
make 10 to subtract worksheet
make 10 to subtract worksheet is an essential educational tool designed to help young
learners master subtraction by using the strategy of making 10. This approach simplifies
subtraction problems by breaking them down into more manageable parts, making it
easier for students to understand and solve equations efficiently. A well-structured make
10 to subtract worksheet can provide step-by-step practice, reinforce mental math skills,
and build confidence in handling subtraction tasks. This article will explore the concept
behind these worksheets, their benefits in early math education, and practical methods to
create and use them effectively in the classroom or at home. Additionally, it will outline
strategies to optimize worksheets for different learning levels and highlight key features
that make these resources valuable for both teachers and students.
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Understanding the Make 10 to Subtract Strategy
The make 10 to subtract strategy is a mathematical approach that helps students perform
subtraction by first creating a sum of ten. This technique breaks down subtraction
problems into simpler, more familiar components, making it easier for children to
calculate differences without relying solely on counting backward. Typically used in early
elementary education, this method emphasizes decomposing numbers to reach a base of
ten, then subtracting the remaining amount. For example, to solve 14 - 6, students can
break 6 into 4 and 2, subtract 4 from 14 to make 10, and then subtract the remaining 2
from 10 to find the answer.

How the Strategy Works
At the core of the make 10 to subtract strategy is the concept of number decomposition
and place value understanding. By rearranging subtraction problems to involve the
number 10, learners can use their knowledge of addition and subtraction facts related to
10, which are often memorized and easier to recall. This method reduces cognitive load
and supports mental calculation skills. It also encourages flexible thinking about numbers
rather than rote memorization of subtraction facts.



Examples of Make 10 to Subtract Problems
Common problems suited for this strategy include numbers just above 10 where the
subtrahend is less than the units needed to reach 10. Examples include:

13 - 5 (Break 5 into 3 + 2; 13 - 3 = 10, then 10 - 2 = 8)

15 - 7 (Break 7 into 5 + 2; 15 - 5 = 10, then 10 - 2 = 8)

12 - 4 (Break 4 into 2 + 2; 12 - 2 = 10, then 10 - 2 = 8)

Benefits of Using Make 10 to Subtract
Worksheets
Make 10 to subtract worksheets offer multiple educational benefits that support
foundational math skills and promote deeper understanding of subtraction. These
worksheets provide structured practice that enhances mental math capabilities and
encourages strategic problem-solving. The approach also aligns with common core
standards emphasizing number sense and operations within 20.

Improves Number Sense
By repeatedly practicing make 10 subtraction problems, students develop a stronger grasp
of number relationships and place value. This enhanced number sense is critical for
success in more advanced math topics, such as multi-digit subtraction and algebraic
thinking.

Builds Confidence and Fluency
Students often find subtraction challenging, especially when dealing with numbers above
10. Using make 10 worksheets helps learners gain fluency by simplifying the process and
providing clear, manageable steps. Over time, this leads to increased confidence and a
more positive attitude toward math.

Supports Differentiated Learning
These worksheets can be adapted to accommodate various skill levels, making them ideal
for differentiated instruction. Teachers can modify difficulty by altering numbers, adding
word problems, or incorporating visual aids to meet individual learning needs.

Designing Effective Make 10 to Subtract
Worksheets
Creating a high-quality make 10 to subtract worksheet requires careful planning and



attention to educational goals. The design should facilitate understanding of the make 10
strategy, provide a range of practice problems, and include clear instructions. Visual
elements and step-by-step guides can enhance comprehension and engagement.

Key Components of the Worksheet
Effective worksheets typically include the following elements:

Clear instructions explaining the make 10 subtraction method

A variety of subtraction problems focusing on numbers between 11 and 20

Step-by-step examples demonstrating the strategy

Spaces for students to write their answers and show their work

Optional visual aids such as number bonds or ten frames

Examples of Worksheet Layouts
Layouts can range from simple problem lists to interactive formats that encourage active
engagement. For instance, some worksheets may include columns for breaking down the
subtrahend or boxes for illustrating how numbers combine to make 10. Providing different
formats caters to diverse learning styles and keeps practice interesting.

Implementing Make 10 Subtraction Activities in
the Classroom
Integrating make 10 to subtract worksheets into classroom instruction enhances the
teaching of subtraction by promoting active learning and reinforcing key concepts.
Educators can use these worksheets in various instructional settings, from whole-group
lessons to small-group interventions or individual practice.

Classroom Strategies for Effective Use
Successful implementation involves a combination of direct instruction, guided practice,
and independent work. Teachers might begin with a demonstration of the make 10
strategy, followed by collaborative problem-solving using the worksheet. Incorporating
manipulatives such as counters or number lines can further support understanding.

Engaging Students with Interactive Activities
To complement worksheets, interactive activities like math games, flashcards, or digital
apps focused on the make 10 concept can deepen learning. These tools provide immediate
feedback and motivate students to practice subtraction skills in a fun and meaningful way.



Adapting Worksheets for Various Learning Levels
Make 10 to subtract worksheets can be tailored to accommodate a wide range of learner
abilities, from beginners just grasping subtraction to more advanced students refining
mental math strategies. Differentiation ensures that all students are appropriately
challenged and supported.

