
as shape, scale length, and electronics, allowing builders to create a unique
instrument tailored to their preferences.

Are there any illustrations or diagrams in Melvyn
Hiscock's book to assist with the building process?

Yes, the book includes numerous illustrations and diagrams that provide
visual guidance for each step of the guitar building process, making it
easier to understand and follow.
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