Modifications for Struggling Learners
For students requiring additional support, worksheets with fewer problems, larger font
size, and visual cues such as color-coded number bonds can be helpful. Providing step-by-
step guidance and allowing the use of manipulatives promotes comprehension and reduces
frustration.

Extensions for Advanced Students
More proficient learners may benefit from complex problems involving larger numbers,
multi-step subtraction, or word problems that require application of the make 10 strategy.
Incorporating timed exercises or peer teaching opportunities also encourages mastery and
critical thinking.

Tips for Maximizing Learning Outcomes with
Worksheets
To ensure that make 10 to subtract worksheets effectively support student learning, it is
important to consider best practices in worksheet utilization and follow-up activities.
These tips help maintain student engagement and reinforce the subtraction concepts
practiced.

Provide Clear Instructions and Examples
Always include explicit directions and sample problems on the worksheet. Clear
explanations reduce confusion and guide students through the make 10 subtraction
process, fostering independent problem-solving skills.

Encourage Regular Practice
Consistent use of make 10 subtraction worksheets helps solidify understanding and build
automaticity. Scheduling short, frequent practice sessions is more effective than
infrequent, lengthy assignments.

Incorporate Feedback and Assessment
Review completed worksheets promptly and provide constructive feedback. Identifying
common errors allows for targeted reteaching, while recognizing progress motivates
continued effort.



Use a Variety of Formats
To maintain interest and address different learning preferences, mix worksheet types with
hands-on activities, mental math drills, and collaborative exercises. This varied approach
promotes a deeper and more flexible understanding of subtraction strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 'Make 10 to Subtract' worksheet?
A 'Make 10 to Subtract' worksheet is an educational tool designed to help students
practice subtraction by first making a ten, which simplifies the subtraction process and
strengthens number sense.

How does the 'Make 10' strategy help with subtraction?
The 'Make 10' strategy helps by breaking down numbers to create a base of 10, making it
easier for students to subtract mentally and understand the relationship between
numbers.

At what grade level are 'Make 10 to Subtract'
worksheets most effective?
'Make 10 to Subtract' worksheets are most effective for early elementary students,
typically in kindergarten through second grade, as they build foundational subtraction
skills.

Can 'Make 10 to Subtract' worksheets be used for
students struggling with subtraction?
Yes, these worksheets are excellent for students struggling with subtraction because they
provide a visual and structured method to simplify subtraction problems.

Where can I find free printable 'Make 10 to Subtract'
worksheets?
Free printable 'Make 10 to Subtract' worksheets can be found on educational websites
such as Teachers Pay Teachers, Education.com, and many teacher resource blogs.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Make 10 Subtraction: Fun Worksheets for Kids
This book offers a collection of engaging subtraction worksheets focused on the "Make 10"
strategy. Designed for young learners, it helps build a strong foundation in basic
arithmetic by breaking down subtraction problems into simpler steps. Colorful illustrations



and interactive exercises keep children motivated and eager to practice.

2. Make 10 to Subtract: Step-by-Step Practice Workbook
A perfect resource for early elementary students, this workbook guides children through
the process of using the make 10 method to solve subtraction problems. Each page
includes clear instructions, examples, and plenty of practice problems to reinforce
learning. Teachers and parents will find it an effective tool to support math education.

3. Subtraction Skills with Make 10 Strategy
This book focuses on developing subtraction skills by teaching students how to regroup
numbers using the make 10 technique. It includes a variety of worksheets that gradually
increase in difficulty, ensuring that learners build confidence and mastery over time. The
exercises are designed to be both educational and enjoyable.

4. Make 10 Subtraction Worksheets for Beginners
Ideal for beginners, this collection of worksheets introduces the make 10 subtraction
method in a simple and accessible way. Each worksheet features straightforward
problems that help children understand how to break numbers apart to subtract more
easily. The book also includes tips and tricks to make learning subtraction fun.

5. Fun with Make 10: Subtraction Practice for Kids
This book combines playful activities with focused subtraction practice using the make 10
strategy. It incorporates puzzles, games, and colorful visuals to encourage kids to practice
their math skills without feeling pressured. Perfect for classroom use or at-home learning
sessions.

6. Make 10 to Subtract: Engaging Math Worksheets
Packed with engaging worksheets, this book helps students practice subtraction by
making 10 first. It emphasizes understanding number relationships and mental math
strategies, which are essential for developing mathematical fluency. The structured layout
makes it easy for learners to follow along and track their progress.

7. Subtraction Made Simple: Make 10 Method Workbook
This workbook simplifies subtraction by teaching the make 10 method through clear
explanations and repetitive practice. It is designed to help students transition from
counting on fingers to mental subtraction confidently. The book includes answer keys to
allow for self-assessment and independent learning.

8. Make 10 to Subtract: A Teacher’s Guide with Worksheets
Tailored for educators, this guide provides comprehensive strategies and ready-to-use
worksheets for teaching subtraction using the make 10 approach. It offers lesson plans,
tips for differentiating instruction, and assessment tools to monitor student progress. The
resource is invaluable for building foundational math skills in young learners.

9. Boost Math Confidence with Make 10 Subtraction
This book aims to boost children’s confidence in subtraction by focusing on the make 10
technique. Through carefully designed practice sheets and encouraging notes, it helps
reduce math anxiety and improve problem-solving abilities. It is an excellent companion
for students who need extra support in mastering subtraction.
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